INDOCHINA AIRMAIL SERVICES 1929-1939 s opeses

KEY MILESTONES OF INDOCHINA AIRMAIL SERVICE: (1929 to pre-war)
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The year 1929 marked as the beginning of airmail history in Indochina. Several trial flights connecting France to Indochina have been
conducted, including both success and failure.

From 25 Sep 1929, Royal Dutch Airlines - KLM operated a two-weekly service to the Dutch East Indies. A postal agreements between KLM
and Air Orient allowed the exchange of mail since Dec 9, 1929: From Amsterdam, the KLM plane carried mail from Europe to Bangkok on
its way to the Dutch Indies; Air Orient transported mail on the final leg from Bangkok to Saigon.

In a race with Royal Dutch Airlines and British Imperial Airways, Air Orient was established in France on Aug 30, 1930. This airline organised
the air routes from France to the Far East (line Nouges) and inaugurated the twice weekly regular service to Indochina from Jan 17, 1931.

Air France was formed in Oct 7, 1933, whose administration continued the prior efforts of Air Orient to expand connections to Europe,
Middle East, Mediterranean, Africa. 1934-1939 was the rapid pace of airmail service in Indochina with Air France as the main carrier.

The extension of line Nouges to Asia, mostly to South China and South East Asia, was well developed after the middle of 1930s decade
with the openning of regular airmail services linked to these destinations.

Airmail service within Indochina had been establised by the early 1930s but its itineraries really envolved at the end of this deacde with the
weekly scheduled flights between major cities of Tonkin and Cochinchina.

September 2, 1939, Air France suspended all its airmail services, including those to the Far East, on the first day of the outbreak of the WWII.

SCOPE & PURPOSE OF THE EXHIBIT

* The exhibit presents the development of airmail service in Indochina during the booming period 1929-1939. Beside focusing on the history of experimental
flights, the establishment of regular airmail services, the development of air routes, my collection also contributes further studies on airmail rate. Not all
routes and rates can be shown in 80 sheets, so unusual or short-lived routes are favoured. Details of the flights and the crews are also given.

* Airmail letters of the first flights & regular flights which are carried outbound, inbound, inside, transited through Indochina are used for the exhibit.

EXHIBIT PLAN
The chapters from 1-4 are presented in chronological order, the chapter 5 is presented by development of routes. Page
Chapter 1:  Experimental flights (1929-1930) 2-11
This chapter shows the test flights of French to Indochina, include the successful and fail flights undertaken in 1929 and 1930
Chapter2:  Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931) 12-23
The French was successful in reaching an agreement with the Dutch for the transport of mail between Europe and Indochina since Dec 1929.
This chapter covered the acceptance of airmails between France/Europe and Indochina sending via Royal Dutch Airline (KLM)
Chapter3:  The Nouges route: Connecting France to Indochina by Air-Orient (1931-Aug 1933) 24-40
After 1929-1930 trial flights, the French had established their own air route to the Far East (line Nouges). This chapter shows the regular airmail
service between France/Europe and Indochina that performed by Air Orient.
Chapter4:  The booming period of airmail service to Europe, Middle East, Africa, America (Aug 1933-1939) 41-56
Airmail service extensively grew thank to the expansion of routes. Air France as the main carrier, other competitors were also included.
Chapter5:  Extension of air routes to Asia, Oceania (1932-1939) 57-73
This chapter shows the extension of the Nouges route to:
* South China (Saigon - Hanoi - Hongkong, Hanoi - Fort Bayard - Canton, connection to Shanghai, Hanoi - Yunnan/Kunming)
» South East Asia (Batavia - Singapore - Saigon, Saigon - Bangkok); Oceania (Australia), South Asia (Saigon - Calcutta, Ceylon, Rangoon)
Chapter 6:  Indochina internal airmail service (1929-1939) 74-80

This chapter shows the development of postal air routes within Indochina from 1929 to 1939.

Source:  Les Ailes, L'Aérophile, L'Aeronautique, 1931-1939; Air France bulletin mensuel 1933-1936
care-163, revue de |'aviation francaise
France & colonies philatelist, SCIP journal, F&CPS periodicals UK Items in red border: Texts in cyan color: [talic text style: Normal style:
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1 | Experimental flights (1929-1930) 1.1 | The first attemps to Indochina and the crash of “Dragon Annam”
February 19, 1929 | Costes, Codos, Bellone

Departed from Le Bourget airport on a trip to Indochina, the engine got troubles after 8 minutes takeoff, forcing it to land on the outskirts of Bondy station. The plane was completely

destroyed but its crew of three: Costes, Codos (pilots) and Bellone (navigator) were lightly injured. Mail was rescued and returned to senders with a large violet cachet: RAID
INTERROMPU PAR ACCIDENT Retour a ['envoyeur.
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The first experimental flight of French to

Indochina in 1929
| February 19, 1929

Aircraft: F-AIYB Breguet 284T "Dragon Annam”

ROUTES:

» Sent from PARIS 16:30pm Feb 13, 1929

» P.LM ETRANGER Feb 14, 1929

» Special cancellation "POSTE AERIENNE
FRANCE-INDOCHINE" 18:pm Feb 19, 1929

RATE: 21.5fr

» <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g'": 10fr
» Airmalil surcharge, next 10g: 10fr
» Registration: 1fr

13.2fr franked on the reverse.

Special flight cachet

A small number of covers were handstamped
with a rectangular cachet noting that this
was the first airmail connection from France
to Indochina. The plane was named the
Dragon of Annam.

PAR AVION

“DRAGONpPec’ANNAM”
Equipage COSTES

(1re Liaison Poste Aérienne)
FRANCE - INDO = CHINE

RATE: 11.5fr

b <20qg letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, first 10g™:  10fr
b Registration: 1fr

(L CI Effective: 19 Feb 1929 - 15 Jan 1930.




1 | Experimenta| f|ig hts (1929-1930) 1.1 | The first attemps to Indochina and the crash of “Dragon Annam”
February 19, 1929 | Costes, Codos, Bellone

P Aérienne de
olking I ‘ | Route to BANGKOK via the first experimental flight of French - Indochina 1929
FRANCE en INDOCHINE | February 19, 1929
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ANNULE handstamps

Simple letters had to be franked at 10fr50 and
reqistered letters at 11fr50. However, various cities
tn France were not always followed this instruction,

ANGE ~ there were 542 letters paid more 10fr of postage.
. i:;.r — T

2o 4":'\\ ~a
N When the post office noticed this at Le Bourge,

they cancelled the over-franked stamps with

"ANNULE". Among 542 covers treated in this

manner, only 50 were registered letters.

ANNULE

RATE: 11.5fr

» <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, first 10g: 10fr
» Registration: 1fr

The stamps affixed by mistake: 1fr50; 10fr were

| cancelled with "ANNULE". Replacement postage
i3 7 | of 11fr50 was franked on the reverse.
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1 | Experimental f|ig hts (1929-1930) 1.2 | Accident of the second connection betweenl Fran.ce & Indochina
February 19-26, 1929 | LeBrix, Paillard and Jousse

At the same time with the flight of "Dragon Annam"”, a crew of Paillard (pilot), LeBrix (navigator) and Jousse (mechanic) left Istres on 19 Feb, 1929 for Indochina. On the 26", about
180km beyond Rangoon, the plane forced to land in a swamp at Moulmein, Burma, which badly injured Jousse. LeBrix carried 30kg of mail (3,000 letters) by train to Pnompenh, then
onward by plane to Saigon. A portion of the mail was marked with a black cachet: "COURRIER ACCIDENTE"
Distance: 11,220km - Stopovers: Istres, Tunts, Benghast, Catro, Basra, Agra, Karachi, Allahabad, Calcutta, Akyab, Yangon, Saigon
Alrplane: Bernard 197 GR, F-AlYl, single-motor engine 450CV Lorraine

The second experimental flight of French

to Indochina in 1929
| February 19-26, 1929

&
Le Brix's signature: LQM

ROUTES:

» MARSEILLE 12:45pm Feb 18, 1929

» POSTE AERIENNE FRANCE-INDOCHINE
18:pm Feb 18, 1929

» Departed next day on Feb 19, arrived
Saigon on Mar 8, 1929

RATE: 21.5fr

» <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmalil surcharge, the first 10g: 10fr
» Airmail surcharge, next 10g: 10fr
» Registration: 1fr

Under 10g airmail letter
| February 19-26, 1929

ROUTES:

» Posted at PLEMET 8:am Feb 14, 1929

» PARIS-GARE P.L.M Feb 15

» POSTE AERIENNE FRANCE-INDOCHINE
18:pm Feb 18, 1929

» SAIGON 10:55am Mar 9, 1929 at back

» Returned to the sender

RATE: 10.5fr
» <20q letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 10fr :
SR 24 e llL"d M A L
2.5fr franked on the reverse Yy 4% e s —
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1 | Experimental flights (1929-1930)

Because of the crashes of “Dragon Annam”, the return airmail service could not be accomplished. About
franked with airmail label and handstamped with a winged style airmail cachet.

1.3 | Return mail of “Dragon Annam”
February 25, 1929

1,850 letters then went to Europe & France by sea. However, they had been
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Return mail of “Dragon Annam”
| February 25, 1929

ROUTES:

» HANOI 15:pm Feb 21, 1929
» Transitted to SAIGON on Feb 25
b Left SAIGON by sea, arrived SOMME at

17:15pm Apr 2, 1929
Both the airmail label and the flight cachet were
lined out with a pen because airmalil service could
not be provided.
RATE: 106¢ "
» <20g letter to France: 6¢
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 80c
P Service accéleré surcharge: 5¢C
» Registration: 15¢

Here, the 212c overprint was applied a half for postage
rate because of currency devaluation.

Return mail of “Dragon Annam”
| February 25, 1929

ROUTES:

» LAOKAY 19:pm Feb 21, 1929

» Transitted to SAIGON 10:55am Feb 25

» Left SAIGON by sea, arrived GRENOBLE on
Apr 1, 1929

The airmail label was lined out with a pen because
airmail service could not be provided.

RATE: 91¢ ©

» <20q letter to France: bC
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 80c¢
P Service accelere surcharge: 5¢

11121 Rate applied for airmail letter. However, it was accomplished by sea.
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1 | Experimental f|ig hts (1929-1930) 1.4 | Premier Voyage postal par avion: The 3™ trial ﬂight between Indochia & France
April 12-20, 1929 | SAIGON - PARIS

Air route: SAIGON - PARIS; distance: 12.000km; departed from Saigon at 9:30am Dec 4™, 1929; flying time: 9 hours; total time: 9 days
Pilot: Andre Bailly & Jean Reginensi; mechanic: Georges Marsot
Atrcraft: Farman 190 F-AIYM high-wings, engine: Gnome & Rhone Titan 230CV, carrying 5.979 letters
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SAIGON - SWITZERLAND via 3"

experimental flight Indochina-France
| April 12-20, 1929

After the failure of two experimental flights at the
beginning of 1929: the first belonged to the
Dragon Annam of Costes & Bellonte, Paris-Hanoi, s
forced landing 19/2/1929 at Bondy; the second L p——
was the Bernard 197GR of Paillard & Le Brix, b "
departed from Istres for Saigon (19-26/2/1929),
crashed at Rangoon, Myanma. The 3™ tested flight
was the first success connection from SAIGON to | k

PARIS by air. The winged cachet that prepared for s
February’s flight was applied. NI T A
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Kreuzpiatz
ROUTE:

» Posted at SAIGON, 18:pm Apr 10, 1929
» Left SAIGON 9:30am Apr 12 SR 3TE e

» Arrived ZURICH Apr 22, 1929 : SR N——— i
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PNOMPENH - CALVADOS, BAYEUX
| April 12-20, 1929

- Ttienne Alleque

CHAK-ANGRE ﬂ

e Nrrmm gt is e o T o TN A U et
"

ROUTES:

» Sent from PNOMPENH, 9:am on Apr 9
» Transitted to SAIGON on Apr 10
» Left SAIGON at 9:30am Apr 12

» Arrived CALVADOS 7:30pm Apr 22, 1929

4 [[INDOCHINE || 764, =3/

. RATE: 265¢
E \ » 20-50g normal letter to France: 10c
E » Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 80c
k » Airmall surcharge, next 10g: 80c
hasg ! » Airmail surcharge, next 10g: 80c
0 ) Registration: 15¢

4l 20c overfranking.




1 | Experimental flights (1929-1930)

Alrcraft: Breguet-Hispano; pilot: Dieudonne Costes, navigator: Maurice Bellonte,

1.5 | Record flight: Voyage Retour Record Distance Costes Bellonte

November 17-21, 1929 | HANOI - PARIS

Departed Hanoi 6:45am Nov 17, 1929, landed in Le Bourget on Nov 21, 1929; distance: 12,110km,; total time: 5 days (record flight) - Carried 8,889 letters (100kg)
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PNOMPENH - MARSEILLE via
record flight Voyage Retour

Record Distance Costes Bellonte
| November 17-21, 1929

ROUTES:

» Sent from PNOMPENH 17:pm Nov
7, 1929, arrived SAIGON next day
» Transferred to HANOI on Nov 17

» Arrived PARIS 14:pm Nov 21
» MARSEILLE 11:30am Nov 22

RATE: 111c¢, overfranked 1c

» 20g basic letter to France: e
» Airmail surcharge: 100c
» Service accelere: BE

Only a few covers applied distinctive flight cachet
as below, uncommon & quite rare:

RAID COSTES BELLONTE

Bellonte’s signature on the cover.

RATE: 121c¢

» 20g basic letter to France: bC
» Airmail surcharge: 100c
P Registration: 15¢

20 cents overprinted value was applied a half for
the postage.




1 | Experimental flights (1929-1930) 1.6. Attempten:f to reach HANOI of Rebart, Lasalle, Fallot
Accident of 15 December 1929 | PARIS = HANOI

A crew of Rebart, Lasalle and Fallot departed from Le Bourget airport, Paris on 10 December 1929, attempted to reach Hanoi. On 15 Deccember, after leaving Tunisia, they disappeared.
The plane had crashed into a sand hill near Syrte, Tripolitania during a storm killing the entire crew. Recovered letters were returned to Marseille on Jan 3, 1930. After being given a
black cachet "COURRIER ACCIDENTE," mails were forwarded by surface mail to Hanoi on Jan 6.

The last experimental flight in 1929

Attempted to reach HANOI & accident flight of Rebart, Lasalle, Fallot at SYRTE
| December 10-15, 1929

ROUTES:

» Posted at CHAMBERY 15:45pm Dec 5, 1929

» MARSEILLE-GARE, RHONE 11:am Dec 6 on the reverse

» Crashed at SYRTE on Dec 15; the letter was back to France; then departed from MARSEILLE on Jan 6, 1930
» Arrived SAIGON Jan 28; PNOMPENH Jan 30, 1930

RATE: 11.5fr

» <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 10fr
» Registration: 1fr

Flight accident handstamp:

COURRIER ACCIDENTE



1 | Experimental flights (1929-1930)

November 20-21, 1930 | SAIGON - HANOI

Departed from Paris on November 8, 1930, after arriving at Saigon on November 13, 1930, Lalouette and Goulette rested for a few days. On November 20, they continued their voyage
northward to Hanoi ', After 6 hours of flight, they encountered a storm at Hue and had to returned to Saigon. The next day, November 21, they flew again and reached Hanoi in 7

hours 15 minutes, a recorded time for an internal flight from Saigon to Hanoi.
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Route to BOURNEMOUTH, GERMANY

via SAIGON - HANOI
| Nov 20-21, 1930

Haiﬂ

goulette-rallouetie

o e

ROUTES:

» Posted at SAIGON 19:25pm Nov 19,
Sy 1930

Monsieur R.®.R. DALWICK ol » HANOI RP. 17:pm Nov 21, 1930
backstamped upon arrival

20,Elgin Road

1.7 | The flight of Lalouette and Goulette
Air Union

December 1-8, 1930 | SAIGON - PARIS

On November 26, 1930, Lalouette and Goulette departed Hanoi for Saigon as the first step of their long voyage home to France. They took Pierre Pasquier, the Governor-General of
Indochina, as their passenger for the return trip to Paris. Left Saigon on 1 December, the Farman-190 plane reached Paris on the 8%, carrying 5,600 letters.

Aircraft Farman 190 F-AJRY; engine: Lorraine 240CV; 78 hours of flight; 5 days 3 hours and 55 minutes in total time
Stop overs: Saigon, Bangkok, Rangoon, Calcutta, Karachi, Djask, Basra, Aleppo, Athen, Marseille, Paris

1% December 2™ December 39 December 4™ December 5" December 6" December 8™ December
- _ > o > L »
SAIGON BANGKOK RANGOON CALCUTTA ALLA-HABAD  KARACHI DJASK ALEP ATHENES MARSEILLE-PARIS
Dep: Oh16 Arr: 4h55 Arr: 9h45 Arr: 6h15 Arr: 1Th40 Arr: 5h15 Dep: 2h30 Arr: 3h30 Dep: 3h00
Dep: 6h10 Dep: 23h10 Dep: 6h55 Dep: 18h55 Dep: 8h(00 BASSORAH Dep: 8h30 MARSEILLE
DJASK Arr: 10h ATHENES Arr: 16h30
Arr: 13R10 Dep: 19h30 Arr: 16h

Return flight to Paris includes two stages:
MNov 26, 1930:  HANOI - SAIGON
Dec 1-8 1930:  SAIGON - PARIS

BOURNEMOUT H ; :
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NOCHINE B
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Route to ALGIERIA via SAIGON ~ HANOI SIC T | s \NDOC
| Nov 20-21, 1930 S e s J
o nesin g oL 0L kAL
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ROUTES: WP oSTESE == |

b Sent from SAIGON 19:25pm Nov 19, 1930
P HANOI R.P. 14:45pm Mov 21 backstamped upon arrival
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RATE: 121c gl
b <20g letter to France colonies: be ! ..i. &
b Airmail surcharge, per 10g: (2x60) 120c ' S

¥ Registration: 15¢ e ,; /? 3{}@ 3

| | : : - ..n_ -., | : :.-:.-".:I._ :5. | .l E : ._rli'_":-_'.' 1“1‘ 3 *
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| | 9 rene
» Arrived ALGER on Dec 8, 1930 _ _ ROUTES:

» THANHHOA 17:pm Nov 22, 1930, transferred to HANOI on Nov 23, arrived SAIGON on Nov 26 (1* stage)
» NIMES 11:am Dec 8, 1930 on the reverse (2™ stage)

‘ RATE: 66¢
T J ¥ <20g letter to France: b
-------- » Airmail surcharge: 60¢

The letter paid correct postage despite of the “Affanchie par expéditeur” written by the sender

" The Governor-General of Indochina was in Hanoi when Goulette and Lallouette arrived in Saigon, he was among the first to send them a telegram of such warm congratulations. To thank him, the crew decided to fly to Hanoi.



1 | Experimental flights (1929-1930) 1.8 | Record flight of Codos-Robida
January 21-24, 193217 | HANOI - PARIS

[*]. This was a speed record flight rather than an experimental flight. Departing Le Bourget, Paris on 4 January 1932, the crew of Paul Codos and Henri Robida reached Hanoi on 12
January. On their return, they hoped to the better record set by Costes and Bellonte in November 1929. Leaving Hanoi on 21 January, flying a converted military biplane, they flew
for 3 days 4 hours and 17 minutes to reach Paris, which demolished the old record by a day and a half.

Record flight:
HANOI - PARIS in 3 days 4 hours

by Codos & Robida
| January 21-24, 1932

Aircraft: Brequet 330 F-AKEZ, engine: Hispano
650CV. Pilot: Paul Joseph Codos, navigator: Henri
Robida.

Left Hanoi 6:40am 21 Jan 1932, landed Le Bourget
3:55am 24 Jan. Stopovers: Calcutta, Karachi, New
Basra, Athens, Rome, Marseilles, Parts. Struck two
special handstamps:

Ban AYHIN
M0 Panis

LIAISON HANOI-PARIS!

AVION LGOS ROBIDA 1
danvier 1932 |
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Missed the flight of Codos & Robida
| January 21 - February 11, 1932
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ROUTES:

» Posted at SAIGON 17:15pm Jan 18, 1932
» Arrived HANOI 7:15am Jan 21

The flight of Codos & Robida departed at
6:40am Jan 21, the letter was missed the flight
| and had to walit the next departure.

Received "too late” handstamp

APRES LE DEPART

Finally, it arrived Marseille on Feb 11, three weeks
after the arriving of Codos & Robida.

» SEINE 15:30pm Feb 13, 1932 reverse

Applied Saigon-Marseille routing par avion
postmark, no special handstamps of Codos-Robida.
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The sender used printed envelope with “VIA AIR-ORIENT" at the bottom, cancelled by handwritten because this was the flight
commenced by Air-Union.



2.1 | Inaugural service with KLM
PARIS-AMSTERDAM-BANGKOK-SAIGON

2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931)
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines

After the success of several test flights from Amsterdam to Batavia, Indonesia in the 1924-1928 period. Since 25" September 1929, KLM (Koninklijke Luchtvaart Maatschappij or Royal
Dutch Airlines) had operated a two-weekly reqular but experimental service to the Dutch East Indtes, the world's longest scheduled atr service at that time. Two months later, a postal
agreements between KLM and Air Orient allowed the exchange of mails: from Amsterdam, the KLM plane carried mail to Bangkok on its way to the Dutch Indies; while Air Orient
transported mail on the final leg from Bangkok to Saigon.

=
HALLE / LEIPZIG

AMSTERDAM

BOEDAPEST

THE AMSTERDAM - BATAVIA (JAVA)

. m AIR SERVICE BY KLM
, % ot Twice weekly service
& > Air r ken from KLM’ Winter Service timetable 1931
CBRINDIST Q) ATHENE | (Air route taken fro er Service timetable 1931)
— - ),
{1 SASOAD  BUSHIRE
MAIRUK N X JODHPUR
CAIRO & JASK
KARACHI ® ALLAHABAD
) &
h‘- caLcuTTA R Al{ma 0
- " RANGOON ( ()
Summer service )t :
~ - BANGKOK a2 OGN
Winter service *5
/ N Q.0. TRUONG 5A
Q/ =
0 ALOR STAR L(3 SAIGON 4 4;
MEDANNG:

. 1% leg: AMSTERDAM - BANGKOK
2" |eg: BANGKOK — SAIGON

PALEMBANG "\‘. ﬁ' ﬁﬂ

BATAVIAQRRS=
BANDOENG — &

The first acceptance of French mail on KLM's Amsterdam-Bangkok service was in November, 1929
KLM's airplane: Fokker F.Vlla/3m, PH-AEN - pilot & crew: Soer, Wiersma, Naber

First airmail letter of French to Indochina

via KLM's AMSTERDAM-BANGKOK service
| November 28 - Deccember 10, 1929
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ROUTES:

» Sent from LE BOURGET on Nov 26, 1929

» Transferred to AMSTERDAM by train, here
It received “26 XI 29 PER LUCHTPOST
AANGEERACHT" flight cachet

AMSTERDAM .
O026x X1 %290 =
PER LUCHTPOST
AANGERRACHT

» Left Amsterdam on Nov 28, 1929
» Arrived BANGKOK on Dec 9 and SAIGON |
on Dec 10, 1929 [




2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931)
Air Asie combined with K.LM Royal Dutch Airlines

In the reverse direction, the first service from Indochina to France via KLM was performed on 19" Dec 1929. The airplane of KLM departed BANDOENG on 18" Dec, while
the Air Asie’s plane left SAIGON on 19" Dec 1929, carried 587 ordinary letters & 1,076 registered letters. After being transferred to a KLM plane at Bangkok, the

postal cargo arrived AMSTERDAM on 28" Dec, reached Paris on 29" Det, 1929.

1! inaugural service, Indochina to France via KLM: SAIGON-BANGKOK-AMSTERDAM-PARIS
| December 19-29, 1929

/Mdﬁ/fﬁ ﬂﬁa-ﬁz{
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KLM airplane: Fokker F.VIib/3m PH-AGR
No special flight cachet was applied for the
first combination service with KLM

ROUTES:

b Posted at SAIGON Dec 19, 1929

» PARIS Dec, 29 on the reverse then
fowared to BRUXELLES

RATE: 110¢

10¢
100¢

Here, the 46 cents overprinted values was
applied a half for postage rate. Total
franking value was 110c.

b <20qg letter to Europe:
b Airmail surcharge:

3" inaugural service with KLM: SAIGON-BANGKOK~AMSTERDAM-PARIS
| January 16-25, 1930

For the 2" and 3" combined flights with KLM, the letters
was handstamped "PAR MALLE AERIENNE HOLLANDAISE"
in red rectangular

PARMALLE AERIENNE |
HOLLANDAISE

N R

I

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 18:pm Jan 11, 1930
¥ SAIGON 20:pm Jan 15 datestamp

The flight left SAIGON at 11:am Jan 16, 1930, reached BANGKCK on Jan 17, arrived PARIS on Jan 25, where the
letter continued forwarding to BERN, SWITZERLAND

RATE: $9.49

» Normal foreign letter up to 100g:; 34c
» Airmail surcharge for 90g (100c each 10g): 9x100: 900c
» Registration: 15¢

After the 3" experimental flight, the service was suspended until the fall of 1930. No more trial flights made during

this time, but ultimately resulting in a regular service by the fall of 1930. A bi-weekly air service was inaugurated
on September 25, 1930 with the flight of KLM's PH-AGR from Amsterdam to Bandoeng.
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" inaugural service, Indochina to France via KLM: SAIGON-~BANGKOK~AMSTERDAM-PARIS
| January 3-12, 1930

SAIGON = BANGKOK: by Air Asie; aircraft: POTEZ 32 F-AJID; pilot: BOURGEQIS
BANGKOK -+ AMSTERDAM: by KLM airlines; aircraft: FOKKER F.VIib/3m PH-AEN; pilot: SOER-WIERMA
AMSTERDAM ~ PARIS: by regular airmail service
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2.1 | Inaugural service with KLM
SAIGON-BANGKOK~AMSTERDAM-PARIS

ROUTES:

b Sent from CAP SAINT-JACQUES 17:pm
Dec 27, 1929
b SAIGON 11:am Jan 1, 1930 datestamp

The flight left SAIGON on Jan 3, arrived PARIS
on Jan 13, 71930

RATE: 121c

b <20q letter to France: bc
b Airmail surcharge, the first 10g:  100c
P Registration: 15¢




2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931) 2.2 | Opening of KLM scheduled flights
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines Twice weekly regular service | SAIGON 5 AMSTERDAM 5 PARIS

The 1% scheduled flight left Amsterdam on September 25%, 1930; arrived Saigon on October 3", terminated at Bandoeng on October 4"
Stopovers: Budapest, Istanbul, Aleppo, Baghdad, Bushire, Karachi, Allahabad, Calcutta, Akyab, Bangkok, Medan, Palembang, Batavia to Bandoeng
Aircraft: Fokker F.VIlb/3m PH-AGR Reiger (Heron) - Pilot & crew: Van Dijk, Wiersma, Buitenhuis

1** scheduled flight of KLM to Dutch Indies 7-?‘}[ = ———
AMSTERDAM - BANGKOK - SAIGON - HUE | G A o
| September 25 - October 3, 1930 X R 98 AT e e
(YA SAIZERIO e o
ROUTES: Ete BadSo, L8 '

» Posted at GRAVENHAGE on Sep 24, 1930
» Arrived SAIGON Oct 3, HUE on Oct 5

The letter was carried by KLM to Bangkok, from
there it went to Saigon by Air Orient, where it
arrived on Oct 3", then by surface mail to Hue. It
was struck purple “par avion” cachet in dual
languages (Dutch and French)

'S-GRAVENHAGE

Balistraat
Gv.B.

M 103

PER LUCHTPOSE
RATE: 67'/2c PAR AVION

» Postage to Indochina: 12Vac
» Registration: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge: 60c

MARSEILLE - SAIGON via AMSTERDAM -
BANDOENG 1* scheduled flight
| September 25 - October 3, 1930

ROUTES:

» Posted from MARSEILLE on Sep 25, 1930
» Sent to HUE, then redirected to KONTUM,
: ANNAM

RATE: 6.5fr

» <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge (every 10q): ofr




2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931) 2.2 | Opening of KLM scheduled flights
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines Twice weekly regular service | SAIGON 5 AMSTERDAM 5 PARIS

Return of the first scheduled flight left Bandoeng on Oct 17, while 13kg of matl departed from Saigon on Oct 18, 1930. Then transferred to KLM's plane at Bangkok, landing (n
Amsterdam on Oct 25, nearly T month after its original departure. The airplane carrying mail from Amsterdam landed in Le Bourget airport on Oct 25.

First return of KLM regular service

SAIGON-BANGKOK-~-AMSTERDAM-PARIS
| October 18-25, 1930

iy BT
P A o e RPN i e
i -]
Sl 2 E . £

ROUTES:

» Posted at SAIGON on Oct 17, 1930
» Arrived PARIS at 18:pm Oct 25
» Reached LAMBERSART on Oct 26

= r—

RATE: 81c¢

» <20g letter to France: bC
» Airmail surcharge: 160c
P Registration: 15¢

1 To promote the use of airmail, the air surcharge of
KLM regular service was also discounted to 60c per
10g from 100c of the experimental flight.

T e e T N R e N N o e W Wl
a

VR EL(INDOCHINE [[3%. 7 7 8

2" return of KLM regular service —LA 5 = -":;' F
SAIGON - AMSTERDAM - PARIS EDSNSE N & a
| October 31 - November 11, 1930

ROUTES:

b Posted at SAIGON 19:25pm Oct 31, 1930
» MARSEILLE 19:pm Nov 9, 1930

Upon arriving at Parts, a cross X was applied to
ensure that the airmail service stopped at Paris
and did not continue onward by air. The letter

paid airmail fee to Paris only.

RATE: 66¢

» <20g letter to France: bc
» Airmail surcharge, first 10g: 60c




2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931) 2.2 | Opening of KLM scheduled flights
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines Twice weekly regular service | SAIGON 5 AMSTERDAM 5 PARIS

The 3 scheduled flight of the return voyage left BANDOENG on Nov 14, 1930 and the flight from Saigon took-off on Nov
15, 1930 to catch up with the KLM airplane.

4
o, 2 . : *

R. BAVEREZ ° priétre de feire suivre
INGENIEUR-CIVIL

a PHUPHONG
(ANNAM)

Return of the 3" KLM reqular service

QUINHON - BESANCON via BAGDAD
| November 15-26, 1930

Airplane: Fokker F.Vila/3m, PH-AEN

ROUTES:

» Posted at QUINHON Nov 10, 1930
Madame Soeur B AV ERE 7

RATE: 145¢

» <20q letter to France: bC

» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c Hopital St. Jacques
» Airmail surcharge, next 10g: 60c

» Additional air surcharge in France A¢ SR

» Registration: 15¢ BE‘SM'CON

£ 50l | Missed the flight

"N f'-::.'._.f..:-., 'E.;_ !':L'; il" | I! » ’ J JII " .
S W7 R o 7B VINH - SEINE via the 3 KLM regular service
51 INDOCHINE 2.1 “[AR NE

A A A Ml A A N0 D A, ..,. 3 Nl

| November 15 - December 14, 1930

ROUTES:

» Posted at VINH 11:am Nov 10, 1930
» Arrived SAIGON 13:55pm Nov 15

However, the letter was missed the airplane (departed in
the morning of Nov 15). It had to wait the next flight,
which left Saigon on Nov 29, 1930. The APRES LE
DEPART handstamp indicated that the letter was sent
"too late" after the departure of flight

APRES LE DEPART

» It finally arrived SEINE on Dec 14, 1930, more
than one month to reach France

Franked at 65c, underpaid 1c, a “T" (n triangle was applied to indicate that it was under postage. Upon arrival in
France, the postal clerk determined the amount due was 0.30Fr, which was writen in red color.



2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931)

Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines
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SAIGON - VICHY

via SAIGON - AMSTERDAM - PARIS
| December 12-24, 1930

ROUTES:

» Posted at SAIGON Dec 12, 1930
» Arrived MARSEILLE Dec 24, 1930

The airplane of KLM left Bandoeng on Dec
12, 1930, arrived Amsterdam Dec 23.

A long & thin cross X was applied upon
arrival in Parts to ensure that the airmail
service stopped at Paris.

RATE: 66¢

» <20q letter to France: 6C
» Airmail surcharge, first 10g: 60c

2.2 | Opening of KLM scheduled flights
Twice weekly regular service | SAIGON 5 AMSTERDAM 5 PARIS

SAINT, LAZARE - SAIGON, inbound flight

via AMSTERDAM - BANGKOK
| November 13-24, 1930 (14 days service)

Alrplane: Fokker F.IX PH-AGA.

ROUTES:

P GARE-SAINT-LAZARE 14:pm Nov 10, 1930
b PARIS-GARE 22:pm Nov 10
» Arrived SAIGON 15:55pm Nov 24, 1930

KLM's airplane departed Amsterdam on 13 Nov 1930,
arrived in Bandoeng on 25" Nov 1930.

RATE: 6.5fr
b <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
b Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 6fr
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2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931) 2.2 | Opening of KLM scheduled flights
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines Commemorative flight

On December 10, 1910, Indochina’s first flight departed from Saigon for ChoLon, piloted by Charles Van den Born aviator. To commemorate the 20" anniversary of this event, the
Indochinese Post Office handstamped 3,400 letters to Europe with a special bird wings cachet. All the letters carrying to France and Europe were transferred to KLM air plane, which
left Bandoeng on Dec 26, 1930.
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20 year of the first flight over Indochina

SAIGON - BANGKOK - MARSEILLE
| December 26, 1930 - January 8, 1931

*u
Spectal flight cachet in black

ROUTES:

» TAMBINH 17:pm Dec 24, 1930
» Transitted to VINHLONG 10:30am Dec 26
» SAIGON 19:25 Dec 26, 1930

.! .. 3 i
L . HH‘LIFA.& B R

RATE: 66¢

.....

» <20q letter to France: e
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c

Par aviou ivdauﬂan 2 Mauseille

LLLLLL LGS R T W -«‘l._-l_'n.-xm-l-.-.,l_

= ——

20 year of the first flight over Indochina

SAIGON - BANGKOK - MARSEILLE
| December 26, 1930 - January 8, 1931

Spectal flight cachet in blue

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 17:25pm Dec 26, 1930
» Arrived ALPES-MM£ on Jan 13, 1931
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RATE: 70c @ |
» <20q letter to France: e ‘9“*@"““-2) ? &4’«/ o 6; |
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c

» Additional airmail surcharge in France:  4c




2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931)
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines

2.3 | KLM scheduled flight in 1931
Twice weekly regular service

| ‘ | J
v : A
'f"[ [ MATT ARSI T l
| i 41 5  TISERR )
i » i . 4R T Lkl B =yt P
" " FRANCO-INDO-CHINOISE = ...
| 4, Rue Catinat
| SAIGON A48 . U2 R
1 —he——— e ':_::‘.' 3 | A ‘ ‘ ; p Il 1, - "“ “u -,’r: :' 3
First KLM regular service in 1931 | R.C. SAIGO N2 46 i BN \‘
Route to BORDEAUX via SAIGON - FHINE W
BANGKOK - AMSTERDAM - PARIS sy :
| January 9, 1931 : 3
| ; : J
ROUTES: £

e e

» SAIGON 19:25pm Jan 9, 1931

%

RATE: 195¢
» 20-50q letter to France: 10c
b Air surcharge per 10g:  (3x60) 180c
Over franked 5¢, but it was not indicated on T 0, UineeeeRiieueene, T O
the cover
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3" KLM regular service in 1931

SAIGON - TOULOU
| February 6-16, 1931

This fligth departed two days after the first
inaugurual flight of Air Orient from Saigon.
However, the both flights reached France at the

same day.

ROUTES:

P Posted at SAIGON 17:25pm Feb 6, 1931
» Arrived TOULOU on Feb 16

RATE: 66¢
» <20 ordinary letter to France: bC
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c



2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931)

Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines
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SAIGON - TOULOUSE via MARSEILLE
| May 6-16, 1931

A smaller cross X was cancelled on the airmail
label upon arrival in Marsellle indicating that the
air route would stop at here.

ROUTES:

» Sent from CHOLON 8:am May 6, 1931
» Arrived SAIGON the same day

RATE: 66¢
» <20q letter to France: bC
» Airmalil surcharge, the first 10g: 60c

The letter used a handmade airmatl label

2.3 | KLM scheduled flights in 1931
Twice weekly regular service

SAIGON - AMSTERDAM - PARIS
| April 3-13, 1931

The Fokker F.XII PH-AFL, named “Leeuwerik” left
Batavia on Apr 3, 1931.

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 17:25pm Apr 3, 1931
» Arrived PARIS 15:45pm Apr 13, 1931

RATE: 66c¢
» <20qg letter to France: 6c
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c
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2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931)
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines

Opening SAIGON - BATAVIA - SYDNEY, retoured & redirected to VICHY, ALLIER | May 7, 1931
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sent  HANOI

from  May 4, 1931

May 7, 1931 May 23, 1931

to, SAIGON to_ BATAVIA amved SYDNEY retoured SYDNEY back  SAIGON forwarded
June 23,1931  from  June 24,1931 to July 29, 1931 to

Aug 3, 1931

May 1931, KLM added an experimental flight from
Batavia to Melbourne to their Amsterdam-Batavia
reqular service, providing a through service from
Amsterdam to Australia.

The plane was a Fokker FVIIA/3m trimotor, named
"Abel Tasman”, took off for the T** leg from
Amsterdam to Batavia on 30 April

The pilot and co-pilot: Maurits Pattist and Jan Moll.
Refused upon arrival in Sydney Jun 23, 1931

HANOI arrived SEINE'OISE reached  ALLIER
Aug 7, 1931 Aug 8, 1931

NHATRANG - SWITZERLAND
| June 30 - July 15, 1931

ROUTES:

» Depart from NHATRANG June 29, 1931

» Transitted to SAIGON on June 30

» Arrived SEINE 7:20pm Jul 15

» Redirected to MONT-PELERIN, SUR VEVEY
Jul 16

muthh*hﬁkykﬁhh}t

RATE: 141¢ R ER T
» <20q letter to France: " 6c
» Airmail surcharge, per 10g: (2x60) 120c

» Registration: 15¢

..ﬁ".l' :‘n.l.

1 [nitially, rate applied to France. However, the
letter was redirected to SWITZERLAND but the rate
was rematned.
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2 | Linked to the air route of the Dutch East Indies (1929-1931)
Air Asie combined with K.L.M Royal Dutch Airlines

2.3 | KLM scheduled flights in 1931
Regular weekly service

From October 1, 1931 the frequency of service was doubled: KLM's planes now left Amsterdam for Batavia every Tuesday

using Fokker aircraft.

!

b

P N i

First KLM weekly service SAIGON - PARIS
| October 1-12, 1931

Aircraft: Saigon-Bangkok: Farman 190;
Bagdad-Damas: Bréquet 284T-AlZT

ROUTES:

» Sent from HONQUAN Oct 1, 1931

» Transitted to SAIGON 19:25pm Oct 1
» Arived MARSEILLE 17:pm, Oct 12

RATE: 66¢
» <20g letter to France: 6¢
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g 60c

Sending under Air Orien’s printed envelope with
directional marking: INDOCHINE-FRANCE, PAR
BAGDAD-MARSEILLE. However, the letter was
matled via KLM's service.
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KLM weekly service

SAIGON - ROME, ITALY
| November 18-28, 1931

'l;"l

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 18:pm Nov 18, 1931
» NAPOLI FERROVIA Nov 28
» ROMA Nov 29, 1931

:
RATE: 85¢ | \
» <20q letter to Europe: 10c f
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c
» Registration: 15¢
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3 | The Nougés route!" 3.1 | The inauguration of Air Orient’s airmail service to the Far East
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient? (1931-1933) January 17-27, 1931

The dream of having a direct air connection between France and its colonies in the Far East, in competition with Dutch Indies Airlines and British Imperial Airways, became reality
with the inauguration of Air Ortent’s reqular atrmatl service to Indochina on January 17, 1931.

France-Indochina in 10 and a half days; 1% leg: Marseille-Badgad, 2™ leg: Badgad-Saigon
17 stopovers: Marseille, Naples, Corfu, Athens, Beirut, Damascus, Badgad, Basra, Djask, Karachi, Jopdhpur, Allahabad, Calcutta, Akyab, Rangoon, Bangkok, Saigon
Alrcraft: Marseille-Tripoli by CAMS-53 sea plane; to Karachi by Farman 300; heading to Saigon on a three-engined Fokker VIl Gndme-Rhone-Titan 230 hp leased from K.L.M
Crew: Pichodou (pilot), Richaud (mechanic), Ronat (navigator)

First regular air service of Air Orient from MARSEILLE - SAIGON, commercial letter
| January 17-27, 1931

R - oy, T—
| — — = i e e e — - e _“.h\

s

PREMIERE LIAISON COMMERCIALE FRANCE INDOCHINE
Via Marseille Warignane

————

e ——— F

LIMOGES R. P.

280

POSTE AERIENNE (]
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Departed from Marignane on 17 January at 9:20am, carrying 3,768 letters (63kg) to Saigon. Before the advent of air travel,
mail from France to Indochina took 26 days by sea.

ROUTES:

» Sent from LIMOGES R.P 15:00pm Jan 15, 1931; MARSEILLE-GARE-AVION Jan 15 on ther reverse
» Arrived SAIGON on Jan 27, 1931

b Left SAIGON next day Jan 28 on a retour trip, carrying by ocean liner

» Returned LIMOGES on Feb 28, 1931

RATE: 7.5fr

» <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: bfr
» Registration: 1fr

Tariff period: 15.1.1930 - 31.8.1931

" From February 12 to March 9, 1930, Maurice Nogues performed a test flight lasting 23 days on a Farman 190 between Paris and Indochina. He was the pioneer, also the architect of the France -
Indochina air route.
“l Air Orient, a French airline created by the merger between Air Union and Air Asie on August 30", 1930.



3 | The Nougés route 3.1 | The inauguration of Air Orient’s airmail service to the Far East
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) January 17-27, 1931

LIAISON AERIENNE COMMERCIALE

MARSEILLE-SAIGON

PREMIER VOL AEROPOSTAL REGULIER

Letters posted from Marseilles for the inauguration of the Air Orient
service received a violet rectangular handstamp

The airmail labels used for - |
the 2" leg: Badgad-Saigon,
using Fokker VII tri-motor
airplane

= WEREEEE_NEF TE.T 1 T T i —— & ‘.—,r

IENNE COMMEBreT VLB ;
ROETLLE =GRS DN
PRENIER VOL ALROPOSTAL REGULIER ;
Mongieur VAUTIER
Mécagnicien Ngvigant Compggnie AIR ORIENT =3
<I, Rue Catinat,2T" —
e g amEeee _ & |

The airmail labels used for - 4 : INDUG'HIh )
the T* leg: Marseille-Badgad, i - iz |
using hydroplane —
BEIRUT - SAIGON first regular service e -t AR IR A S S :

| January 21-27, 1931

From Athens, the CAMS-53 hydroplane
carrted the mal to Betrut and arrived on the
Jan 21, where it went overland to Damascus
and then onward by air to Saigon

E.
2
& ."‘

ROUTES: B e eaticor unawar

» Posted at BEYROUTH Jan 19, 1931

» Left BEYROUTH 18:40pm Jan 24

» Arrived SAIGON Jan 27

» Returned by steamship, received
PORT-SAID, EGYPT Feb 23, 1931

cancellation on the reverse

oURIER &
% 1‘""
LY,
7
<

LIRAN - SYRIE - INDOGHTINX

Letters posted from Beirut for the first Air Orient service were
handstamped with a triangular cachet.

LIBAN - SYRIE - INDOCHINE: the two sections from Beirut to Saigon

FRANCAIS




3 | The Nouges route 3.2 | First return service SAIGON - MARSEILLE
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) February 4-16, 1931

For the return voyage, it departed from Saigon on Feb 4, 1931 and arrived Marseille on Feb 16. It was also the first flight of
reqular airmail service from Indochina to France by Air Orient.

First regular air service from Indochina R
to France by Air Orient O
SAIGON - MARRSEILLE r“:-

| February 4-16, 1931

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 15:25pm Feb 3, 1931
» Left SAIGON next day, Feb 4
» Arrived MARSEILLE on Feb 16

fuw/cjaﬂ ’lt‘{f'(? A
(lvocal /
by Ruwe Jaiunt Jacgued

/7(::1*: 2 eclle

A winged seahorse cachet in violet was struck
on covers arrving at Marseille, not applied from
Saigon, where the letter was sent...
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First regular air service from Indochina
to France by Air Orient

SAIGON - PARIS
| February 4-16, 1931

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 19:25pm Feb 3, 1931
b Left SAIGON next day, Feb 4
» Arrived PARIS on Feb 17

RATE: 66c
» <20g letter to France: 6C
¢ pusmein b Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c
T
R
ti‘ :
3 :
\

.. while the black cachet applied for letters ariving at Paris.
This cachet continued to used for Air Ortent’s flight departing from France until the end of 71931



3 | The Nouges route
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933)

3.2 | First return service SAIGON - MARSEILLE
Stopovers of return voyage

The return trip was also accomplished in stages with different planes and crews: Saigon - Calcutta, Saigon - Beyrouth (Beirut), Syria,..

L
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DESCOURS & CABAUD
PRODUITS METALLURGIQUES

Société Anonyme au Capital de 100.000.000 de Francs
SAIGON

Entrenﬁt Michelin

M. KAHN & KAHN
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Stopovers on the return flight

SAIGON - CALCUTTA, INDIA
| February 4-18, 1931

ROUTES:

p Posted at SAIGON 13:55pm Feb 3,
1931, left SAIGON next day
» Arrived CALCUTTA 8:15pm Feb 18

A RATE: 30c

» <20qg letter to Calcutta: 5¢C
» Airmail surcharge, per 10g:  25¢

Applied for route: Saigon - Calcutta,
Madras, Agra, Karachi, Bombay.

CALCUTTA
$é1ndia)

The bag of letters from Saigon to the Mid-East was somehow left behind at Bangkok. It was transported to Penang, Malaysia; then via a mail
steamer through the Suez Canal onward to Beirut. The mail finally arrived at Beirut on 2 March 1931, a month after the initial posting.

SAIGON - BEYROUTH, SYRIA
| February 4 - March 2, 1931

ROUTES:

» Posted at SAIGON 9:25pm
Feb 3, 1931; departed next
day

» To PENANG 4:pm Feb 9

» To BEYROUTH Mar 2, 1931

RATE: 55¢

» <20g foreign letter: 10c |
» Airmail surcharge, 10g:  45c¢

Applied for route: Saigon - Palestine
- Syrie, Damas, Beyrouth.

it

[PAGNIE AIR ORIENT |




3 | The Nougés route 3.2 | First return service SAIGON - MARSEILLE
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular airmail service to Europe

Now that there were two regular airmail services from Indochina to Europe, operated either directly by Air Orient or
connected with K.L.M service from Bangkok.

Letter to ROTTERDAM, HOLLAND via

SAIGON - MARSEILLE inaugural service
| February 4-16, 1931

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 19:25pm Feb 3, 1931
» Left SAIGON next day, Feb 4

RATE: 70c

» <20q letter to Europe: 10c

» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c

Violet flight cachet was applied on letters arriving ~ — .' | _: ) i | ORI o B it e . p‘m |
at Marseille. -\ ‘b ¥ Y } . VaiAda o AP

SAIGON - BOUCHIR, IRAN via
1% o R N L e B S ariaalfile st | Air Orient inaugural service,
L - | DUl ATEL I~ ~1 ~E AL redirected to LONDON by sea

5 S 3 - TR | February 4 - March 19, 1931

LR Spes EAE 0 T s RS S S

| AIR MAIL i - Ry e P LA T ~— || ROUTES:
| » Sent from SAIGON 13:55pm Feb 3
» BOUCHIR (BUSHEHR), IRAN on Feb
26, 1931
» Redirected to LONDON by sea

mail, arived on Mar 19, 1931.
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Posted at Saigon on 3 February, it arrived
Bouchir, Iran by Air Orient. However, the
matl was redirected to London by sea mail
via: Penang, Bombay, Bouchir and
reached London on 19 March, 1931.

RATES:

Airmail surcharge to Burchir was 35¢ per

10g. However, the letter was franked with
37¢ in total. The correct postage would be
45c¢ (included 10c ordinary rate).
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3 | The Nouges route
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933)

1* leg: MARSEILLE - BAGDAD

3.3 | Summer service: 1°t Mar - 15" Oct 1931

Regular two-weekly flight

2" leg: BAGDAD - INDOCHINA

By hydroplane Tri-motor airplane
L : . , | :
L1 Marsile * FRANCE - SYRIE - INDOCHINE B, " Bagdad | .. B
= Milis E% Summer service: 1t Mar - 15" Oct, 1931 B, Bouchir | .. Thu
. Corfou & The summer service started on Mar 1 and lasted until Oct 15™. The plane took-off from _?TJZ" ' !{[a)Jr::;' '"ﬁz:
= | Athenes L Marseille on Thursday of every two weeks and need about ten days to arrive. This route Weﬁ. r Allahahal ] ""r;mn
iC;“EIm:;D 5 divided into two legs: 1* leg: Marseille-Badgad, 2" leg: Badgad-Saigon Thy - alents | S
i Beyrou o U... . | .
~ | Damas | . Return voyage departed from Saigon on Friday of every two weeks Fri.... . Rangoon | .ot
& Bagdad ! A Sat.. . Bangkok .. Fri
v ‘ Sun....arrive:  Saigon ! depart ....Fri
v ®
4 '
‘ O BERLIN 6 Fast and Far-East by air
O BRUXELS A 55 §
% Qp.ﬂ.ms f’ 'G
8 . J GENEM’A} <
.  LYONG - &:% & S
MARSEILLE 5 e 8 © CALCUTTA  AKYAB 0.0, HOANG 54,
I X & JODHPUR o e et X
| AR ) . USHIRE i .‘,. o A aancrok g LoRUONG
%% w < KAACl e e ot ® |
O A (W ARTVL
B3 et . (- Kl wisaicoN
| b ALGER 9 "\ %
Via SUEZ to .
AMERICA ‘
by sea mm= Air Orient’s main route >
-== Sub-routes (connecting lines) o =

2" regular air service SAIGON - MARSEILLE

BINHDINH - ISERE via Air Orient
| March 2-15, 1931

g ——— T —

Upon arrival in Marseille, a cross X was applied on
the "Par avion” lable to ensure that the airmail
service stopped at Marseille and did not continue
onward by atr.

i

PAR AVIODN. \
réecomeandee -

4

ROUTES:

» Sent from BINHDINH Feb 28, 1931,
transferred to QUINHON same day

» Arrived to SAIGON Mar 2

» MARSEILLE GARE Mar 15, LYON Mar 16

RATE: 81c

» <20q letter to France: 6C | - » VIA HARSIKT L.
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c
» Registration: 15¢ Y

s .
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3 | The Nouges route:
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933)

Additional air surcharge on Marseille-Paris route

SAIGON - MARSEILLE - PARIS
| May 28 - June 8, 1931

SAIGON = MARSEILLE: by Air Orient
MARSEILLE - PARIS: reqular air service

ROUTES:

» Departed from HAIPHONG 20:pm May 24, 1931, via

QUANG-YEN at the same day
» Transitted to SAIGON 10:55am May 28
» Arrived RIBERAC June 9

RATE: 70c
» <20g letter to France: 6¢
» Airmail surcharge to Marseille, the first 10g: 60c

» Additional airmail surcharge on Marseille - Paris:  4c

A Fokker F.VIIb/3m PH-AEQO (F-ALSG) airplane of Air Orient departed Saigon on 6 June, 1931. On 7 June, the accident
occurred while en route from Rangoon to Akyab, probably caught by hitting trees in heavy rain and strong winds. The plane
fell into the Sandoway river. The entire crew: pilot Beauregard ', copilot Bourgeois, mechanic Patard were killed.

3.3 | Summer service: 1 Mar - 15" Oct 1931
Regular two-weekly flight

Accident flight at Burma

SAIGON - LUXEMBOURG
| June 6-7, 1931

ROUTES:

b Letter posted at SAIGON 19:25pm Jun 4,
1931. Left SAIGON Jun 6.

» The airplane crashed at Burma, however the
mails were saved and carried to Marseille on
Jul 2, nearly one month since its departure

» It arrived Luxembourg on Jul 4

There letters were given an explanatory cachet

COURRIER ACCIDENTE
LE 7 JUIN 1931

RATE: 70c
b <20g letter to Europe: 10c
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c

! After Lallouette, an other great pilot Beauregard was killed by an accident. Since the beginning of its network, Air-Orient has suffered the very hard blow of losing a valuable crew.



3 I The Nougés route: 3.3 | Summer service: 15 Mar - 15™ Oct 1931
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Providing weekly service

The Air Orient Marseille - Saigon service commenced in January 1931. Initially, the service operated on a fortnightly basis, but it became a weekly service from 1 July 1937 (according
to Bulletin ["puis" mensuel] de la Chambre de commerce de Hanoi), not from May 1932 as the mention of some documents.

Engine fire and got a repair

LONDON - INDOCHINA via MARSEILLE - SAIGON
| July 1-22, 1931

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION Air Orient put a new Fokker (nto service for the 30 June
departure to Saigon, which replaced the one destroyed at
N ) | Akyab, Burma in June. After experiencing several problems
Via French air line v N7 AN | at Calcutta, the plane finally reached Akyab on 13 July. An
to Sa igon S | tal ™" AT Y ZRin\ b engine fire caused serious damage to the plane, taking a
' U JRHBL S50 )t week for repairs. The plane and the mail finally reached
Saigon on 22 July.

ROUTES:
M. Emile Grisoli, L » Sent from LONDON 2:45pm Jun 30, 1931
Chef de bureau‘““" 4 » To MARSEILLE 20:30pm Jul 1
. Serv‘ice a Ira:mux Publics, b Arrived SAIGON Jul 22, 1931

__Saigong .

ff’o CHINA, RATE: 1s4d (1s=12d)

From 23 Feb, 1931, air fees and postage to Indochina were
combined at 1s4d, then reduced to 1s1d since 30 Sep, 1931,

— % 1- |||.-"'__
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Exposition Coloniale 1931
MARSEILLE - SAIGON by Air Orient

————— -

: ?,: »
| July 10-24, 1931 : | g : :
E : =
: | =
ROUTES: , g S
TT > |
» PARIS-GARE-AVION 16:pm Jul 9 ¥ iie e T
> MARSEILLE-GARE 10:30am Jul 10 S Y |
» Arrived SAIGON Jul 24, 1931 Ak o e |
% ompagnie AIR- |
RATE: 6.5fr 21, rue Catinat '
» <20q letter to Indochina: 0.5fr 1
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: ofr S AZ2GO0N |
Tariff period: 15.1.1930 - 31.8.1931 5 « === (Cochinechine )
il b -‘
[ ; " 7" oseSsedtenseathietobon:

To promote the 1931 Colonial Exposition in Paris, ——| | *
Air Orient handstamped letters with a cachet to "
advertise this event. The cachet employed Alr
Orient's winged seahorse logo but VIA AIR-ORIENT
was replaced by EXPOSITION COLONIALE 1931

o —




3 | The Nouges route:

Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933)

3.3 | Summer service: 1°t Mar - 15" Oct 1931
Providing weekly service

SAIGON - MARSEILLE - PARIS
| July 9-21, 1931

.;, "I ¥ :-E}E-u :I :__E...E'-‘.._-i'.':i-_-:* I'-::l.
| 2Rl | e bt v
1 % || TS
. A e B ]

» SAIGON 19:20:pm Jul 9, 1931

A | ke » MARSEILLE Jul 21, 1931

RATE: 130c

I o S g O O

| » <20q letter to France: bc
X g » Airmail surcharge, per 10g (2x60) 120c
| » Air surcharge Marseille-Paris: 4c

Mirror datestamp MARSEILLE-GARE B<H5 DU
RHONE 21.7.1931

S
-
-~

Mirror datestamp Correct datestamp after
(unusual) flipped horizontally

Weekly service

Route to HANOI via MARSEILLE - SAIGON
| July 15-24, 1931

ROUTES:

» MARSEILLE A% ARCS Jul 15, 1931

» MARSEILLE-GARE-AVION 19:pm Jul 15
» Arrived SAIGON Jul 24, 1931

» HANOI 7:15am Jul 27

RATE: 6.5fr
b <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 6fr

Tariff period: 15.1.1930 - 31.8.1931

__ % T d -
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Air Orient's regular service on Marseille - Saigon direction usually franked two airmail labels



3 | The Nouges route: 3.3 | Summer service: 1 Mar - 15% Oct 1931
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Two accidents in one month

Forced landing at the south of CORFU
| August 6-18, 1931

P e ==l 2o, BTl From the south of Corfu, the seaplane faced with
R dp— | engine fire and had to land, but was able to
make its way to the port of Amalfi on Aug 18.
With the engine repaired, the crew reached
Marseille at late of the same day.

Pilot: Pommereau; Mechanic: Richard.

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 17:pm Aug 6, 1931
» Arived MARSEILLE at 18:pm, Aug 18

RATE: 81c

P <20g letter to France: b¢
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g 60c
P Registration 15¢

The Cross X indicated that the airmail service stopped at Marseille, continued onward in France by surface

Forced landing near DAMASCUS
| August 13-18, 1931

The reqular Air Orient plane that had departed Rl - (TN e S ot T A el INDOCHINEEE wo g
Saigon on 13 August 1931 later made a forced O i s % asagh a9 S A
landing near Damascus because of a sandstorm.

No explanation of the incident was (ndicated on

letters carried by this airmail service.

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 17:25pm Aug 13, 1931
» Arived ALLIER 16:30pm, Aug 25, 1931

RATE: 66¢

b <20g letter to France:
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g 60c




3 | The Nougés route: 3.3 | Summer service: 15 Mar - 15" Oct 1931
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular weekly flight

On 24 September 1931, an airplane of Air Orient departed from Saigon, for its reqular service. On 30 September, about 150
kilometers northwest of Karachi, it crashed and caught fire. There were casualties including the death of the radioman. Mail
was rescued and continued onward with no indication of the incident.

L‘T{1m111m@&uﬁ1:ﬂ

Accident flight, 30 September 1931

SAIGON - PARIS
| September 24 - October 7, 1931

NIHDOONI |55

IJIIJ’J’H-’IHJJ'JJ’JW#

ROUTES:

» Sent from HANOI 18:pm Sep 21, 1931
» Arived SAIGON Sep 24, 1931

» MARSEILLE Oct 7, 1931

» NEUILLY *** SEINE 7:20am Oct 9, 1931

|

RATE: 81c e S8 N ‘i
» <20g letter to France: bc _ ’ ; -!
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c - Ef J< i
» Registration: 15¢ B |
BN | 4

e e B E g e

SAIGON - MARSEILLE via Air Orient,
steamship to UNITED STATE via Suez

cannal
| October 7-17, 1931

5 PR o g

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON Oct 6, 1931
» Arived SEINT " OISE 17:45pm, Oct 12

The cross X indicated that the airmail service was
stopped at Marseille. It continued to California,
US by steamboat.

;;'-wm,-- L A . ‘ RATE: 70c

ol !I,'=I|-'?:-'IIII. o -_1|
0

e |
1
e |

b <20g letter to the United States: 10c

|
= :1:||I . . .
0 .__'il\\ » Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 60c
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3 | The Nougeés route: 3.4 | Winter service: 16™ Oct 1931 - 1%t Mar 1932
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular weekly flight

The winter service began on 16" Oct of this year and lasted until 1** Mar of next year. The plane took-off Marseille on
Thursday of every two weeks and need about 10 days to arrive. The plane from Saigon departed on Friday of every 2 weeks.
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SAIGON - CANNES
| October 23 - November 2, 1931

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 11:am Oct 22, 1931, the
flight departed on Oct 23 (Friday)
» Arrived MARSEILLE 15:pm, Nov 2

Bl el il il _-'-':I:r-'-‘f
Mkl LK i i i LLE
i T sk Fo

Usually letters from Indochina were franked for
airmail service to Marseille. Upon arrival in
Marseille, a cross X was applied on “Par avion” label
to ensure that the airmatl service stopped at
Marseille and did not continue onward by atr.

RATE: 81c

b <20g letter to France: 6C
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g 60c
» Registration 15¢

- N T SN
= L i TR TR
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LR vy R, YR

At time letter arrived, the airplane had departed. It had to wait the next flight, which left Saigon on Oct 29, 1931. As a result,
the post office applied a handstamp “Parvenu apres départ Avion’, meaning “arrived after the departure of plane”

Arrived after the departure of plane

HANOI - NANCY via Air Orient
| October 17, 1931 - November 9, 1931

ROUTES:

» Sent from HANOI 15:pm Oct 17, 1931
» Transferred to SAIGON 6:am Oct 23.

However, the airplane had took-off at 5:am Oct 23.
The letter had to wait the next Air Orient's flight,
which departed Saigon on Oct 29, 1931. Received
"too late” handstamp:
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Parvenu apreés
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départ Avicn

» Reached MARSEILLE 19:pm Nov 9, 1931,

about three weeks for arriving
» NANCY 14:pm Nov 10, 1931




3 | The Nouges route: 3.4 | Winter service: 16" Oct 1931 - 1°* Mar 1932
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular weekly flight

The CAMS 53 seaplane on the Marseilles-Corfu leg suffered engine failure at Naples. A replacement plane resumed the
journey on 2 Jan, 1932. A second engine problem occurred with the Fokker VII b-3m carrying mail on the Karachi-Saigon

leg requiring a forced landing shortly after departing Allahabad. Bad weather and more engine troubles resulted in yet
another forced landing at Moulmein, Burma. Finally, the mail reached Saigon on 10 Jan, 1932.

Engine failure

MARSEILLE - SAIGON, inbound flight
| December 31, 1931 - January 10, 1932

ROUTES:

» Sent from PARIS 12:45pm Dec 28, 1931

» PARIS-GARE-P.L.M.-AVION 18:pm Dec 28
» To MARSEILLE 8:30am Dec 29, 1931

» Arrived SAIGON 9:30 Jan 10, 1932

RATE: 6.5fr
» <20g letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, first 10g: ofr

Tariff period: 1.9.1931 - 10.6.1932

=

'H‘ﬁl de Hr Hurr’ - [
ACOBQ Receveur des ' TNl T
Douanes et Refies de
?*Indochine & GOCONG
£ 8 Uﬂﬂ-hinchine ) A e
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SAIGON - PARIS via Air Orient
| December 31, 1931 - January 11, 1932

g P LI e

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 11:am Dec 31, 1931
» Arrived MARSEILLE Jan 11, 1932

mnsisur 1e DIN . <400 SC TR
| 17Agencs " *"'

. " COMPTOIR NATIONAL mzscomn N
: “ Ly e S PARIB o e p <20qg letter to France: bc
T | | 3 '3 » Airmail surcharge, the first 10g 60c
R""’ du Omm& ® ‘ b Registration 15¢

PARIS ( xve)

- ----—-- Bl T

l + Tariff period: 18.10.1930 - 30.6.1932
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3 | The Nouges route: 3.4 | Winter service: 16 Oct 1931 - 1 Mar 1932
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular weekly flight

BIENHOA - TARN via Air Orient
| February 25 - March 7, 1932

ROUTES:

» Sent from BIENHOA 9:25am Feb 25, 1932
» SAIGON 17:15pm same day

» Arrived TARN 16:15 Mar 7

RATE: 66¢

» <20g letter to France: bC
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g 60c

From the beginning of 1932, a route-marking:
SAIGON-MARSEILLE tn rectangular was applied on
airmail letters posted at Saigon.

HANOI - MARSEILLE, emergency landing between Corfu & Naples
| March 18-31, 1932

ROUTES:

» HANOI Mar 14, 1932

» Left SAIGON Mar 18

» Arrived MARSEILLE
16:pm Mar 31,
enrouted to PARIS

RATE 141c:

b <20g letter: bc
» Airmail surcharge: 60c
» Airmail surcharge: 60c
» Registration: 15¢

.

CAMS-53 FAINN (Champagne or Loire Olivier 242) hydro aeroplane, pilot Pommereau, emergency landing on 28 Mar, 1932 while flying between
Corfu & Naples, Italy due to bad weather. It continued enrouting to MARSEILLE by F-AJL (a relief airplane), pilot R. REMY, arrived MARSEILLE at 4.pm

Mar 31, 1932. The stamps of these covers were usually washed because the airplane was blown on the beach. This above cover was full of stamps.

Applied handstamp: COURRIER ACCIDENTE (Nierinck type 320328)




3 | The Nouges route: 3.5 | Summer service: 1 Mar - 15% Oct 1932
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular weekly flight

SAIGON - MARSEILLE
| April 7-17, 1932

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 17:15pm Apr 7, 1932
» Arrived MARSEILLE, RHONE 19:pm Apr 17
» MARSEILLE-GARE, SOMME 15:pm Apr 19
» AMIENS, SOMME 16:15pm Apr 19

RATE: 81c

» <20q letter to France: bC
» Airmail surcharge, first 10g: 60c
» Registration: 15¢

Tariff period: 18.10.71930 - 30.6.7932

|
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The letter had two receipt’s addresses, franked with two airmall labels and two Saigon-Marseille handstamps (one (n black
and one in dark-violet color, in which the violet was not common). No postmark indicated that one of the two addresses was
incorrect or rejected.

SWITZERLAND - CAMBODGE via

MARSEILLE - SAIGON
| August 30 - September 8, 1932

ROUTES:

b Sent from VEYNRE Aug 30, 1932
» GENEVE Aug 30

» Arrived MARSEILLE next day

» SAIGON 16:30pm Sep 8

» PNOMPENH 11:am Sep 9

RATE: 1.5 Sfr

b <20g foreign rate: 30 Rp
b Airmail fee, per 5¢: (2x60 Rp) 1.2 Sfr

1 Swiss franc (Sfr) = 100 Rappen (Rp)




3 | The Nouges route: 3.6 | Winter service: 16" Oct 1932 - 1°* Mar 1933

Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular weekly flight

¢ ‘ ‘; sj ‘: f y> J 0P i’t A S LEeavy 1.“..1.1.1.-, “““““““““““ et -..:-:h'\
R £ 2 %
St FINANCIERE FRANCAISE ;
ET :
£ COLONIALE :
20-50g airmail letter £ : :
| October 30 - Nov 8, 1932 Burecgu 06 ¥ransis €
AGENCE DE SAIGON E
ROUTES: R. C. SAIGON 168 :‘ ..
» SAIGON 18: pm Oct 29, 1932, t :
departed next day 2

» PARIS Nov 8, 1932

-...-q..-'\. v-.l.-hﬁ_'u'h-'n-ﬁ-.-'h; Ty e N T‘H -

RATE: 205¢ . R % 8;
iy
b <20-50g letter to France: 10c ) 21 I q_ﬁ T 1*4 ANS :
» Airmail rate, per 5g:  "(6x30) 180c b AL Sk utn e
» Registration: 15¢ =" "SOCILTE DES CAOUTCHOUCS DE L’INDOCHINE
1 Six times rate, meaning the letter weight /"".T",T-'Ff 5I, Rue d'Anjou, 5I
between 30-34g. /&x‘:* Q oy,
~ _w :
Tariff period: 1.7.1932 - 7.6.1938 "T \ \

<9
) %l |
<Ly PARLS |

—— HANOI - NURNBERG 2

d > f 1 via SAIGON - MARSEILLE, Air Orient
| (':r ,ﬁ’ :"_"" | April 8-18 1933

]il'hr 1&
i L ROUTES:
» HANOI.R.P. 16:15pm Apr 5, 1933
» Arrived SAIGON at 9:30am Apr 8, 1933
» Arrived NURNBERG 2B.Z and BERLIN at
same day Apr 18, 1934

_HIt Laftpost bgmmﬂ 0 | » NURNBERG-FURTH Apr 19

p stamt Nﬂ!‘ﬂhﬂfg 2F ]ﬂg.hﬂfﬂ 0 § K Received “Mit Luftpost befordert Postamt
0 =i Nirnberg 2 Flughafen” handstamp.

RATE: 66c¢

The letter was franked with 66¢, enough postage
to France only, It was handwritten T=0'4802 to
indicate the amount of postage to be collected for
the continued air transport from Marseille to
Niirnberg terminal 2




3 | The Nougés route: 3.7 | Summer service: 1% Mar - 30" Aug " 1933
Connecting France to Indochina by Air Orient (1931-1933) Regular weekly flight

CANTHO - PARIS via SAIGON - MARSEILLE

redirected to an other address
| June 24 - July 6, 1933

ROUTES:

» Sent from CANTHO 10:30am Jun 24, 1933
» SAIGON 16:10pm same day
» Arrived PARIS 11:15am Jul 6

RATE: 111c

» <20q letter to France: bc
» Airmail surcharge, per 5g: (3x30) 90c
» Registration: 15¢

Tariff period: 1.7.1932 - 7.6.1938

To encourage use of airmail between France and Indochina, the post office would sometimes select letters posted by reqular LETTRE TRANSPORTEE
mail and carried by air. The selected letters were handstamped with a framed marking noting that the mailing had received EXCEPTIONNELLEMENT PAR AVION
special service. The recipient would be impressed by the fast service, as a result, would be more inclined to use it (n the future A TITRE DE PROPAGANDE

o TS e ey e per r——,
=\ TOURING CLUB DE FRANCE |
|2 0% Y Reconnii * ité Publique
- Gl iﬁepuauousg i : : -
IRDHEREZ AuTOURING CLUBDEFRANCE FRANZAIS \ PRO‘PAGANDA Promotion of airmail
0 ( Colisation 25Fr.par AN) - * 50 | service, PARIS - SAIGON
! 35 avenue de la Grande Armée-ParisXVIe | ; | July 7-20, 1933

PosTiD ¢
C. 0536

Sikas Soam. VOMBREUX AVANTAGES

65, AV*™ pE LA GRANDE ARMEE

* . = PARIS 1e= Y RS L PARIS 62—
Tois s
S ﬁq!tiﬁ_1.'.13.1:.%-111‘ Léon C

ROUTES:

» PARIS 62 Jul 7, 1933
» SAIGON Jul 20, 1933 on the reverse

The letter was picked to carry by air. It take about

Négociahb 2 weeks for arriving Indochina, compare with
* | : i normally ~3 weeks by steamboat.
I27, Rue Catinat, I /}
£ W 28 | | RATE: 0.5fr
% | b <20q letter to Indochina: 0.50fr
SALGOD \f/ -‘ b Airmail surcharge free
(Cochinchine) The letter paid 0.5fr postage to Saigon by seapost

M Summer service in 1933 suspended in August becaused Air Orient ceased operation at the end of Aug 1933. After this time, all the operations were transferred to Air France (see chapter 4).



4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939)

The period that airmail routes were well established

4.1 | Air France carrier was born
The merger of 5 airlines to creat Air France

Air France was founded on August 30, 1933 basing on the merger of five main French airlines: Air Orient, Air Union, CIDNA, SGTA and Aéropostale. Seven days after the merger, Air
France inaugurated its operations at Le Bourget airport, then officially launched at Paris on Oct 7, 1933. Several of the merged airlines had ceased operation before merging, while

some continued activities until Oct 7, 1933.

TENTTLTET L L LA T - -..-h-,-..f\.:\’

Late service of Air Orient before the

merger: SAIGON - TOULOUSE
| August 19, 1933

Late service provided by Air Orient from Saigon
before this airline merged into Air France at the

end of Aug, 1933. Air Orient officially ceased
operations on Oct 7, 1933.

ROUTES:
» Sent from SAIGON 15:30pm Aug 19, 1933

RATE: 141c

» <20g letter to France: 6¢
» Airmail surcharge, per 5¢: (4x30) 120c
» Registration 15¢

Tariff period.: 1.7.1932 - 7.6.1938

' This airline focused on Africa & South America routes

Ceased operation of Aéropostale’

MARSEILLE -~ SAIGON
| August 16, 1933

ROUTES:

» Posted at MARSEILLE 13:40pm Aug 16,
1933

RATE: 3.5fr
» <20q letter to Indochina: 0.5fr
» Airmail surcharge, each 5g: 3fr

Tariff period: 1.7.1932 - 1.7.1934

The printed envelope that contained AMERIQUE
DU SUD - PAR L'AEROPOSTALE was cancelled by
pen. This was an evidence proving that this airline
had ceased its operation before the time of

& sending the letter.
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4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.1 | Air France carrier was born
The period that airmail routes were well established Continuing the previous efforts of Air Orient

After the merger, all the crew, air fleet, routes were remained excpet the name Ait Orient renamed to Air France. Continuing the previous efforts of Air Orient, in just a few year, Air
France had built extensive air network to Europe, Mediterranean, Middle East and Far East Asia.

iy r ————

L N L N T A - L T T e oy,

i 5
L L e T T e e

Service by Air Orient " after the merger

SAIGON - PARIS
| September 1-11, 1933

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 15:10pm Sep 1, 1933
» Arrived PARIS Sep 11, 1933

RATE: 175¢ |

I
» 20-50q letter to France: 10c |
» Airmail surcharge, every 5g:  (5x30) 150c .
» Registration: 15¢

The letter used AR service.
Tariff period: 1.7.1932 - 7.6.1938.
Il Air Orient stopped operation on Oct 7, 1933.

INTERNATIONAL IMPORT - EXPORT
13, Rue du Phu-Kiét, 13 |

SAIGON (COCHINCHINE)

Adress t Ery?;\lnter

FHE

Commemorative flight
| November 12-20, 1933

To commemorate the National Air Day, the post

office employed a winged hexagonal cachet on

lﬂ r,, " .ruﬁ“ s airmail letters of Air France that departed Saigon
u Hurnlullﬁﬂ J5E Hir_nuilll?l] on 12" Nov. 1933

\‘Amﬁw Q‘L 9)0;@, %mmq,
de G hkielle 6& s,
Mieh,

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON Nov 11, 1933
» Departed next day

RATE: 40c

» <20q letter to France: bc
» Air surcharge to Marseille, first 5g: 30c
» Air surcharge Marseille - Paris: 4c




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.2 | Indochina & France by Air France
The period that airmail routes were well established Accident of “Emerald” | SAIGON - PARIS stopped at Corbigny

Alrcraft: three-engined Dewoitine 332 F-AMMY 1650 HP, airplane name: “Emeraude” - Pilot: Andre Launay; radio: Ferdinand Queyrel; mechanic: Camille Crampel
The passengers included several notabilities: MM. Pierre Pasquier, governor general of French Indochina; Cliauntie, director of civil aviation; Beleazie, director of technical services to
the Air Ministry; Maurice Nougés, aviation pioneer and general manager of Air France. Unfortunately, Maurice Nogues was died in this accident
Crashed near Corbigny, France due to snowstorm while departing Lyon-Bron airport for Paris-Le Bourget airport on January 15, 1934
Mail had been removed from the Emeraude prior to the crash

Accident of the EMERAUDE (Emerald)

SAIGON - PARIS stopped at Corbigny
| January 5-17, 1934

ROUTES:

» Cancelled at SAIGON 21:pm Jan 4, 1934
b Left SAIGON next day Jan 5
» Sent to PARIS, redirected to INDRE-LOIRE

RATE: 66¢
» <20q letter to France: bC
» Airmail surcharge, per 5g: (2x30) 60c

SR g S !__ HANOI - BANGKOK on the route of
AEESTEAERMENNERYY. dERS segiid ||  EMERAUDE from SAIGON - PARIS
i | January 5-7, 1934

ROUTES:

» Sent from HANOI 19:30pm Dec 27, 1933
» Arrived SAIGON at 7:45am Dec 30
» BANGKOK.P.O 12:00am Jan 7, 1934

This mail was sucessfully delivered before the
accident.

RATE: 50c
» <20g letter to foreign countries: 10c
» Airmail surcharge, the first 10g: 25¢

» Registration: 15¢




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.2 | Indochina 5 France by Air France
The period that airmail routes were well established Continuing the previous efforts of Air Orient

1934 showed an increase of 101.19% in the weight of mail carried from France to the Far East. In 1935, the journey time between France - Indochina was reduced to 7 days from the
8 days previously when better aircraft came into service. The proportion of airmail reached 40% the total of mail transportation.

4, Rue Catinat

R. C. Saigon N' 145
TELEPHONE: N* 136 & €67

SAIGON

SAIGON - BORDEAUX, redirected to "H o ,'"

PARIS
| February 10-19, 1935

ROUTES:
Monsieur Etienne DE NI S
R SN SEPn TR dent du Conseil d’'Administration
departed early morning of next day ?

» Arrived MARSEILLE 18:pm Feb 19
» Reached BORDEAUX 10:am Feb 20
» Redirected to PARIS Feb 21

RATE: 96¢

» <20g letter to France: b¢
» Airmail surcharge per 5g: (3x30) 90c

Tariff period: 1.7.1932 - 7.6.1938

- NORD ANNA

SAIGON - PARIS, multiple weight

AR | February 24, 1939
(L &UU ebruary 24,
L] t ;4 —
\‘ N 5 ROUTES:
NSO ERAE YR '
- SR | N i = .
~< {8 0o oo, O I e )| » HAIPHONG 20:55pm Feb 24, 1939,

SAIGON MARSE ILLE departed early morning of next day

Monsjieur le Directeur

) de la Cie d'Assurance Franco-Asiatique _' RATE: 219¢
: P <20-50q letter to France: 9
| 85 rue Ss&int Lazare : » Air surcharge, per 5g:  (7x30) 210c
| g a | Tariff period: 8.6.1938 - 11.6.1939
/ > The air fee charged at 7 times, indicating
PARIGS OCeue that the letter weight between 35-39g




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.2 | Indochina 5 France by Air France
The period that airmail routes were well established Lauching direct flight to HANOI

Connection to Hanoi was launched on Feb 1, 1935, about one year after the creation of Air France. From then, the two major air terminals for Indochina were in Saigon and Hano,
and all Indochinese airmail leaving the country passed through one of these terminals.

o

- r
. R
.
4

CARPENTRAS - HONGAY, TONKIN

via MARSEILLE - HANOI
| Novvember 18-27, 1936

ROUTES:

» CARPENTRAS Nov 17, 1936

» By train to AVIGNON 15:pm Nov 17,
MARSEILLE 23:pm same day

» Arrived HANOI 10:30am Nov 27

» HAI-PHONG 15:30pm Nov 27

onsieur REY Jean Joseph

> HONGAY 7:am Nov 28 P gervice de la Slreté

RATE: 7.75fr M

» <20q letter to Indochina: 0.5fr - _ - ‘ Tonkin |
» Airmail surcharge, per 5g:  (2x3) 6fr —

.'_r....:-ﬂﬂE.Tl-_‘. 5

» Registration: 1.25fr
Tariff period: 29.4.1936 - 11.7.1937

ol e 2 rr;ra#w e

Route to PORRENTRUY, SWITZERLAND

via HANOI - MARSEILLE
| Novvember 10, 1938

ROUTES:

» Posted at HAIDUONG 18:pm Nov 10, 1938

» HANOI 4:35am Nov 11 backstamped,
enrouted to PORRENTRUY via directed
flight Hanoi - Marseille

Route-marking Hanoi-Marseille in italic letter style,
dashed underline, was applied from May 1935

r-"—-'--—-'——'——"-—
Hamai Narseille

. — o Y e —

[y RATE: 48c
— S
Xl Lé‘-‘"f \ » <20g letter to Europe: 18¢
» Airmail surcharge, per 5g: 30c

VIA AIR FRANCE

Tariff period: 8.6.71938 - 11.6.1939




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.3. Air routes to/from Europe
The period that airmail routes were well established

ARGOSTOLION, GREECE - PNOMPENH, CAMBODGE via ATHENS - SAIGON
July 21 - August 3, 1934

Tl

Athens was one of the important stops

between France and Indochina, mail from E|
here could be transferred to cities of Europe, '5' |
Middle East, Africa, Mediterranean and
opposite direction as well. <
ROUTES: \ &2 B ' N
> Sent from ARGOSTOLION Jul 19, ﬂif ot TR TR ; f yr

1934 s T een. /eotad Seno-ldS
» Left AOHNAI, ACROPOLIS Jul 21 Pl T / _, ff/; : | 7/
» Arrived SAIGON 14:pm Aug 3, 1934 //;? {7‘?4 (”/; e J z‘f’é[ & 7/4’// OA LD
» Reached PNOMPENH 11:am Aug 4 / 3 /_j /7 7 y, &

Jopom-fenir (Ca 120G €
RATE: 13 Drs / e //
Franked with: 1 Dr; 2 Dr; 2x5 Drs; 25 Lepta. g
Total: 13.25 Dr, in which 25 Lepta used for .
International Fair fund ~ / /)
| /e B
A ) w177 e

Airmail from SAIGON to YOUGOSLAVIA, dispatched via ATHENS ROUTES:

October 31 - November 14, 1936

» Sent from SAIGON 18:pm Oct 31, 1936
» Arived AOHNAI, ACROPOLIS Nov 8; to PODGORICA Nov 12
» Reached SARAJEVO, YUGOSLAVIA Nov 14

RATE: 65¢, overfranked 3¢

» <20qg ordinary letter to Europe: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge to Athenes, per 5g: (2x25) 50c

Ex+.

Saigon-Athenes: by Air France, Athenes-Yugoslavia: by surface. A “cross X" manuscript in red color
applied upon arival in Athenes indicating that the air route stopped here. It continued onward by
surface to Yugoslavia. No Marseille or Parts arival datestamp on the reverse.




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939)
The period that airmail routes were well established

In 1934, Air France obtained the transport of airmail from Czecho Slovakia, this resulted in a distinct increase of letters dispatched
compared with 1933. The Prague-Paris-London route archived a 72% (ncrease year-on-year of airmatl transportation.

i

wg AW AT S TS

- F e T e

IRg o L iw-a B igie s

Skoda - Works ,

; h/%b amim.

“"ﬁ"““"‘f&ﬂ;m Centon

CHINA . Shameen - Boomangeé Blg 20,

' -
VIA AIR FRANCE e

2 i

4.3. Air route to/from Europe

PRAHA, CZECHO SLOVAKIA -
CANTON via ATHENS - SAIGON of

Air France
| February 18 - March 8, 1935

ROUTES:

» Sent from PRAHA Feb 18, 1935
» Arrived AOHNAI, GREECE Feb 21
» CANTON Mar 8, 1935

ATHEN-SAIGON: by Air France
SAIGON-CANTON: by surface

RATE: 6.5K¢

» <20g ordinary letter: 2.5K¢
» Air surcharge to Saigon'", 5g: 4.0K¢

[1]. Effective from 1934 to Mar 25, 1936

SAIGON - SCOTLAND via Air France
| September 23 - October 1, 1934

Lo L. {6 OSTEE-(NBOEHINE |
ROUTES: ; | | A A
» Sent from HAIPHONG 16:10pm Sep 19, 1934 R A '
» Arrived SAIGON 21:pm Dec 22, the flight left next day
» Arrived PARIS 12:am Oct 1, 1934

RATE: 105¢
» <20g letter to Europe: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge, per 5g: (3x30) 90c

Tariff period: 1.7.1933 - 7.6.1938
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The letter paid correct postage. However, upon arrival in Paris, it was handwrittened T,0730 of under payment.



4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (Aug, 1933-1939) 4.3. Air routes to/from Europe
The period that airmail routes were well established

Since January 1, 1935, an agreement had been signed between the Deutschse Luft Hansa - DLH!" and Air France in order to facilitate
and increase air activittes.

METTLACH, SAAR - HANOI,

via Air France
| April 17 - May 3, 1935

ROUTES:

» METTLACH, SAAR Apr 17, 1935, on
train to MARSEILLE, dispatched via
MARSEILLE-~HANOI

» HANOI May 3, 1935 on the reverse

RATE: 60 Pfg

» <20g foreign letter: 25 Pfg

» Air surcharge, in which: 45 Pfg
- first 5¢: 15 Pfg
- each additional 5g:  (3x10) 30 Pfg

Tarif period: 1.5.1934 - 31.7.1938

In March 1935, SAAR became a province of German Third Reich.

To DOEBELN, GERMANY

via HANOI - MARSEILLE
| April 24 - May 4, 1936

ROUTES:

» HANOI R.P. Apr 24, 1936
» DOBELN May 4, 1936 on
the reverse

RATE: 150c

b <20qg letter to Europe: 15¢
» Air surcharge: (2x60) 120c
¥ Registration: 15¢

Tarif period: 1.7.1933 - 7.6.1938

1'1n 1934, under the new name Lufthansa.




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.3. Air routes to/from Europe
The period that airmail routes were well established

THANHHOA, ANNAM to ROME via HANOI - MARSEILLE
April 14-25, 1937

ROUTES:

» Posted at THANHHOA; HANOI R.P. Apr 14, 1937 on the reverse
» ROMA Apr 25, 1937 (reverse); ROMA Apr 26, 1937 (front)

R Ay ot (o » Readdressed to CHIARA
4 Home 7

‘_,,_*-.I,.:m.. I ¢ A L ; EXi HANOI-MARSEILLE: by Air France

H i 1 hb & J MARSEILLE-ROME: reqular air service via NAPLES, ITALY
PIRE AE ‘PEREI N

RATE: 52c¢

» <20q letter to Europe (1.7.1933 - 7.6.1938): 15¢c
» Airmail surcharge Hanoi-Marseille, first 5g: 30c
» Additional air surcharge, Marseille~Rome, per 20q: Ic

'.( maru-r 17 )

16¢ stamps franked on the reverse.

HAIPHONG - ETTELBRUCK, LUXEMBOURG via HANOI - MARSEILLE
September 24 - October 1, 1938

ROUTES:

» Posted at HAIPHONG 20:55pm Sep 23, 1939,
the flight deaprted from HANOI next day
» ETTELBRUCK, LUXEMBOURG Oct 1, 1938

RATE: 48c¢, underpaid 5¢

b <20q letter to Europe: 18c
» Airmail surcharge, per 5g: 30c

Tariff period: 8.6.1938 - 11.6.1939.

The letter was franked with 43c, underpaid 5¢, a "T"
in triangle handstamp and 0.42fr amount of due was
applied upron arrival in Marseille. A 3fr Luxembourg
tax stamp in equivalent was applied to collect the
amount of under postage.

...{'1) H,.A-r %“C/L

ig_ 1{.: AR A ..:-./Q*M

- - VIA AIR FRANCE |




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.3. Air routes to/from Europe
The period that airmail routes were well established

Like other European countries, 1939 marked as the end of an exciting era of development of the Swiss airmail network. All the complex and carefully built airmail routes established

between 1923-1939 were abruptly closed on 3 Sep 1939 when German, France, Great Btitain went to war. Switzerland immediately cancelled all airmail service, both domestic and
international on that date.

L7 0T~ : ~;
HAIPHONG - LEYSIN, SWITZERLAND ekt
| Jul 7, 1938 e e Jl [R5 % I8

ey ' -. = ik ¥ .
pLy A }f"" i)
o A 5

- ..,_..__‘1
AVgeT) o

ROUTES:

» Sent from HAIPHONG 20:55pm Jul 7,
1939, the flight left HANOI next day

RATE: 83c, underpaid 14c

» <20g letter to Europe!™: 23c
» Airmail surcharge, per 5. (2x30) 60c

[1]. Tariff period:12.6.1939 - 8.12.1939

The letter was franked with 69c, underpaid 14c, a T in triangle handstamp was applied upron arrival in Switzerland. A
manuscript 0,57 Sfr was handwrittened to indicate the amount of under postage.

B

WINTERTHUR - SAIGON via

MARSEILLE - BAGDAD - BANGKOK
| August 8-15, 1939

W A }
L - ] oty "":' b -
i oF = TSR RRRT, . 3 ” o r
u I iy S § o A [T T s i +re 4
i ¥ - _' JI-.l ..:" -y J'..' o a P i -’ e . 4
; | o LE S
[ & i i T Y B A ] Y
F -
i
i
ke
5

ROUTES:
o » WINTERTHUR 19:pm Aug 7, 1939
| 5 sar i 4 Monsieur | » SAIGON 10:50am Aug 15, 1939
Par Cie.Air-France (& " { |
% ~ via s -- Hans En 2z,
Marseille-Bagdad-Bangko RATE: 1.3 Sfr
ZzaSSsSSEsE R BT G/ﬂ MI.Diethelm & Cie. » :
P | _ b <20g foreign letter: 30 Rp
i . ; e i g o n. | A » Air fee, per 5g: (2x50 Rp) 1 Sfr
| 1 ENVQET 0 Bttt | Franked with: 10 Rp, 20 Rp and 2x50 Rp
. ! MIT LUFTPOST | :_; SYese R | 1 Swiss franc (Sfr) = 100 Rappen (Rp).
RPAR AVION I , A ek A AT g
- BY AIR MAIL | ey N
L. . ‘—.—-.J A Fiot :‘ <L
- o T ,@{‘r_ .
EF hﬁﬁﬂ/

The letter was sent one month before the outbreak of WWI, it was still franked with airmail label and route instruction: Marseille-
Bagdad-Bangkok, which would not usually see during the war. Diethelm & Cie was a booking agent of Air France & KLM at Saigon.



4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939)

The period that airmail routes were well established

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON Dec 23, 1933
» BAGHDAD, IRAQ Dec 28 transit datestamp
» Arrived PORT-SAID Dec 30, 1933

Initially, the mail dispatched via Saigon-Alexandrie,
Athenes, but it was dropped at Bagdad. The route
instruction was struck through with a pen.

RATE: 70c
b <20-50q letter to Port-Said: 10c

» Air surcharge to Bagdad, per 10g: (3x20) 60c

ISMAILIA, EGYPT - HANOI via

CAIRO - BANGKOK of KLM Dutch airmail
| April 12-22, 1937

The Egyptian authorities approved the use of both
K.L.M. (Dutch airline) and Imperial Airways (British
airline) for transporting mail inside/outside since
Nov T 1931.

ROUTES:

» ISMAILIA, EGYPT Apr 12, 1937

» BANGKOK 18 Apr, 1937 on the reverse
» SAIGON 14:50pm Apr 22

» HANOI 14:45pm Apr 24, 1937

RATE: 75mills

Franked 5m, 70m airmail stamps, covering postage
to Indochina.

SAIGON - PORT-SAID, rerouted via BAGDAD
| December 23-30, 1933

4.4. Middle East, Mediterranean, Africa

Usually, airmail from Indochina
to EGYPT would stop at
ATHENES, this flight dropped
mail at BAGDAD




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939)
The period that airmail routes were well established

Airmall from Indochina to French colonies in Africa normally would stop at Marseille, from §
here it continued onward by sea post to the destination. In case of continuing onward by air,
the sender had to pay additional air surcharge.

Air service to MARSEILLE, steam ship to Maroc: HAIDUONG - RABAT, MAROC
December 20, 1933 - January 1, 1934

A raal S e AT e oS ﬁ*ﬁmamuﬁfk-;
SN

e s o

3 t*--rgw- ar-maaam N
9 B, L34 qﬁxﬁﬂfﬁ'ﬂi{ﬁ
{ — x _?h 3
FAEATA A %“!:idbgqa‘“u f*f»tﬂbfn
g *a; wu,#u n‘ﬁg M "1” _*'.H f’i
R iﬁr Ra IR
o W 3R d aa.g@.“ ATAOF I NIRRT T
A 8746 A TEON B Lv. agﬁm’*bw AWE 7 s
5 B ;wt 12147 fww Xl ﬁv e U
S R R ;.3 uiac‘_rwaa# 4: RN 8O
i‘l r.!"!' 0/? 2 i‘}"if} -ur'l" UKL A
s oo SANY o e #.H\‘N .'ﬁﬁf *‘? raan 3
Sl AT A UAN s 5 J' R T a e nai,ﬂtﬂ YO0 6
AR R AE - Pa AL, ’t’*ﬁ#‘ﬁt %iﬂ".‘(ﬁgl riOa g W
=0 1o P Y ol e L7 AR
=3i H'ra-"x\n ;4 Hﬁﬁﬁi’rﬁ R 4 'i'w UL/
&8 wn L A AT R AT ﬁ%ﬁﬁf# mq
N tt A- ""#'. #‘gﬂr 3'#*&*&#35‘}1,54 Gﬂﬂ'm HHF

-'---"H-J.u-ih-h.-ﬂln- .y

' "";,,5'_];-1 T H,,;, o hﬁu

Niﬁﬂ?"ii .ﬂ“"‘,f

— q_-#--l--. I -

s MARSEILLE _ 23
e

7 7

® l’
TUNISIA

ALGER#A

MAROC

ROUTES:

» Posted at HAIDUONG 11:30am Dec 20, 1933
» Arrived HANOI 19:45 same day

» Arrived MARSEILLE Jan 1, 1934

» Reached MAROC Jan 1, 1934

RATE: 36¢
» <20q letter to French colonies: bC
» Airmail surcharge'”, each 5¢: 30c

[1]. The 30c air free paid for arriving Marseille only, it continued by surface
to Maroc.

Air service SAIGON - MARSEILLE, steam ship to TUNISIA

May 18-26, 1935

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 18:pm May 18, 1935
» MARSEILLE-GARE-AVION 26 May
» CARTHAGE, TUNISIA 30 May

RATE: 66¢

» <20g letter to French colonies: bc
» Airmail surcharge'?, per 5g: (2x30) 60c

[2]. The 60c air free pald for arriving Marsetlle only,
it continued by surface to Tunisia.

——
%htyk\.tmtt*x; b e e e e e,
- e ] 1] F =d H

'VIA AIR FFIANCE

+ g - - = T - ] a PR | x
e - H . - — i, +_ gy v, .--'_"'—‘-- - -l-h-.l.

Uppon arrival in Marsetlle, a two-line parallel handsatmp oblirated the Saigon-Marseille route marking to prevent the mail

from continuing onward by air.
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The period that airmail routes were well established

British Imperial Airways service

CAPETOWN - CANTON via CAIRO & SAIGON
| August 21 - September 10, 1934

» CAPETOWN 5:am Aug 21, 1934, on Imperial
British Airways to CAIRO (1 leg)

» 2" leg: from CAIRO, it continued onward by
Imperial Airways to BANGKOK

» BANGKOK to SAIGON via Air France, on
surface to HONGKONG, then CANTON

RATE: 1s9d (1s=12d)

4.4. Middle East, Mediterranean, Africa

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

CePE TOWN
BY AIR MAIL

VIA CAIRO AND SAIGON
= —

/

Fy

/ / "r‘ I ."-'rt
) Mrs. Francis Brown -

\

4
. i

/ c/0 Dr. Jamess H-nry
Lingnan University
SohsE- 2. 08

» Combined rate (surface + air surcharge) from CEINA
South Africa to China
\ i
\o“Toh T
. t’f; w =
Chinese character datestamp:
CAIRO %, . g }
: \ \_ e -..:x CANTON g & o % W
¢ - \ 'G —
1 \ " HONGKONG 10 9 723
: . ~ Q.0. HOANG SA
- - BANGKOK iy ] + 0 TuoNG 5 2| H “F
: D » e day month year
: I‘l =¥ .
- A - HONGLOK, 10.9.1934 Year 1 was 1912, so 23 was 1934
':@ 7 g
S
> e, Air route taken from British Imperial Airways 4 2, H
}‘, timetables (May 1934) T
: d 10 9 23
e 1 (oG e AV o
’
& & —— Air france —— by surface H A _éf_
CAPE TOWN Q day month year

CANTON, 10.9.1934 reverse  Year 1 was 1912, so 23 was 1934

PHULY - DAKAR via HANOI - MARSEILLE air service
| December 20-29, 1935

ROUTES:

» Posted at PHULY 16:45pm Dec 20, 1935
» MARSEILLE 16:30pm Dec 29
» SENEGAL Jan 6, 1936

RATE: 66¢
» <20q letter to French colonies: bC
» Airmail surcharge'”, each 5¢: (2x30) 60c

[1]. The 60c air fee paid for arriving Marseille only, continued onward by
surface to Dakar, Senegal
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ell established

The period that airmail routes were
o @ 8 rf"

- MARSEIL

¢

L
I
£

‘ ol SAIGON

Via SUEZ

canal to -
AMERICA 4=~
by sea

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 15:30pm Dec 29, 1934
» MARSEILLE to GUADELOUPE by steamship

RATE: 66¢

» <20g letter to French colonies bC
» Airmail surcharge, per 5¢: (2x30) 60c

[1]. Guadeloupe is an overseas region of France in
the Caribbean.

SAIGON - MARSEILLE by air, steamship to the US via Suez cannal

September 28, 1935

4.5. Air service to America
air to MARSEILLE, steamship via Suez cannal

Route to GUADELOUPE: by air from SAIGON - MARSEILLE, steamship to the Caribbean via Suez cannal

| December 29, 1934

\_| 'F R '.;

This earliest trans-Pacific airmail was not
introduced until 21 April 1937. Prior to then, mail
from Indochina to the U.S could be sent by air to
Marsetlle, then by seapost to the U.S.

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON 22:pm Sep 28, 1935
» MARSEILLE to U.S by steamship

Use of the liaison between airmail and mail boats.

RATE: 105¢
» <20q letter to foreign countries: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge, per 5g: (3x30) 90c¢

Tartf period: 1.7.1933 - 7.6.1938.
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4.5. Air service to America

4 | The booming period of airmail S¢ Indochina (aug, 1933-1939)

The period that airmail routes were well establis) Y

17

IC%

b

trans-Pacific via Hongkong

28 April 1937, Pan American Airway offered flight from Hong Kong to
SAN FRANCISCO

A San Francico via Manila, Guam, Wake Island, Midway Island and
~ Honolulu. The entry airport into the U.S. were San Francisco. Mail from
& Indochina to the U.S was dispatched via this route.
7 x
HONG KONG dﬁ MIDWAY island
o '@ » HAWAIIAN
O O WAKE island ®
"N\, HOANG $A ' “\. >
: e ANILA ----- Air France
2EAGON GUM === Pan American Airway (PAA)/Pacific Clipper service
!‘ T —
': wm e o S — SAIGON - NEW YORK,
f e s F L-”“‘ CELTEIITE dispatched to HONG KONG,
i : ' via Pan American Airway from
| _ - : ;I Manila to San Francisco
' : RAERIENNEL) | December 12, 1938
: .
F- GSOlIND L HIN __[L | | l n ﬂ I I l- Saigon = Hong Kong: Air France
: i > Hong Kong - San Francisco: PAA -
| : ' Pacific Clipper service
ji * H?ﬁ..l SSTE AEF uhnb? AEECTE AERTER |Hb?‘ h
‘ L sagege o N ROUTES:
.":{-\" o l"'-r.‘_’a 1"“, . 4— M Km
= tg 551 J}ZM ﬁW b SAIlGON Dec 12, 1938
| = ‘kﬁ " | New 9 et 9 » Arrived HONGKONG on Dec
7 -~ 3 Gl 15, enrouted to NEW YORK
5 hH"*- j DT anE
- ﬂV\Un RATE: 268¢!"

HANOI - NEW YORK, dispatched to HONG
KONG, via Pan American Airway to San

Francisco
| October 24, 1939

NATTES EN JONC — TAPIS BROSSE — VANNERIES ]'E)NKIN

Etablissements
14, du Chanvre

Rue

Adresse Télégraphique :

Téléphone 567

i_ﬁa. !

FABRINAT
HANO| — TONKIN " RR &4
FABRINAT — HANOI e b N

Saigon - Hong Kong: Air France
Hong Kong - San Francisco: Pan American Airway/
Pacific Clipper service

ROUTES:

» HANOI 22:pm Oct 24, 1939

» HONGKONG 17:30pm Oct 26 transit
datestamp on the reverse. Enrouted to San
Francisco, inland transport to NEW YORK

=Y s

RATE: 213¢ !

N —

| __4{7__/

Monsieur Irving

215 TFourth

e TR .1'-----*,.-\

[1] [2]. Because the service was expenstve, covers
were often franked with high value stamps.

Par Avion

Avenue 215

|

.

N ¥ 1L ORK




4 | The booming period of airmail service in Indochina (aug, 1933-1939) 4.6 Military mail service
The period that airmail routes were well established

During the WWII, the frequency of mail used by French's army increased significantly, almost of them were examined before sending. The postal service offered free for ordinary
sending except the airmail fee.

Military airmail, via SAIGON - MARSEILLE
| September 14, 1939

The letter was sent during the WWII, a censor
postmark “INDOCHINE controle postal” was applied
before sending.

ROUTES:

» A letter of Marine Colonale sent from
SAIGON 18:pm Sep 14, 1939

05T
R
S
N9 !
<
N
§
S
f’n‘

_mmaa A O V § I 9V P oL

RATE: 30c o’ . B
» <20g letter to France: free et .
» Airmail surcharge, first 5g: 30c OM_( ~

VIA AIR FRANCE

C

Sent by an army caption in PHUTHO, however, the letter paid full postage for ordinary mail. It was
also escaped from examining by military.

Military airmail to France via HANOI - MARSEILLE
| November 7, 1939

ROUTES:
» PHUTHO 9:50am Nov 7, 1939

RATE: 30c

» <20q letter to France: 9¢
» Airmail surcharge, first 5g: 30c




5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939)

5.1 | Air routes to China

Mail from SHANGHAI through Frernch airline to Europe

On 31 May 1931, Eurasia " openned first flight from Shanghai to Manzhouli to connect with Europe via Russia air service from Irkurk-Moscow. However, this air route was suspended
since 25 Nov 1931 because of the Sino-Soviet border conflict in 1929 and the Japanese occupation of Manchuria (1931-1945). On 2 Aug 1932, the Chinese post notified that all

airmail to Europe would be carried by French airline through the Saigon-Marseille flights.

‘k‘&1
N
™ oy
o

Letters from Shanghai destined for Europe was endorsed a route-marking: "Par Avion
Saigon-Marseille et au dela de Marseille" in violet. Initially, all mail was sent to Saigon
by sea, reqular feeder services were only developed after 10 July 1936.

Par Avion Saigon-Marseille et au dela

de Marseille.

Uppon arrival in Saigon, an other directional route-marking Saigon-Marseille in rectangular

was employed.

SHANGHALI - PARIS: surface to HANOI &

SAIGON, by Air Orient service to MARSEILLE
| May 24 - June 19, 1933

ROUTES:

» Departed SHANGHAI May 24, 1933,
» To HANOI Jun 6 and SAIGON Jun 8, 1933
» MARSEILLE 15:pm Jun 19, PARIS 10:am Jun 20

RATE: 1.83$
» <20g surface rate to France: 0.25%
» Air surcharge to Paris, per 10g: 1.58%

I a Sino-German joint-venture that aimed to link China
with Berlin through Siberia.

Saigon-Marseille

SHANGHAI - PRAHA, CZECH:
steam ship to SAIGON, Air Orient

service to MARSEILLE
| May 17 - June 7, 193

ROUTES:

» Posted at SHANGHAI May 17,
1933, by steam ship S/S "ANDRE
LEBON" to SAIGON,

» Arrived PRAHA Jun 7, 1933 via
Saigon - Marseille

RATE: 1.89%, overpaid 0.06$

» <20g surface rate to Europe: 0.25$
» Air surcharge, per 10g: 1.58%




5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) . ~ 5.1]Air routes to China
Competition between French & British in connecting with HONG KONG

To explored routes beyond Indochina, on 30" October, 1932, Air Orient made it first flight from Saigon to Hongkong in stages via Hanoi, Fort Bayard and Canton. Leaving Saigon at
6.am, the plane reached Hanot in the evening of Oct 30. After spending one night at Hano!, the plane arrived Canton at 15:30pm Oct 31 and Hong Kong on 15 Nov.

Exploratory flight by Air Orient

SAIGON - HANOI - FORT BAYYARD - CANTON - HONGKONG
October 30 - November 1, 1932

Airplane: Fokker F-ALSB

Crew: Launay (pilot), Schwayer (mechanic), Queyrel
(radio). Other important passengers on the trip:
Nogues, Glaize, Gannay & Robert.

ROUTES:
| | » Sent from SAIGON 20:pm Oct 29, 1932,
N . s 3 | departed SAIGON 6:am Oct 30
Monsieur Tran van Thaw | » Arrived HONGKONG on Nov 1, 1932
' ¢/0 Banque de 1° indochine |
i | NS RATE: 10c
* T | { Hongko e A, |
(¢hine) S SO .----%-_.nf-- SRR AN | b <20g letter to foreign countries: 10c

» Airmail surcharge: 15¢

VIA AIR'()RIENT | | Tariff period: 1.7.1932 - 30.6.1933

GDOON HONGKDTG 0 London - Hong Kong via Penang & Saigon: Return voyage:
RAN GO O’ g 3 In competition with the French airline, an Impertal Airways The first return voyage left Hong Kong on 27 Mar and arrived (n
). : service to Hong Kong was started in March 1936, Penang on 28 Mar, applied a special cachet. The mall left Penang
TOURANCE ¥ o {: connecting with its London - Australia route at Penang. for London on 29 Mar on IW430 airplane but the covers were not
. The mail leaving London on 14 March connected with the backstamped on arrtval in England on 7 April. The rate to the UK
\ : QB TRENES V first flight from Penang on 23 March. The DH 86A Express was 50c and $1.20 to the rest of Europe. The rate to Penang was
‘ Z 7 <AIGON flew to Saigon and then Tourane in French Indochina on 20c while the rate to Australia was 80c. Coming latter French,
o | 4 the 23 March and then on to Hong Kong on the 24", however, the British archived an approvement sooner.
®
\ — First service by British Imperial Airways: HONGKONG - LONDON via PENANG and SAIGON
@

_ﬁ March 27 - April 7, 1936
Ve 5% - %
t e A ks, 2T I
II.-""' :T‘ = '1.__I e \.. i - l, -',:?:E_ ,, % : [+
1 A 7N . | ':.-.-.J' 4 v I
oy Y

wed (o} L:]If;_“' s
St X320 CEN

--= Feeder service
=== |mperial Airways

ROUTES:
» Sent from HONG-KONG Mar 26, 1936

TSVl Y

1 leg: 27 - 28 Mar
Hong Kong - Tourane - Saigon - Penang,
carried with first feeder service.

2" leg: 29 Mar - 7 Apr
Penang - London, via ftrst return of Imperial
Airways, IW430 airplane.

RATE: 50c ”
b <20g letter to the UK: 25¢ P ks A
» Airmail surcharge: 25¢ - IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

MARCH 27TH., 1936




5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939)

On 14 February 1936, China National Aviation (CNAC)

Opening flight: CANTON - FORT BAYARD -~ HANOI

by CNAC "' (China National Aviation Corporation) airline
| February 14 - March 13, 1936

attempted to establish an air link to Europe by connecting with
the Air France service, which terminated at Hanoi.

A special printed envelop and a special postmark were prepared

for this event. The Chinese characters meaning "Commemorating

the Cpening Flight between Canton and Hanot"

..,__“\5 i

.-1"_

"\

) #
LI LTy
e Sarle

REGCOMMANDEE

DELAYED BY ADVERSE

ON 28..2.36

WEATHER REFORWARDED

Because of bad weather, the CNAC
atrplaine could not take off. The mail

mail by air but bad weather forced
repeated delays. A red cachet first

but it was overprinted with the 28™

On 19 June 1936, SWAC made a trial flight between Canton and Hanoi, the return voyage was commenced at Hanoi on 20 June 1936. This airline also offerred an additional trial

in June before opening the regular service on 10 July 1936. No special cachet prepared for these flights.

SAIGON -~ HONGKONG, dispatched via HANOI ~ CANTON trial flight of SWAC
| June 25-28, 1936

AMERICAN Cansur.nn Eznch
W nﬂ 0w, Lana

'hu

f:;\\\g Q QM\.

Y

A N, e e,

‘ Wb, -
f:?\*t W o?ﬂ oy

ROUTES:

b Posted at SAIGON 17:pm Jun 24, 1936
» HANOI 16:50pm Jun 26 on the reverse
P CANTON Jun 27, 1936 (reverse)

b VICTORIA noon Jun 28, 1936 (reverse)

SAIGON-HANOI: by car, express service
HANOICANTON: trial flight, by SWAC

RATE: 45¢

¥ Ordinary rate to HongKong:
¥ Airmail surcharge:
b Express service:

15¢
25¢
5¢

-

ROUTES:
b Posted at FORT-BAYARD Feb 13, 1936

indicated onward transmission on the 27%

missed the Air France connection. For three
weeks, attempts were made to dispatch the

5.1 | Air route to China
Attempted to link with French service via HANOI terminal by Chinese airlines

AIR MAIL SERVICE POSTPONED: DESPATCHED
FORWARDED BI STEAMER TO B. 3« 1936,
AVOID DELAY.

To avoid delay and service postponed, the mail was Eventually, the mail dispatched

forwarded by steamer. by sea to Singapore on Mar 9,
arrived Hanoi on Mar 13, 1936.

RATE: 75¢c ROUTES:

b <20g ordinary rate: $0.25 b SHANGHAI Feb 12, 1936

(2x$0.25) $0.50 » CANTON Feb 14

¥ HANOI Mar 13, 1936

b Airmail surcharge, per 5¢:

After this flight, authorities in Canton barred from proceeding further the CNAC plane arriving from Shanghai because the officials in Nanking objected to having the
Sino-American CNAC be the designated airline. As a result, CNAC decided to temporarily suspend operations on this line. Officials in Nanking withdrew the contract from
CNAC with Air France and awarded the route to Southwestern Aviation Corporation (SWAC) %, a local airline based in Canton.

Mail posted at FORT-BAYARD received a special cachet. With the delays, these mails were also taken back to Canton for processing.
CANTON - HANOI by CNAC, posted at FORT BAYARD

| February 14 - March 13, 1936

» FORT-BAYARD Feb 17, 1936 reverse
» CANTON Feb 18, reverse
¥ Arrived HANOI Mar 18, 1936

RATE: 20c

b Internal letter rate: 5¢
} Registration: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge: fee

1 CNAL: a Sino-American firm, 55% stake belonged to Chinese government, Pan American Airways hold 45% since
April 1, 1933. It was a rival airmail operator rather than partner with French airlines.

i SWAC: joint venture by Air France & CMAC, formed in 1934, focused on service to south China from CANTON.

o iy
LR R LN

ZPAR AVION 7

f—"_""‘:

P I‘EHHEI' Vﬂ"?‘ﬂfrﬂ | '
LIGNE AERIEXN N

CANTON_ 1; ﬁ“r;_ .u

PSOALE DE FORT r

e

LEGHIS

Mademoliselle

f ?ue des Tubercules

-

FOr BA‘( ?
Ne2er

Hanoi

Boarensy qio
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5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) - 5.1] Air route to China
HANOI 5 CANTON, by Southwestern Aviation Corporation (SWAC)

After the second tested flight in June, SWAC opened its first reqular service CANTON SHANOI on 10 July 1936, connecting with HANOI 5 PARIS of Air France. A special flight cachet
in violet was struck to commemorate the new service. SWAC was the third of China's major domestic air mall.

—— e ===

National Aniline & Chemical Company, U.S. A.
Hongk Shanghai Bnqk Building

First regular service

CANTON - HANOI by SWAC
[ July 10, 1936

ROUTES:

» Posted at CANTON Jul 8, 1936, left
CANTON on Jul 10
» Arrived HANOI 16:50pm Jul 10

RATE: $0.25, overpaid 5¢

» Ordinary letter rate: $0.25
» Airmail surcharge: fee

Free air surcharge for the inaugurational
service.

(Indo-China)

" ,
'IH_IL. ;

< Vpivet Bl 1ght CANTON = HANOT. & & ». % ¢ pah

GOUVERNEMENT GENERAL DE L'INDOCHINE

Sepryice Hebdomadalre
CANTON - HANOI
ESCALE de FOHT-BAYARD
par l'avion de la S.W.A.C.
Premiére Liaison 9 Avril 10357
O PYUZ R AE AT
& RIRIT - R
B 4E- L3 5O 18 Bof,

Weekly regular service by SWAC
TERRITOIRE

CANTON - FORT-BAYARD - HANOI oe
| April 9, 1937 ~ KOUANG-TCHEOU-WAN

On 9 April 1937, Fort Bayard became a stop on
the westbound trip of SWAC that departed Canton
on Fridays.

T

ROUTES:

» FORT-BAYARD 11:30am Apr 9, 1937 . ‘*’HA
» HANOI 18:30pm Apr 9 backstamped on Ry

: X 4 & %) »‘: » ;
arrival | | ) T ;"!WM_
: “' - ' f--"l.. .
: - %L " / r: 3 :; :.-q "'r /

» <20g internal letter: 5¢C
» Air surcharge for the inaugural service: 15¢

¥
N
% o
\
m_




5.1 | Air route to China

5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939)
Combined air service within China in conjunction with SHANGHAI

French, British, German, Russia, American had each Chinese joint-venture airline to link up with their respective international route. In which, CNAC (Sino-American firm) carried
mail on the domestic network from the Yangtze river, extended north to Peiping, and an other route along the coast from Shanghai " to Canton. The domestic route to the south

China: Canton-Hanot served by SWAC (Sino-French firm) in order to link up with French network to European.

CNAC feeder service from Shanghai-Canton, by SWAC: Canton-Hanoi, Air France: Hanoi-Marseille

SHANGHAI - VERSAILLES enrouted via CANTON - HANOI
| January 20, 1937

Via Hanol

"Via Hanot" directional marking (n dark violet

ROUTES:

» SHANGHAI Jan 20, 1937 datestamp,
addressed to VERSAILLES

SHANGHAI-CANTON: by CNAC
CANTON-HANOI: by SWAC
HANOI-MARSEILLE: by Air France

RATE: $0.90

» <20g surface rate: $0.25
» Air surcharge to France, per 5g: $0.65

’/P«U act &! VIA A IR;FR ANCE

SHANGHAI - SAIGON

by CNAC from Shanghai-Canton, by SWAC: Canton-Hanoi, Air France: Hanoi-Saigon
August 24 - September 5, 1938

Yia Hanoi

"Via Hanot" directional marking (n violet

ROUTES:

» SHANGHAI Aug 24, 1938 datestamp, addressed to
SAIGON

» CANTON on Aug 30, 1938 on the reverse

» Arrived SAIGON at 11:30am Sep 5, 1938

RATE: $0.50
» <20g surface rate: $0.25
» Airmail surcharge, per 5¢: $0.25

Tariff period: 10.7.1936 - 19.4.1939,

I Japan's invasion of Shanghai in 1937 forced CNAC to relocate its headquarters and major terminal to Chungking. Air routes within China were reconfigured with Chungking as the hub.



5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939)

5.1 | Air route to China
HANOI 5 CANTON by Air France, air link connected France with China

Alr France inauqurated reqular atrmail service between France - China began on 10 Sep 1936. It was celebrated with a
special cachet. Letters mailed from Marseille on 10 September arrived at Canton on 19 September, a transit time of 9 days.

First through service from FRANCE - CHINA
| September 10-19, 1936

ROUTES:
» PARIS R.P AVION 16:40pm Sep 9, 1936

RATE: 5.5fr

» <20g ordinary letter: 0.5fr
» Air surcharge, per 5¢: (2x2.5) Sfr

12 COURRIER
AERIENZ=
FRANCE

PAR AVION

-l-'-"..ﬁ-"_"‘-‘-. I

-

-y
-
=

i

i

» [N

-
i N -
5 - JEF -

: [uuuu RIENNE DE

-3-_.-5 SuD ~ LATLANTIOUE 5UD
I“CUUR

e

LONDUETE AEMEMNNE DE

_F'[ Tl"m ﬁFUETiblm

BANGE DE 1' INDOCHINE

SHANGHAI (Chine)

In assoctation with the Canton - Hanoi service by Southwestern Aviation Corporation, Air France conducted a study flight

from Fort Bayard, Kouang Cho Wan to Hanoi on 5 February 1937.

PARAVION

;7/ A

S0 A AR

et N

VIA AIR FRANCE

FORT BAYARD - HANOI, tested flight by

Air France
| February 5, 1937

A large rectangular cachet noted that the stop at
Fort Bayard was a test. This flight cachet was also
utilized for canceling the postage stamps.

RATE: 36¢
» <20g ordinary letter: bC
» Air surcharge, first 5g: 30c

Applied rate as airmail to France. Sending on the
same route, however, the air surcharge of Air France
was different with Chinese airlines (which was
normally free).




5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939)

Before starting reqular service, Air France had made four trial flights to Hong Kong: the 13, 20™, 27 July and 3 August
1938. Mail was only carried to Hongkong on the 13" July flight and from Hong Kong to Hanoi on the 14 July.

I1°* VOL D'ESSAI

HANOI — HONG-KONG NP B NN
par “AIR FRANCE" 3- "y 3 g
13 Juillet 1938 PESTEARRIENNERY /g AECSTEAERENNERY
et
CHINE Sl
2

"""

DAVLIS STAMP (e

AR DE P. 0. Box 610
--.QP. HOANG SA .
CHINE

!;_' L]
ol 5

PREMILR VOL D"ESF‘:-AIE‘
HANO: ~-HUNGKTUNG -
FAR AIR FEAIGE

13 Juilleb 1933

20D, TRUONG SA

Hong-Kong

L S % S S % € ¥ &

.Ir__ .
‘-!"’i

]

5.1 | Air routes to China
Air France, established service to HONGKONG

Exploratory flight of Air France

HANOI - HONGKONG
| July 13, 1938

Alr plane: Fokker VIIb-3m F-ALZR “La Resolue”.
The crew: Corsin (pilot), Monteil (co-pilot) and
Combard (engineer).

ROUTES:

» HANOI at 15:30pm Jul 12, 1938
» VICTORIA, HONGKONG Jul 13 reverse

RATE: 18¢
P <20q letter to foreign countries: 18¢
» Airmail surcharge: free

For trial flights in mid-July 1938 to Hong Kong by
Air France, matls were applied 18c normal surface
rate, no airmail fee.

A red/blue cachet in rectanqular was applied for
this flight.

After three successful flights made in July, on 4 August 1938, the France-Indochina route was further extended to Hong Kong.

Inauguration of the extended service

HANOI - HONGKONG
| August 4-10, 1938

PAR AVION

Airplane: triple-engined Dewoitine 338, speed of
260 km/h; operating range of 1,950 kms; could
ferry 400 kg of cargo.

Commemorative cachet was struck in several
colors: black, blue, violet, red.

ROUTES: RIS B
27 %5070\ pypean AIR FRANOR

b PARIS 118, 13R.D. AMSTERDAM Aug 3, 3 AR PR

1938 special date stamp B BT e B < Ry Megsageries Maritimes

: J

» PARIS AVIATION Aug 4, 1938 on the P % r_;,x 3 Tee House Street

reverse AT

' HONG—-EKONG

RATE: 5.75fr, overfranked 5¢
b <20g letter international. 1.75fr
» Airmail surcharge, per 5¢: 4fr

SEULEMENT PAR PREMIER SE
HANOI - HONG-KONG

LLLLLLLLLLLLL

VIA AIR FRANCE

RVICE

Ul e T i e T Wt B

T T L S

CHINE




5.1 | Air routes to China

5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) - .
Regular airmail service: SAIGON 5 HANOI 5 HONGKONG, by Air France

Air France’s reqular airmail service from Saigon to Hong Kong via Hanot began on 5 October 1938, accomplished in one
day & corresponded with the schedule for France-Indochina connection. The airmail surcharge was fixed at 20 cents.

SAIGON - HANOI - HONGKONG regular

airmail service by Air France
| October 5, 1938

Airplane: Dewoitine D338 F-AQBF, nicknamed: "Ville
de Vientiane®, assigned to the Marsetlle-Hanot line (n
Feb, 1938.

ROUTES:
» Sent from SAIGON at 4:30am Oct 5, 1938

RATE: 38¢
b <20qg letter to foreign countries: 18¢
» Airmail surcharge: 20c

Starttng on 10 March 1939, Air France began an official service from Hongkong to Paris via Hanot but it was soon

= i

PARAVION

[Gm2[INDOECHIN E[GC

3 gl
idikoochinel

-----

ME R.BRIERD

CAY MESSAGERIES MARITIMES

= ICE HOUSE STREE

(CHINE ) HONGKONG

VIA AIR FRANCE

interuppted by the outbreak of the Second World War in Europe.

HONGKONG HANCI
BY AIR FRANCE

>\(Indochina)

TR
2

“.“““""-'
S £

[ § i =
PR
o

Monsieur
41,

R. OHL

Rue Paul Bert

HANOIL _

VIA AIR FRANCE

"""""““““J

First official flight HONGKONG -~ HANOI
| March 10-11, 1939

ROUTES:

» VICROTIA, HONGHONG 12:30pm Mar 10,
1939
» HANOI 17:45pm Mar 13, 1939 on the reverse

RATE: 25¢
» <20g letter to Indochina: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge: 10c

A route-marking in distinctive triangular and a
rectanqular cachet was put into service for
commemorating the new service.



5.1 | Air route to China

5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) route %
HANOI - FORT BAYARD, regular service by Air France

SWAC ended with bankruptcy in 1938 and could not continue providing flights since 1939. Air France replaced SWAC to
transoprt mail on this route.

FORT BAYARD - BRIANCON, by Air France

via FORT BAYARD - HANOI
| February 24 - March 10, 1939

ROUTES:

» Posted at FORT-BAYARD Feb 24, 1939
» Arrived MARSEILLE at 17:30pm Mar 10

RATE: 37c
P <20q letter to France: Ic
» Airmalil surcharge, first 5g: 30c

Tariff period: 8.6.1938 - 11.6.1939

Inauguration of the Fort Bayard stop on the Hanoi - Hong Kong route occurred on 26 July, 1939. A special flight cachet
commemorated the creation of the new stop.
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HANOI - FORT BAYARD, by Air France

HaSYS | July 26, 1939
Iy PE D
s ff}\‘
} ROUTES:
5 ) e

b Sent from HANOI 4:35am Jul 26, 1939
» Arrived FORT BAYARD at the same day

RATE: 11¢c
Monsicur MARTIN 4 <?Og !etter to Fort-Bayard: 5¢
b Airmail surcharge: 6C

AlR FRANCE
Rate applied as an internal airmail.
P i THE AYARD
(ouars -rone wanY

VIA AIR FRANCE

A & 8 8 5 5SS ssee N e DS hh "YW

r“““""”"'




5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939)

5.1 | Air route to China
HANOI 5 KUNMING, by Eurasia

German interested in establishing an air link with the Far East, leading to an agreement between Lufthansa and the Chinese government signed on 21 February 1930. This agreement
led to the creation of Eurasia '" in Feb 1931. Eurasia tried to establish a route between Shanghai and Hanoi via Kunming in 1937 connecting with its main line: Shanghai-Moscow.

Konsieur MARTIN

- ¢/o Cie EURASIA
DREMIERE LIAISON| *

1paSTALE AERIENNE
| HANOI- YUNNARFOU|

A 3-line cachet in blue/black ink was applied for this flight. Commenced by EURASIA, however, the "VIA AIR FRANCE"

carrier indication was not struck out on this envelope.

The first flight Kunming - Hanoi of EURASIA was
commenced on Dec 16, 1937 and the return voyage
performed on December 18. Airplane: Junkers 52.

Eurasia experimental service:

HANOI - KUNMING, return of the trial flight
| December 18, 1937

ROUTES:

» Sent from HANOI 18:10pm Dec 17, 1937,
departed next day
» KUNIMG, YUNNANFOU 19:pm Dec 18, 1937

RATE: 15¢
b <20q letter to China: 15¢
» Airmall surcharge: free

For the trial flight Hanot - Kunming of Eurasia, the
air surcharge was free.

For the first reqular service from Hanoi to Kunming via Eurasia, it departed Hanot on Dec 23, 1937, using a 4-lines cachet in blue/black to

commemorate the new connection.

Eurasia first regular service:

HANOI - KUNMING
| December 23, 1937

ROUTES:

» Posted at HANOI 16:50pm Dec
22, 1937, departed on Dec 23
» Arrived KUNIMG 19:pm Dec 23,

A [{PAR EURASIAEN LiaIso

1937 (1926 in Chinese year) (BB tAVEC AIR  FRANCER
. Ik"._
RATE: 15c B
» <20g letter to China: 15¢ =R
» Airmail surcharge: free Fs

Free air surcharge for the 1 reqular
service Hanol - Kunming of Eurasia.

(Chine)

I China owned two-thirds of the shares,
Lufthansa controled policy & route

FIRST FLIGHT BY EURASIA YUNNAN —HANOI

With Connection to & from Europe b

| [PREMIER VOL POSTAL}
A [ AERIEN HANOFKUNMING m}‘ﬁ
2 o, ®

" Monsieur MARTIN
Alr France
¢/o Cie EURASIA

Air France

selection.



5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939)

5.2 | East-bound service to South East Asia, Oceania
Siam, Philippine island
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Alr France stopped its service to the Far East at
Indochina, and South of China. The east-bound
service toward Philippines, Malaysta, Singapore,
Indonesta, Australia was served by British Impertal
Alrways and two Dutch airlines (K.L.M and
KN.LLM).
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Stam was an exception because Bangkok was an
intermadiate point between France & Indochina.

'™

SAIGON - BANGKOK by Air Orient

returned SAIGON
| August 19-24, 1932

ROUTES:

b Post at SAIGON Aug 19, 1932, addressed
to BANGKOK, SIAM
b Back to SAIGON 13:45pm Apr 24

,.i"
—

ke 11 . 3 W:: - 3 :

"JI

o B e e O e dpmpfeeres S e b
MANILA - ZURICH, via HONGKONG - SAIGON - SINGAPORE - MARSEILLE, private airmail
September 29, 1933
WO T T R R
o % F. 1) i e 4,
ROUTES:

» MANILA 12:30pm Sep 29, 1933
» SINGAPORE Oct 7, 1933 reverse

Manila to Singapore by steamer (via
Hongkong & Saigon), continued on KLM
winter service to Marseille, droped mail
here, destined for Zurich.

RATE: 112c¢
» <20g ordinary letter: 12¢
» Air surcharge, per 5g:  (3x30) 90c

Tripple airmail rate. For every 5g weight,
matl required to have 12¢ reqular
postage plus airmail rate exclude
Singapore at 30c per 59. 24c franked on
the reverse.




5 | Deve|opment of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) 5.2 | East-bound service to South East Asia, Oceania
the domination of Dutch airlines: KLM & KNILM

via Air France, rerouted through KLM service: PNOM-PENH - BANGKOK - BATAVIA
| June 15-24, 1935

ROUTES:

» PNOM-PENH 15:45pm Jun, 1935
» Arrived BANGKOK 13:pm Jun 16
» Reached BANDOENG Jun 24

¢ .' ; ol _ 1I

. . "‘.‘1 |

.' 3 Eh"]—_l
AR ST AERIENNER!
R =g - . e -

|

b i ‘.."‘-.
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|
i
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ol gl il il S S ¥

Posted at Pnompenh, the letter employed a directional
marking to Marseille: "PAR AVION JUSQU'A
MARSEILLE" by Air France. The route was cancelled by
hand, replaced by a new route in manuscript:
"Saigon-Bangkok-Batavia".

RATE: 36¢
(3 almeect

Applied airmail rate to Marseille, correct rate to
Batavia would be 28¢ ( g}nrface + 10c air fee).

t\; L -
“\BANGKOKAE ) 7

. L
SABANG®M,

rone
7ty ees Lonniticee, YIA AIR-ORIENT

» &

- -f ] |
MEDAN V\.ﬂ SINGAPORE 3 o
PALEMBANG 3"‘ e o \
SOERABAJA | A

s Tl " S K.N.LL.M. cir network in 1938 KNILM: Royal Netherlands Indies Airvay, different with
A e S Atk * KLM - Royal Dutch Airlines, an other airline of Netherland (see chapter 2)
S — KNILM line KNILM operated mainly in Netherland Indies (Sumatra, Java, Timor),
---====_connecting lines Singapore, Borneo, Australia.
COLONCURRY ©
LONGREACH
®
/ : a e - e o 1

A O U6 OGLIASTRO E
SOCIETE A EEBPﬂHEABILIT!j ITIE_._.-E

D)
SAIGON east-bound to AUSTRAL'A, “ AU CAPITAL DE ¥ 100,000
connecting to KNILM's service from

SINGAPORE - BRISBANE
| December 18-28, 1937

e e
.

ROUTES: y

» SAIGON Dec 18, 1937 datestamped The Gencral Ienager,
» BRISBANE Dec 28, 1937 on the reverse

THE QUEENSLAND CO-OFERATIVE BACONAL: %
Saigon-Singapore: by steamboat. In 1937, : . TED ,.
KNILM service was not extend to Saigon yet 1 ASSOCIATICN LIIMI ’ ":ﬁ N 3
Singapore—Brisbane: by KNILM service. W, A
RATE: 32¢

: . MURARRITE.

» <20g ordinary foreign rate: 15¢ , rc.
» Air surcharge, Singapore-Brisbane: "™7¢ | AUSTRALIA. BRISBAVE.
"Il Reduced rate applied because it was sent by air ne

service from Singapore.




3 | Deuelopment of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) 512 | East-buunq service to South East Asia, Oceania
Opening KNILM service: BATAVIA 5 SINGAPORE 5 SAIGON

30" Aug 1938, KNILM inaugurated a weekly service from Batavia to Saigon via Singapore. Airplane: Douglas DC2, PK-AFJ, departed Batavia at 8:am Aug 30, landed on TanSanNhat
airport 4:15pm same day. This DC2 airplane had completed a sucessful tested flight in the previous week. Pilot: van Breemen, mechanic: Elleman, radio: Eilbracht.

r-_'—-' P = ey S UREF S e =S i PO D T

| PER LUCHTPOST
| PAR AVION

: b S ———

Opening KNILM weekly service

BATAVIA - SINGAPORE - SAIGON
| Aug 30, 1938

ROUTES:

b Posted at SEMARANG Aug 16,1938, | =~ COMPAGNIE AIR
the letter was sent to SAIGON by L | ~
KNILM inaugurational service

» SAIGON 17:30pm Aug 30 reverse

RATE: 35c¢ .' : | AR BA IG GH-

R OPII'-.NINGS-I(NII.MVLU e
| JAVA-|
INDOCHH e
30-3-:3" e

m# | bk
¥ , II _'-. 1‘."—?“‘.

» <20g ordinary letter: 15¢
» Air surcharge, per 5g:  (2x10) 20c

A special cachet commemorated the -
opening of the air link.

PER LUCHTPOST

PAR AVION KNILM return service

SAIGON-SINGAPORE-BATAVIA
| Aug 31, 1938

Return of KNILM inaugurational service
departed Saigon at 7:30am 31 Aug.
arrived Batavia at 17:10pm afternoon.

Like inbound flight, a commemorative
cachet were employed. A special
envelope was also (ssued for this event.

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 4:30am Aug 31, 1938
» Arrived BATAVIA same day
» Reached BANDOENG on Sep 1

RATE: 28¢

30 AUGUSTUS ‘ms

Opening van den
KNILM - dienst

Batavia-Singapore-Saigon.

R e, e /

» <20g ordinary international: 18c
» Airmail surcharge: 10c




5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) 5.2 | East-bound service.tu South East Asia, Ocearllia
Reqular service to/from Netherland Indies

Matil from Netherland Indes could arrive Indochina by two ways: 1) via KLM to Bangkok, then by car or by weekly service of Air France from Bangkok to Saigon,; 2) via KNILM reqular
service to Singapore, continued non-stop flying of 5 hours to Saigon (BATAVIA 5 SINGAPORE 5 SAIGON).

TANDUONG - CHOLON, BINHTAY, KLM regular service to BANGKOK, by surface to SAIGON
November 8-14, 1938

T

T

: PER LUCHTPOST | .
Io. PAR AVION | 38 ROUTES:

= . » TANDUONG, BALEI on Nov 8, 1938

20 f Ly i | 5 | | P Transited posmark BANGKOK 14:pm
Nov 11 on the reverse

» Arrived PNOMPENH, CAMBODGE
12:pm Nov 13

» Arrived CHOLON 19:35pm Nov 14

From Bali to Bangkok: via KLM service;
By car from Banngkok-PnomPenh-Saigon,

L | /S
E’ e RATE: 25¢
li,!,tj .
1% | » <20g ordinary letter: 15¢
i’a | » Airmail surcharge: 10c
|
Lﬁ.' 2 E

SABANG, SUMATRA - SAIGON

via KNILM regular service
| December 16-20, 1938

ROUTES:
» Posted at SABANG Dec 16, 1938 VL8 . PER LUCHTPLDST
» SAIGON Dec 20, 1938 on the reverse N b 439 PAR AVIUN .

Via Sumatra line to Singapore, arrived

Saigon via BATAVIA5SINGAPORE SAIGON | To Mre. Leslle C A U
\\‘\ o
1‘!

| <3

jl—i
|-—:I
-
L
L
-
O

KNILM's reqular service. |
¢ 1oV Y I g by

RATE: 88/, overpaid 1c 16 rue, Ch aigneau -

» <20g ordinary letter: 17 i taasat, ‘3 | 5;‘:‘ -‘Pf‘_‘,. I & é N

» Airmail surcharge, per 5g. (5x10) 50c
» Registration: 20c




5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) 5.3 | Conection tuBSuuthlA;ia
urma, India

In Dec 1933, the England-India airmail service was extended from Rangoon to Singapore. Imperial Airways (IAL) commenced its
reqular service from London to Karachi, then by Indian Trans-Continental Airways (ITCA) through India to Calcutta, reaching
Rangoon. It would continue flying over the ordinary route from Rangoon to Singapore.

England-India extension from RANGOON - SINGAPORE, connected with SAIGON - HONGKONG
November 2-18, 1934

B e SR A . ™ -~ "% T E "_""'-"'“"1
E ROUTES:
| y » RANGOON, BURMA Nov 2, 1934
RY AIR MAIL AIR tall . S5 : - The routing instruction indicated that the matl
PAR AVION S e | et g | was carried to Singapore by ITCA (Indian

Trans-Continental Airways), then connect with
Saigon - Hong Kong route.

» Arrived SAIGON Nov 11, 1934
» Reached HONGKONG 9:30am Nov 18

RATE: 62 As
HON GEONG . » UPU ordinary letter: 32 As
&5 ',;L, 5 ‘| » Airmail surcharge: 3 As

(e ml

=
-

o -]

.

SCIES A METAUX

PARIS - SAIGON, accident at Karachi

| October 25-26, 1936 M. ARNOUX & R. MAUNY
. . . Soclété a responsabllite limitée, Capital 78.000 [r.
Arnoux, thg financier of tﬁe trip, alsos a passenger, 11, RUE FRANGOIS-ORY
together with the crew: pilot Japy, radio Michelettt ¢Ancienne Rue Lakanal)
attempted to reach Saigon in record time. Departed MONTROUGE (SEINE)

-

Le Bourget for Karachi. At Karachi, the flight was

TEL. : ALE 3.15
interrupted by an accident with a damaged wing. Tt

Arnoux and Japy signed on 278 covers.

ROUTES:

» LE BOURGET - GARE AVION SEINE 5:am
Oct 25, 1936
» KARACHI AIR Oct 26, 1936

Voyage interrompu
le 26-10.1536 a Karachi

Combined franking of Indian and French stamps
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5 | Development of air routes to Asia (1932-1939) 5.3 | Conection to South Asia

Air service during the war
COLOMBO, CEYLON - HANOI Censor marking "OUVERT PAR L'AUTORITE MILITAIRE" applied at Hanoi
| October 8-13, 1939 AT censor (n circle over the tape

Triangular "PASSED CENSOR" examined by the British at MADRAS

T B o O M o A o T T T, i

ROUTES:

» COLOMBO 12:15pm Oct 8, 1939
» HANOI 13:45Pm Oct 13 reverse

RATE: 1.6Rs
» Ordinary letter: 40c
» Airmail surcharge, per 2 oz: 1.2Rs

SAIGON - CALCUTTA
| October 19-26, 1939

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 22:pm Oct 19, 1939
» KARAIKUDI 11:45am Oct 26 reverse

Censor marking “"INDOCHINE Controle
Postal - Commision C" applied in Saigon.

RATE: 48c

» <20g letter to foreign countries: 18¢c
» Airmail surcharge: 30c

From 2 September 1939, Air France suspended all its airmail services, including those to the Far East, because France entered into the WWII with Germany. From then, mail to France
went via various routes: KLM to Lydda then by rail to France; via HongKong and Pan American Transpacific and Transatlantic services; via Singapore and Pan American.



6 | Internal airmail service (1929-1939) 6.1 Beginning of the intgrnal girmail sewiFes
SAIGON 5 HANOI line, CAF (Compagnie Aerienne Francaise)

SAIGON - HANOI < S RTIN
| May 15,1929 OB Lol o UD
Using a Schreck FBA seaplane, pilot Tixier e
carried Mr. Robbe, director of CAF -_ |
(Compagnie Aerienne Francaise) from ‘ . ate S M T |
Saigon to the north of Indochina, then to - AIGN-HAN O A - 7N
HongKong. Carrying 190 letters to Hanoi. Lecomuands X 17 & 1%
: £ J - 1‘:‘-, e
. 1 R o
f. 1\»'““,. th LA '
ROUTES: Lo nc-@;’}::,f;_; |
~. u,“:‘;' P' "1‘_*-*
» Posted from SAIGON 17:pm, May 14 IO LU
» Arrived HANOI at 20:40pm, May 15 JA “t’/k L " B
! " W
Leaving SAIGON on May 15, the flight \ '“'-u} v ariatewr S ATH.ON
explored the Mekong valley, made several N L e B
stops before reaching HANOI in the SERVICE RADIOTELECR APHIQUE

evening. p o
A At&‘m;‘.i’-.u 1 .7 Bach<lial

RATE: 50¢ (" @“‘/‘“ Ki &/ ufos {The. b
| y / 5 '20 ﬂ ”Z:_ HAN O
» <20g internal letter: 5¢ 7 ‘?'_

P Registration: 15¢ JAC*M

» Airmail surcharge: 30¢ /

L |
o (74 XY l
Tixter's SIgnﬂfurE: —

(Tonkin)

Return flight:

HANOI - VINH - SAIGON
| May 24, 1929

The return trip by Tixier and Robbe was
delayed until 24 May because the seaplane’s
pontoon needed repairs, consisted of 156
letters, with one stop at VINH, ANNAM.

ROUTES:

» HANOI at 18:pm, May 22, 1929
» Arrived SAIGON at 20:45pm, May 24

-,

RATE: 50¢

» <20qg internal letter: 5¢
G . » Registration: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge: 30c

- Ty T TR e Ty W

(1121 100c overprinted values were discount
a half for postage rate because of currency
devaluation effective from Sep 16, 1920




6 | Internal airmail service (1929-1939) - 62| Propaganda flights
Flights supporting airmail service

Military flight supported internal
airmail service

HANOI - SAIGON
| May 10, 1930

A military airplane left Hanoi on May 10,
1930 carrying mail to Saigon.

ROUTES:

» HANOI 17:45pm, May 9, 1930
» Landed SAIGON May 10, mail was

picked up by S.S. Angers steam
boat at Saigon port.

RATE: 6¢!", free airmail surcharge
P <20g internal letter: 6¢

The 12¢ overprinted values was applied a
half for postage rate because of currency
devaluation.

Promotion of internal airmail service:
| Nov 17, 1934

To encourage use of internal airmail service, the
post office would sometimes select letters posted by
ordinary mail and carry them by air. The selected
letters were handstamped with a framed marking
noting that the mailing received special service.

Here, the letter from Saigon to Hanoi in 1934 was
handstamped with the promotional marking. It
reached destination in one day, instead of 2-3 days
by surface.

TRANSPORTE EXCEPTIONNELLEMENT
PAR AVION DE

SAIGON A HANOI

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 21:pm Nov 17, 1934
» Arrived HANOI next day, 14:10pm

RATE: 5¢?, free airmail surcharge

» <20g internal letter:

(1) 21 The military performed this service without requirement for additional postage in order to promote airmail to the public.




6 | Internal airmail service (1929-1939) 6.3 | Military flights
Regular military air postal service

In 1932, the military began a reqular air service carrying mail between Saigon and Hanoi. The first northbound flight occurred
on 29 May, on a military Potez 25 A2

- - —— = _

_@MM&H rclolaie Jabzﬂ_[{;nm‘ 4-

SAIGON - HANOI regular military service,

to NINHBINH by surface mail
| June 18, 1932

ROUTES:

P Posted at SAIGON 17:pm Jun 17, 1932,
left SAIGON next day on Jun 18

» Arrived HANOI 15:40pm Jul 18, 1932

» To NINHBINH 9:am Jun 20 by surface

RATE: 25c¢

» <20g internal letter: 5¢
P Registration: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge: 5¢

The propaganda flight from Saigon to Hanot commenced on 17 Dec 1932, then returned at the same day. Despite the
flight's publicity purpose, no special markings were applied to the mail.

= == Sl s

E _ S e, e TR e T BT Ry el ar——, e —_———w T - - 2 —rﬂ

NINHBINH - SAIGON via HANOI - SAIGON

regular military service
| Dec 17, 1932

ROUTES:

» Posted at NINHBINH 9:15am Dec 16, 1932,

» To HANOI 16:30pm at same day by surface

» Arrived SAIGON 16:15pm Dec 17 by
military air service

RATE: 25¢

» <20g internal letter: 5¢
» Registration: 15¢
» Airmail surcharge: 5¢C




6 | Internal airmail service (1929-1939)

6.4 | Establishing regular internal air service
HANOQI - SAIGON, non-stop flight

In 1938, the introduction of Dewoitine 338 aeroplane allowed Air France to reduce the flying time from Hanot to Saigon to 5 hours. Furthermore, the intermediate stop (at Vientiane)
between Saigon and Hanoi was eliminate " from 27" July, 1938. And after this time, the flight from Hanoi to Saigon became non-stop.

HANOI - SAIGON in 5 hours, non-stop
[ July 30, 1938

A rectangular cachet in blue, noting a flying time of 5
hours for a non-stop tested flight between Hanoiand — —
Saigon

ROUTES:

» HANOI R.P. Jul 29, 1938 datestamp, departed

next day
» Arrived SAIGON 14:30pm Jul 30

RATE: 11c
» <20g internal letter: bC
» Airmail surcharge: 5¢

r . S . . . W W g o B B 2 4

PREMIERE LIAISON
POSTALE AERIENNE
HANOI — SAIGON
EN 5 HEURES

PAR AIR FRANCE
20 JUILLET 1938

Monsieur MARTIN
Compagnhie AIR FRANCE

S i
.o

2 il -

L1 F'-‘_.‘--H'.-.' -.l
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ASEE AGHIENNERN
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SAIGON

E
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RABOSTINAERIENNELN

Non-stop tested flight

HANOI - SAIGON in 5 hours
| July 30, 1938

& Doubled flight cachets in red

ROUTES:

» HANOI 17:45pm Jul 29, 1938 datestamp
» Arrived SAIGON at 14:30pm Jul 30

RATE: 11c
» <20qg internal letter: bC
» Airmail surcharge: 5¢

' Vientiane was readded to the Hanoi-Saigon route from May 1939.



6 | Internal airmail service (1929-1939) 6.4 | Establishing regular internal air service
Tested flights to intermediate & final stops

The first northbound non-stop tested flight from Saigon to Hanoi was accomplished three days later, on August 2, 1938.
This line operated as an extension on the Paris-Saigon route to Hongkong.

Return trip of non-stop flight

SAIGON - HANOI
| August 2, 1938

ROUTES:

» Posted at SAIGON Jul 31, 1938, it left
SAIGON at 9:15am Aug 2
» Arrived HANOI 17:45pm same day

The return of non-stop flight from Saigon was
applied a distinctive cachet

RATE: 11c
» <20g internal letter: bC
» Airmail surcharge: 5¢C

‘e PR I R NI

April 29, 1939, an agreement had been signed with Air France for round-trip flights each week on Saigon-Vientiane-Hanol.
This line was scheduled to open on July 1 after a series of test flights between Hanoi and Vientiane in May and June.

1° tested flight between VIENTIANE §

HANOI, accomplished in May, 1939
| May 22, 1939

The round-trip was accomplished in one day.
Airplane named: “City of Saigon”. No
commemorative cachet applied for this postal
flight.

One month later, the second trial flight from
Hanoi to Vientiane occurred on 12 June, 1939.

ROUTES:

» Posted at VIENTIANE May 22, 1939
» Arrived HANOI at 16:50pm same day

RATE: 6¢

P <20g internal letter: bC
» Airmail surcharge: free




6 | Internal airmail service (1929-1939)

6.4 | Establishing regular internal air service
HANOI 5 VIENTIANE 5 SAIGON

After eliminating the stop at Vientiane in 1938, Air France reestablished it on a reqular basis effective 6 July, 1939. The
airplane for the new route was a Dewoitine 338, named “City of Damascus".

L. S . © © O N WV J 9 9 9 g 9 4
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Launching of regular postal service

HANOI - VIENTIANE - SAIGON
| July 6-7, 1939

ROUTES:

» HANOI 4:30am Jul 6, 1939 datestamp
» Arrived SAIGON at 16:45pm same day

The round cachet in blue applied on philatelic matls
sent from Hanol, while the commercial & non-
philatelic mails employed black cachet.

Monsizur MARTIN RATE: 11c¢
Colnpagnie AlR FRANG *
il AR FRANGE » <20g internal letter: bC
SAIGON » Special surcharge for inaugural flight: 5¢
VIA AIR FRANCE

SAIGON - VIENTIANE - HANOI
| July 7, 1939

ROUTES:

» SAIGON 22:pm Jul 6, 1939, departed next day
» Arrived HANOI at 16:55pm Jul 7
» Redirected to DALAT Jul 10, 1939

RATE: 11c
» <20g internal letter: 6C
» Special surcharge for inaugural flight: 5¢

For Air France’s first reqular northbound service with an intermediate stop at Vientiane, a rectangular cachet was
struck with black ink at Saigon.
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6 | Internal airmail service (1929-1939) 6.5 | Regular internal air service
HANOI 5 SAIGON

MANUFACTURES INDGCHINDESE';' %

DE CIGARETTES
BoiTe PoOSTALE : 246

SAIGON v PR
SAIGON - HANOI (INDOCHINE) e .-- *\
| November 29, 1939 o BT S s
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Meison NAM LONG oo ®

ROUTES:

» Sent from SAIGON at 18:pm Nov 29, 1939
» Arrived HANOI on Dec 1, 1929

_l,;.,_.d-__r_.r_r.l'."

RATE: 58¢ 30, Rue des Voiles '
» 20-50g internal letter: 8¢ | X HANOTI
» Airmail surcharge, per 5¢: (7x5) 35¢ o = o e o e 5 0 o
» Registration: 15¢ 3 J
il -: " T : ' p— = i—i ;. u.u.ﬁ-_-ut&‘f 8% :
":: Qﬂ‘! 3 \;":T{f H" d
'i.;* g, o v :" 5
A e T e T T SO RS T T e YL A B (Y .1 S — TV
' PR " 2t —— N e B | Sep 18, 1939
ROUTES:

b Posted at SAIGON 16:45am Sep 18, 1939,

RATE: 11c
p <20g internal letter: Je
» Airmail surcharge: 56

This mail was sent during the WWII time, its was
examined upon arrival in Hanot.

From the perspective of productivity, the Hanoi - Saigon line not only had relatively short existences but also was expensive to operate. Indochina’s air routes should be viewed as

components of longer international links
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