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Nam Phuong Varieties

Ron Bentley

The stamp issued in 1942
to honor Nam-Phuong was
similar to the many other
commemorative stamps of the
Vichy period.  Despite being
printed at the same location as
all the others, several notable
varieties have been reported
for this particular issue.  First,
at least one sheet carries two
impressions slightly
displaced giving a generally
“fuzzy” appearance to the
image.

Secondly, and to my
knowledge this may be
unique to the Nam-Phuong
issue, the paper is
watermarked in the selvedge
with “ …STRE A LAN...”.
Perhaps, SICP members have
more information. D

Watermark appears in selvedge.
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Editor/ Executive Secretary’s Report

This issue is being distributed in connection with the society’s meetings at NOJEX and NAPEX.
Three articles relate to Mien Nam Vietnam, the topic of discussion at NAPEX.  Hopefully, we will have a
hotel room at NAPEX for members to interact casually away from the hubbub of the show.

Th latest issue of PHILAO (April-May 2000) includes a special supplement devoted to the revenues of
Laos.  Look for reprints from PHILAO in future issues of ICP.

For a philatelic journal exchange, I am about to have a complete run of ICP photocopied.  If you wish
to purchase a set (about 12 inches of double-sided copies) for $215 plus postage, please let me know/

New members to our society are:

732 Cao Tan Loi all Indochinese areas
47/22 Le Van Linh
P1 13, Q 4
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

733 Ta Phi Long postal history Indochina & Vietnam
69 Dang Dong - Quan 1 stamp dealer
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

734 Patrice Mollien French Indochina
French School Colette
124 CMT8, Q 3
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

735 Le Anh Thu Vietnam
303/115 Doan Van Bo St
Ward 13, District 4
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

736 William L. Barnes Indochina, Laos, South Vietnam
15106 Upton Avenue
Cleveland, OH  44110

737 Silvio Steinmann Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam
18/9 Sukhumvit 22
Bangkok 1011
Thailand

738 Nat Ward Cambodia, Laos, South Vietnam
P.O. Box 26057 North Vietnam, Vietnam
San Diego, CA  92196-0057

739 Wayne L. Worthington postal history dealer
Box 2878
Springfield, VA  22152
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Vietnam Visit: March, 2001

Joe Cartafalsa

This is a preliminary report on my “official” 30-day visit to Vietnam.  As the Executive Director of the
SICP, I had the opportunity to meet with many of top-level philatelists and government personnel involved
in the stamp industry.  My thanks go out to fellow SICP member Tran Trong Khai for the initial meeting
and contacts in both Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi.

Meetings were held with the Ho Chi Minh City Stamp Club, Tap Chi Tem (publisher of Tem stamp
magazine), the Hanoi Philatelic Association, Cong Ty Tem Vietnam (Cotevina) in Hanoi, plus many expert
philatelists in the North and South.  More on each of these meetings will be covered in following issues of
the ICP.

Much information was gathered on fakes and fantasy issues of the 1945 to 1952 period including fake
covers, many of which are listed in US auction catalogues in the $500 - $900 range.  See the “Fakes and
Fantasies” website (www.imnahastamps.com/fakes/index.htm) for a few examples.

Approximately a half dozen new members were recruited during my trip.

Figure 1 shows three members in Ho Chi Minh City, atop the Caravelle Hotel one night.  They are,
from left to right, Ms Le Anh Thu, Joe Cartafalsa, and Robert Palladino.  Ms Thu is a collector of modern
Vietnam and is a university English teacher and interpreter.  Robert is employed at the US Consulate and is
a specialist in Italian philately who has begun Vietnamese postal history because of his present job location.

Figure 1.  SICP members enjoy the evening in Ho Chi Minh City.
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Vietnam Visit: March, 2001

Figure 2 shows Cotevina’s sales office in Ho Chi Minh City.  Seated on the right is Ms Bich (the
manager) who speaks Russian, Chinese and (I think) French.  Her assistant, on the left, is Ms Nga, who
speaks English.  It should be noted that most Vietnamese that interact with the public speak at least one
other language.  For example, Ms Thu, besides speaking Vietnamese and English, also speaks Japanese
and French.  This is impressive as some opine that I barely speak English!

Figure 2.  Cotevina workers in Ho Chi Minh City prepare orders for stamp collectors.

Cotevina, located in both Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, carries in addition to stamps of Vietnam and
worldwide issues, their catalogue (in book and CD form), topical folders (i.e. “Life of Ho Chi Minh”) and
instructional books on philately.  The sales staff of both offices was helpful, attentive and pleasant to all of
the customers, foreign or Vietnamese.

In the future, I will detail the talks at Cotevina in Hanoi, buying stamps from local dealers in Vietnam,
and other subjects.  I must admit that I was treated very well in Hanoi at my two day meeting with the
executives of Cotevina.  It appears that I was the first “official” to take an interest in visiting the Vietnam
philatelic community.

For those of you that come to the society meeting at NAPEX this June, you will see that most of the
items in the SICP exhibit were obtained from Vietnam during this trip.  Hope to see you in Tyson’s
Corner. ∞
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Association COL.FRA
B.P. 628

75367 Paris Cedex 08
France

email:  clubcolfra@club-internet.fr
web site: www.colfra.com

Philatelic group studies stamps, postal
markings and postal history from:

• French colonies and areas under
French control

• Occupied military territories and
temporary administrative areas

• French post offices in foreign
countries

Journal published quarterly (in French).
Supplements covering special studies.

   

PHILAO
Philippe Drillien

Collège Les Dîmes
71290 Cuisery

France

email:  Philippedrillien@yahoo.com

International philatelic group
(“l’Association Internationale des
Collectionneurs de Timbres Poste du
Laos”) studies Laotian stamps, postal
markings and postal history and
philatelically related material from:

• All periods of Laos

• Areas related to Laos

Journal supplements issued occasionally –
most recently, study of Laotian revenues
covering all periods to the present.

In Search of Information

Query 01-05  Robert Storace asks if anyone can
identify the stamp on the far right.  It bears a close
resemblance to Scott M7 to the left.  The differences
are the inscription at the top (TEM THUUNG
BINH), an inscription (BUU CHINH) in the place
of the denomination and it is dated 1966 at the
extreme lower left.  There are very slight very
differences in color shades.

Query 01-06  Stan Blanko writes to ask if
anyone can explain “F.A.R.K.” in the return
address “Lt-Colonel Thappana Nginn, Directeur
Central du Génie des F.A.R.K., Phnom Penh, Cambodge” on a 1963 letter.

Classified Advertisements

This section is provided for members to post notices to buy, sell or exchange philatelic material.
Advertisements of 30 words or less may be sent to the editor for consideration for publication.  Current
members are allowed two free classified advertisements per calendar year.

Wantlists serviced for North and South Vietnam covers. Wayne Worthington. Look on eBay for:
waynew@erols.com or http://www.worthingtonstamps.com.  Worthington Stamps, Box 2878, Springfield,
Virginia 22152
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The Special Rate for Vietnam’s UPU Day

Thierry Wiart1

The Universal Postal Union declared 9 October 1999 “the world wide day of the post office.” In order
to celebrate the event, the Vietnamese Post Office decided that the Vietnamese mail would be free on that
day.

Postmarks on the mail for that day had the double function of commemorating the event and justifying
the absence of stamps.  The text was as follows: “KY NIEM NGAY BUU CHINH THE GIOI 9-10”
meaning: “Souvenir of the Worldwide Day of the Post Office, 9 October (1999).”

The special postmarks can sometimes be found alone on cover with no other markings.  Without the
address of the person sending it, it is impossible to determine the origin.  However, such mute examples
seem to be the exception.  Most often, covers had already been postmarked by the originating post office
(Figure 2), or printed by a meter machine (Figure 3).

Figure 1.  Lacking other markings, one can not identify the post office of origin.
(In this case, the author knew that it originated at Nha Trang.)

                                                
1 This article originally appeared in COL.FRA’s Bulletin, Number 93 of Fourth Quarter 2000.  It is translated and reprinted
here with the permission of the editor and author who is a member of SICP.  COLFRA is a French association specialized in
French Colonies and can be reached at COLFRA, BP 628, 75367 Paris Cedex 08, France.
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The Special Rate for Vietnam’s UPU Day

Figure 2.  The typical Post Office Day cover carries the postmark of the originating post office.

Figure 3.  Note that on Post Office Day, the meter carried a value of 0000 00 dong.
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The Special Rate for Vietnam’s UPU Day

Several types of postmark have been identified.  The text is most often written in a circle, which varies
from 25 to 30 millimeters in diameter (Figure 4 and 5), the most common dimension being 28 millimeters.
The shape of number 9 and number 10 also enables one to differentiate several different post offices
(Figures 6 to 11).

Fig. 4.  25-mm diameter Fig. 5.  30-mm diameter Fig. 6.  Round “0” Fig. 7. Pronounced ball on
Bac Lieu Hoa Hiep Binh Dinh district of tail of “9”

Ho Chi Minh City Ho Chi Minh City

Fig. 8. Long tail on “1” Fig. 9. Elongated “0”(red) Fig. 10. Elongated “0” Fig. 11. Very elongated
Ho Chi Minh City Bao Loc  (black) Dalat “0” Tuy Hoa

Two linear marks have also been found: one of them is framed into a rectangle (Figure 12).  With the
other, “Ky niêm” is written in cursive letters (Figure 13).

Figure 12.  Framed linear postmark in red. Figure 13.  Linear postmark from Hai Duong
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The Special Rate for Vietnam’s UPU Day

Red or black postmarks appear almost indifferently.  However, red is the more usual color and seems to
have been the color mandated by the central post office.  But all the post office’s employees might not have
read their memo with the requirements for that special day.  We have found a certain number of postage
due envelopes, but it seems that an amount due was never entered. (Figure 14)

Virtually unnoticed by stamp collectors, this day will certainly become recognized as a unique
occurrence in the postal history of Vietnam. ∞

Figure 14.  Although cited for postage due with a boxed “T,” there is no indication of an amount due.
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Printers of the 1967-1975 General Revenue Issues of South Vietnam

Terry Barham

There is more to Vietnam’s general revenue issues of 1967-1975 than a quick look would suggest.
The recent acquisition of some of this material from the de La Rue archives by Ed Wener of New Zealand
has clarified several points about these issues and raised several more questions, as well.

The American Revenue Association’s, French Colonies Revenues: Part IV, published by Donald L.
Duston in 1990, identified two different printings of this general revenue issue.  The de La Rue printings
characterized by small marginal spacing, and the Korean printing that has wide marginal spacing.  Later, in
the July/September 1996 issue of ICP, Gerald E. Uhler provided evidence of a corner block of the 0$20
value inscribed Government Printing Bureau, Tokyo.  The stamp had small marginal spacing and appeared
in all respects to be similar to the de La Rue printings.

I have spent some time “fly-specking” these different printings trying to develop better descriptions of
the separate printings.  The first thing that I noted from the Duston catalog was that perforations were not
indicated for these issues.  Therefore, I decided to start by checking perforations.  For the de La Rue
printings, I discovered that there were two different perforations.  Some stamps were perforated 12 1/2,
while others were perforated 13 1/2.  The Korean printings consistently showed perforations of 12 3/4.
The Tokyo printing was perforated 13 1/4.  Perforations appeared to define the separate printings.

I wondered, however, how to determine the printing if I were to come across an imperforate copy, or
one with clipped perforations.  A closer examination of the security web background design revealed
further distinguishing features.  I have pictured examples of each of the three printing types to illustrate my
findings.  The point of definition is located in the background design just outside the circle in the area of
the AM of NAM.

Type 1 is the de La Rue printing.  The security background design in this area is consistently the same
whether the perforation is 12 1/2 or 13 1/2.

Type 1  (de La Rue)
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Printers of the 1967-1975 General Revenue Issues of South Vietnam

Type 2 is the Tokyo printing.  Notice the semi-circle ‘peeking’ over the rim of the circle at the apex of
the ‘A’.  This design feature also held true for the recently examined 1$00 light brown stamp which is now
identified as a Tokyo printing as well.

Type 2  (Tokyo)

Type 3 is the Korean printing.  Notice the absence of the ellipse just outside the circle at the first apex
of the ‘M’.  This ellipse is present in both the de La Rue and Tokyo printings.

Type 3  (Korean)
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Printers of the 1967-1975 General Revenue Issues of South Vietnam

Now for the exception!  The only exception that I noted to these findings is the 50$00 value of the
Korean printing.  I have pictured it here as Type 4.  The design on this stamp appears quite similar to the
design in the de La Rue printing.  The only difference being the line just outside the circle between the ‘A’
and ‘M’ touches the circle.  In the de La Rue printing, the line does not touch the circle.  The exception
leads me to believe that there was another plate used to create the printing of the basic design for the 50$00
value for the Korean printing.

Type 4  (50$00 Korean)

Based on the descriptions provided by Ed Wener for the newly acquired de La Rue material, it is likely
that two or more printings of the de La Rue types were issued for use.  Ed notes marginal date notations in
several of the perforated sheets as 9 November 1969 and also 27 October 1971.  The selection of
imperforate material that he has contains date notations of 19 November 1968, 18 November 1969, 28 April
1971 and 3 May 1971.  It is not sure if the imperforate material should be classified as proofs, or whether
runs were actually made to be issued.  Ed has noted several distinct shades in color, as well as indications
of ‘shiny’ or ‘flat’ gum.  The only value Ed lists as perforated 13 1/2 is the 0$24 red brown.  The
remainder of the perforated material is perforated 12 1/2.  So, I am still left to wonder where/when did all of
the values perforated 13 1/2 arrive to be issued?

My search for color, denomination and perforation varieties continues.  If you have any of these issues,
please take a moment to examine them and let me know if you come across that new find to add to our on-
going compilation.  ∞
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The Mien Nam Transition Time of South Vietnam

Toan C. Nguyen

Following their military victories in areas of South Vietnam, the Viet Cong (VC) asserted that they were
the true government representing the South Vietnamese people.  The VC claimed that they were fighting to
free people still living under the control of the Thieu puppet government and the American invaders.  The
VC-controlled territory was called “Cong Hoa Mien Nam Viet Nam” (CHMNVN) or the “Republic of
South Vietnam.”  The capital was at Tay Ninh.

The VC in the South had their own postage stamps, issued from 20 December 1963 onward.

During this time the VC worked as the anti-government party under the name “Mat Tran Giai Phong
Mein Nam Vietnam” or “MTGPMNVN” (“National Liberation Front of South Vietnam” or “NLF”).
The first set of stamps was issued for the 3rd anniversary of the NLF and is listed in Michel as NLF #1-3.
See Figure 1.

Figure 1.  First National Liberation Front stamp issue.

The NLF stamps were just for propaganda purposes and were never used legitimately as postage, These
stamps are only found on first day covers.  The MTGPMNVN stamps were replaced by stamps inscribed
Cong Hoa Mien Nam Viet Nam on 22 April 1970.  The first issue so inscribed was Michel NLF #23-26.
See Figure 2.

Figure 2.  First stamps inscribed “Cong Hoa Mien Nam Viet Nam”.

From 1970 until 1975, CHMNVN stamps were considered as propaganda stamps or labels only.  The
only covers were first day covers until 1975.  Mail in the VC-controlled territory was stampless, unless it
originated in North Vietnam.  Most mail was hand-carried.  (For more information, see “Viet Cong Coded
Correspondence” in ICP 143.)

As the CHMNVN, the VC legally participated in the Paris Conference in 1973.  They were the
opposition force in South Vietnam sponsored by the North Vietnamese.  A principal outcome of this
conference was the gradual withdrawal of all US forces from South Vietnam.  The South Vietnamese had
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The Mien Nam Transition Time of South Vietnam

to defend themselves with minimal help while the VC received massive support (troops and supplies) from
North Viet Nam and other eastern bloc nations.  Eventually, South Vietnam fell to the communists on 30
April 1975.  A new history of Vietnam had begun.

The CHMNVN stamps were taken from the archives and sent to South Vietnam to be used because of
stamp shortages and currency differences.  CHMNVN stamps were only valid in the south and not allowed
to be used in the north.  Although scarce, covers with CHMNVN stamps from this period are known to
collectors.

The CHMNVN stamps first appeared in central Vietnam (before fall of Saigon) and then worked their
way southward.  In the postmarks, “Viet Nam” was replaced by “M.N. Viet Nam” (Mien Nam Viet
Nam), conferring legitimacy to the new designation.

Figure 3 shows an official cover with the round cachet of the Law University of Saigon.  The cachet is
inscribed at the top, “Cong Hoa Mien Nam Viet Nam.”  It is franked with Michel NLF # 65.  The
postmark is dated 7 May 1976.

Figure 3.  Cover with “Cong Hoa Mien Nam Viet Nam” in the cachet.

Figure 4 shows Michel NLF #34, canceled “Saigon/M.N. Viet Nam 3 June 1975.”   Saigon had not
yet been changed to “Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh” at that time.

CHMNVN and NVN agreed to vote on the reunification of the two Vietnams.  These two “countries”
issued identical stamps and are shown on FDC as Figure 5.
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The Mien Nam Transition Time of South Vietnam

Figure 4.  Cover with “Saigon/M.N. Viet Nam” postmark.

Figure 5.  First Day Cover with stamps sharing common design.

After 24 May 1976, CHMNVN vanished.  All references on documents, postmarks, and stamps were
removed.  Most covers or paper items with “Mien Nam” were recycled and destroyed.  The leaders in the
North did not want a memory of revolution in the South to remain and potentially be the cause of political
problems in the future. ∞
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Mien Nam Vietnam Postmarks

John Carroll

I am making a small study of the Mien Nam Vietnam postmarks which have
“* M.N. VIET-NAM *” at bottom of the cancel.  They appeared in South
Vietnam after "liberation" in 1975.  These have been found on covers with
National Liberation Front/Viet Cong stamps, North Vietnam regular and military
stamps, and used as backstamps on covers as late as 1977.  I am compiling a list
of all known towns with first and last seen dates of usage.  This will go along with
Joe's presentation/display of Viet Cong stamps at NAPEX and may be the subject
of a future ICP article.

If you have any Vietnamese covers from this period, please check those postmarks and let me know the
town name and date for any M.N. Vietnam cancels.  Photocopies or scans of covers are not necessary (but
would be appreciated for any unusual examples!).  Does anyone know of any reference sources on this
subject (besides the ICP)?

I will be glad to provide a current draft list of M.N. Vietnam postmarks to anyone who requests a copy.
My email address is: j-carroll@mindspring.com   ∞

Cities and Dates for Mien Nam Postmarks

Dates Seen Date Format
Town First Last Day-Mo.-

Year
Day-Mo.

197X
No Year Notes

BAC-LIEU 13-Mar-77 X

BAN-ME-THUOT 7-Aug-75 X

BA RIA Reported

BA-TRI 9-Mar-76 26-Feb-77 X

BEN-TRE 9-Mar-76 26-Feb-77 X

BIEN-HOA 27-Oct-75 7-Nov-76 X X (last) Last = backstamp

CAM-RANH 8-Nov-75

CAN-THO 25-Jun-75 9-Nov-76 X X (last)

CAN-THO 25-Apr-76 16-Dec-76 X Unaddressed philatelic covers

CHAO-DOC 2-Jun-76 X

DA-NANG 1-May-75 Reported "FDC"

DA NANG 22-May-
75

16-Jul-75 X No hyphen

DA-NANG 24-Nov-75 X

DUC-PHO 29-Dec-75 X

GIA-DINH 1-Aug-75 8-Aug-75 X Backstamp
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Mien Nam Vietnam Postmarks

Cities and Dates for Mien Nam Postmarks
GO-CONG 15-Oct-76 X

HA-TIEN 1-Feb-77 7-Jun-77 X

HO CHI-MINH
LE-LOI

30-Sep-76 X

KHANH-XUONG

LONG-CHANH 30-Mar-77 X Backstamp

LONG-THANH 2-Nov-76 X Backstamp

MO-CAY-NAM 13-Dec-76 X

NHA-TRANG 1-Oct-75 19-Jun-76 X

PHU-GIAO 28-Oct-76 X

QUANG TRI 1-May-73 Reported "post office in Dong
Ha"

QUANG TRI 15-Jan-74 X Philatelic cover addressed to
DDR

QUANG TRI 6-Jun-74 Reported "FDC"

SA-DEC 3-May-76 X

SAIGON 7-May-75 16-Jul-75 X Unaddressed "FDCs"

SAIGON 18-Jul-75 25-Jul-75 X Backstamp

SAIGON
CHOLON

25-Jun-75 2-Jul-75 X Backstamp; time in postmark

SOC-TRANG 6-Jul-76 12-Nov-76 X

TAY-NINH 14-Aug-? 24-Jun-76 X X

THUA THIEN 25-Sep-75 X Backstamp

VINH-LONG 5-Jun-76 23-Jun-77 X

VUNG-TAU 7-Nov-76 X

XUAN LOC 31-Oct-76

Start of Cong Hoa Mien Nam Viet Nam

Joe Cartafalsa

According to Nguyen Khac Vien’s VIETNAM: A Long History (The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1999),
the dates that various cities fell to the Communist forces during the March-April, 1975 Campaign were:

Phuoc Long 1 January Hue 26 March Xuan Loc 21 April
Buon Me Thuot 11 March Da Nang 29 March Sai Gon 30 April
Kong Tum 17 March Quy Nhon 1 April Tay Ninh 30 April
Play Cu 18 March Nha Trang 3 April Can Tho 1 May
Quang Tri 19 March Phan Rang 16 April Con Dao 1 May
Binh Long 20 March
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French Indochina Postal Money Order Counterfoil

Howard A. Daniel III

Over the years, many collectors in the numismatic community have seen me in the stamp section of a
coin and stamp show and asked me what I was doing there.  I answer that I collect all of the financial
instruments of Southeast Asia, to include those processed at postal facilities.  Financial instruments include:
postal money orders (write in the value), postal orders (value printed on them), International Reply
Coupons, postal checks, postal telephone tokens and cards, and many other financial items.

Most of them had never thought about collecting postal financial instruments; a few have volunteered to
look for what I want; and only a very few have joined me in collecting them1.  In the whole world, there are
less than one hundred members of The Postal Order Society!   The small number of collectors does not
mean that there are many postal financial instruments widely available .  Most of them were discarded or
destroyed.  But the plus side is that the price will usually be low when you finally find one.

I have been searching for a French Indochina or Cochinchina postal money order for internal use for
many, many years, but all I have for my efforts is a single counterfoil.  I have found one for external use
that was sent to Metropolitan France, but I am very happy to have found just this part of one for internal
use because it does prove such an item was issued and used.

        
Front                                                                       Reverse

                                                
1 If you are interested in also joining an organization dedicated to postal orders and postal money orders, I would like to
recommend The Postal Order Society.  Its journal is excellent and with information and illustrations not in any catalogs
known to me. Jack Harwood is the American Secretary for the society and you can reach him at P.O. Box 32015, Sarasota,
FL 34239 or email him at jharwood@attglobal.net.
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The paper is somewhat thin and of a light tan color, but there is no watermark.  I expected a watermark
and was quite surprised not to see one or more in the paper.  The printing and numbering was not done in
France, but somewhere in the region and it is very much like stocks, bonds, bank notes, coupons, etc. of this
era in my collection. The design was printed with what I think was originally olive-colored ink and is of a
dragon in the clouds and a phoenix bird in the center.

If someone can decipher the values written onto it, please send them to me.  I can see it is thirty
something piasters, but I cannot determine the other numbers.  The postmark is from Phu Nho Quan at
1015 hours on 11 November 1939.  I believe Phu Nho is a district of the city of Hue in the Protectorate of
Annam.  It is interesting to me that the destination was written in English, and not French, to Asia Life
Insurance in Hanoi.  Likely, this was the regularly used name of the company.

I am searching for French documentation describing the issue of postal money orders in Indochina and
Cochinchina, and would very much appreciate input from anyone about these financial instruments.  I
would also like to see photocopies, photographs and/or scans of them from anyone's collection or stock,
because I would like to add them to the third edition of my catalog covering the French financial
instruments of Southeast Asia.

Please write to the editor of this journal about this article, or to me at P.O. Box 989, Deltaville, Virginia
23043-0989.  My fax number is (413) 826-3087, and it converts to an email for me at
Howard@SEAsianTreasury. com.  You can call me at (804) 7769161, but I am very rarely at home so it is
likely you will have to leave a message on my answering machine.  ∞

Political Statement in Address

John Sylvester

Strong anti-war sentiments of 1971 are reflected in the Ambassador’s address.


