
Commerce 
Envelopes 

 

A small size envelope with a 5-centime denomination could be used to send 
calling cards qualified for a reduced rate if left unsealed. 

This example posted from Cholon on the last day of 1894, a popular day for 
sending New Year’s greetings, received a transit backstamp on the first day of 1895. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

CHOLON COCHINCHINE  31 DEC 94 

REVERSE 

TANAN COCHINCHINE 1 JANV 95 



Commerce 
Envelopes 

Uses of 5-centime Envelope to Internal Destinations 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Commerce 
Envelopes 

Uses of 5-centime Envelope to French Community Destinations 

To Cherbourg, France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Pointe Pitre, Guadeloupe. 

 

 

 
 
 



Commerce 
Envelopes 

Uses of 5-centime Envelope to Foreign Destinations 

To Cairo, Egypt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Zarate, Argentina. 

 

 

 
 

 



Commerce 
Envelopes 

15-centime Envelopes 

The two smaller 15-centime envelopes were 116 x 76 millimeters and 123 x 96 
millimeters. 
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Uses of 15-centime Envelope to French Community Destinations 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Commerce 
Envelopes 

Uses of 15-centime Envelope to French Community Destination 

 

The sender added two 5-centime Commerce stamps to arrive at the 25-centime 
regular letter rate, which had been in effect since 1879. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  11 DEC 91 
MODANE A PARIS  9 JANV 92 (red) 

REVERSE 

PARIS POSTE RESTANTE  10 JANV 92 







































Commerce 
Stationery 

Use of 1-centime Wrapper 

 

 

A 1-centime wrapper was used for a local mailing within Saigon in 1904.  A large 
“T” signified that the postage was inadequate and a due amount was required from the 
recipient.  The amount due of 5 centimes was indicated with a single copy of 
Indochina’s first postage due stamp, which bears the same postmark as the one on the 
wrapper’s indicium.  

 

 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  29 JUIN 04 
large plain “T” handstamp 
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Use of 1-centime Wrapper 

 

Local mailings used “En Ville” or simply “E. V.” to indicate “within the city.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  23 JUIL 90 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-PORT COCHINCHINE  12 NOV 99 
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Favor Postmarks on 1-centime Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAP ST. JACQUES 
COCHINCHINE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAI-PHONG 
TONKIN 
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Favor Postmarks on 1-centime Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANOI-CONCESON 
TONKIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANOI-RECTE 
TONKIN 

 



Commerce 
Stationery 

Favor Postmarks on 1-centime Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAO-KAI 
TONKIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAIGON-CENTRAL 
COCHINCHINE 

 



Commerce 
Stationery 

Combined Use of 2-centimes and 3-centimes Wrappers 

 

Examples of the 2 and 3-centimes wrappers were joined together for a heavy 
mailing to France in 1891. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

HAI-PHONG TONKIN  1 MAI 91 
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Use of 2-centimes Wrapper 

 

The Cap Saint Jacques postmark applied to this 3-centime wrapper has a 
distinctive scalloped outer border.  This style postmark was usually used at telegraph 
offices, but occasionally was applied to mail. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

CAP ST JACQUES COCHINCHINE  30 JANV 89 
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Use of 2-centimes Wrapper 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

CHAUDOC COCHINCHINE  7 JUIN 91 
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Use of 2-centimes Wrapper 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  28 AOUT 91 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-PORT COCHINCHINE  12 NOV 99 
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Favor Postmarks on 2-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANOI-CONCESON 
TONKIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANOI-RECTE 
TONKIN 
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Stationery 

Favor Postmarks on 2-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HA-NOI 
TONKIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAO-KAI 
TONKIN 
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Stationery 

Favor Postmarks on 2-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAIGON-CENTRAL 
COCHINCHINE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THUAN-AN 
ANNAM 

 



Commerce 
Stationery 

Favor Postmarks on 2-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAP SAINT 
JACQUES 

COCHINCHINE 
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Stationery 

Use of 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

These examples of 3-centimes wrappers indicate foreign destinations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

HAI-PHONG TONKIN  14 SEPT. 93 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  23 JUIL 90 
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Use of 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

These 3-centimes wrappers were sent to cities in France. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

CHAUDOC COCHINCHINE 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  28 AOUT 91 
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Use of 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

MYTHO COCHINCHINE  8 DEC. 89 
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Stationery 

Use of 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

Both of these of 3-centimes wrappers are addressed to Pnompenh, Cambodia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

PNOMPENH CAMBODGE  13 DEC 99 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-PORT COCHINCHINE  13 FEVR 97 

REVERSE 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  13 FEVR 97 
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Use of 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

These 3-centimes wrappers were addressed within Indochina. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

SAIGON-PORT COCHINCHINE  12 NOV 99 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

YEN-BAI TONKIN  16 JUIN 91 



Commerce 
Stationery 

Use of 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 

CHAUDOC COCHINCHINE  16 FEVR 92 
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Favor Postmarks on 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAI-PHONG 
TONKIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAO-KAI 
TONKIN 
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Favor Postmarks on 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANOI-CONCESON 
TONKIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANOI-RECTE 
TONKIN 
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Favor Postmarks on 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAIGON-CENTRAL 
COCHINCHINE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THUAN-AN 
ANNAM 
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Favor Postmarks on 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHAN-TIET 
ANNAM 
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Favor Postmarks on 3-centimes Wrapper 

 

The postmark applied at Yen-Bai was from the telegraph office.   Instead of a 
pickup number, a capital “T” was located at the upper right of the center portion of the 
postmark. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEN-BAI 
TONKIN 
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Favor Postmarks on 4-centimes  and 5-centimes Wrapper 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THUAN-AN 
ANNAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANOI-CONCESON 
TONKIN 
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Postmarks on Wrapper Cut-Squares 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SAIGON-PORT SAIGON-PORT  SAIGON-PORT 
 COCHINCHINE  COCHINCHINE  COCHINCHINE 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 COCHINCHINE  COCHINCHINE THUAN-AN
 SAIGON SAIGON ANNAM 
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