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Indochina's Highest Valued Postal Stationery Item
Ron Bentley
Through the courtesy of member-dealer Robert Tran, I recently had the opportunity to examine the new
ACEP1 stationery catalog. The "Catalogue ACEP des Colonies françaises" is a comprehensive, 3-volume
catalog covering the stationery of all French colonies and offices. The latest update has much new
information and some numbering changes. (SICP members should be careful bidding in French auctions
that cite the ACEP catalog.) In the 2001 edition, "catalog values" are expressed in euros ( ).
The most highly valued regularly issued item in the Indochina listing is the 5-cent Indochinese Culture
postal card. Listed as CP 22, it is valued at 500 unused and 600 used. Issued in 1931, the example
shown here had added stamps to make up the 15 cent surface rate. The partial receiving handstamp at the
lower right indicates that the postal card was received in January 1942 after the attack on Pearl Harbor. ∞

1

ACEP = Association des Collectionneurs d' Entiers Postaux
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Editor/ Executive Secretary’s Report
Bob Bellinger writes to say that he has convinced Scott to list two more Cambodian stamps (numbers
820 and 822). Thanks to Bob's untiring efforts, Scott continues to make progress toward a truly complete
listing for Cambodia.
Mike Johnson writes that his exhibit "Indo-China: An Abbreviated Postal History of French IndoChina, 1881-1951" won a silver-bronze at MIDAPHIL 2001 held 12-14 October 2001 in Kansas City,
Missouri. Congratulations Mike!
Norm Davis is putting together an auction for the next ICP, so get your duplicates to him ASAP.
In the last ICP, the number for returning member André Roland was mistakenly reported. His correct
number is 651.
We have been experimenting with distributing the ICP electronically. This has many pluses but also a
few drawbacks. One obvious benefit is that your ICP arrives at the speed of light! If you would like to
participate in this experiment while we iron out the wrinkles, please let me know.
Our current financial condition is summarized as follows:
Assets held by Executive Secretary
Balance of funds on hand 31 December 2000
Income (dues, sales of back issues, etc.):
Expenses: Publication and distribution of journal
NAPEX meeting expense

$5,058.11
2,241.50
1,409.86
108.64

Balance of funds as of 31 December 2001

$5,700.11

Assets held by Auction Manager
Balance of funds on hand 31 December 2000
Expenses: Post office box rental (December 2001 - December 2002)
Postage
NOJEX meeting expense
Subtotal

$6,530.26
$60.00
3.40
20.00
83.40

Balance of funds as of 31 December 2001

$6,446.86

Total SICP assets as of 31 December 2001

$12,146.97

Classified Advertisements
This section is provided for members to post notices to buy, sell or exchange philatelic material.
Advertisements of 30 words or less may be sent to the editor for consideration for publication. Current
members are allowed two free classified advertisements per calendar year.
In order to complete a set, I am looking for a 5 franc Navigation and Commerce stamp with a nice readable
Saigon-Port postmark. Will trade or buy. Ron Bentley, 2600 North 24th Street, Arlington, Virginia 22207
ron.bentley@verizon.net. ∞
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Recent eBay Auction Results for Perfins
Ron Bentley
A single 25 centime Native Woman stamp with a "D.F" perfin (Desmarais Freres) was listed on eBay
with a starting price of DM 1.00 (approximately $0.45). Over seven days, twelve bids drove up the price of
lot 1300998336 to a final price of DM 42.00 (approximately $19.05)! In the recent Scott catalog, this
stamp lists at $1.50 in used condition.
Perfins must be popular! Another lot of 12 perfins on eBay (lot 1303988942) started at $9.95 and
closed at $51.00 after 8 bids. ∞

Big Minh Dies at 85
Joe Cartafalsa sent the following, which appeared in 9 August 2001
issue of The Saigon Times Daily under the byline of Hoang Son:
"The last president of the Saigon regime, Duong Van Minh, then
referred to in the media as “Big Minh” because he stood over 1.8
meters tall, died on Monday at age 85 in California in the United States.
"The general, who was president in the regime’s final few days,
suffered a fall in his Pasadena apartment on Sunday and died on
Monday night at the city’s Huntington Memorial Hospital, the Vietnam
News Agency quotes sources in the U.S.
"Minh was installed as president on April 28. His rule lasted only
three days before he surrendered unconditionally to Liberation Army
forces. “At the last moment of the (American) war, by announcing
unconditional surrender, Minh contributed to reducing war losses,”
Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Phan Thuy Thanh said
yesterday. Vietnam treated him well after the war by arranging for him
to live abroad and to spend his last days here, but the latter did not
materialize, she said. “Recently, he expressed a desire to spend his
remaining days in Vietnam, and this was approved. Regrettably, health
problems prevented this,” Thanh said in a written response to the press.
Thanh also conveyed Vietnam’s condolences to Minh’s family.
"Minh, born in 1916 in My Tho in the Mekong Delta, emigrated to France in 1983, then moved to
California after a few years to live with his daughter." ∞
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Executive Director's Report
Joe Cartafalsa
Our most recent meeting of the “Capital Chapter” took place on Saturday, 3 November 2001, at the
Marriott Hotel in Tysons Corner, Virginia. In reality, the meeting started Friday afternoon, as members
began arriving from out of town and we gathered in the hotel room to compare items and just talk. This
meeting was timed to coincide with the Vienna Stamp & Coin Show at the nearby community center. SICP
dealer-member Wayne Worthington had a table at the show and brought his interesting stock of Southeast
Asian covers. Most members were able to see him before the meeting. We had a good turnout as follows:
Ron Bentley
John Carroll (drove from North Carolina)
Joe Cartafalsa (drove from South Carolina)
Peter Corson (drove from North Carolina)
Andrew Crenshaw (drove from New York)
Jack Dykhouse (flew from Texas)
Toan C Nguyen
Shean Wu
plus one or two non-members.
The newest ICP was distributed and Ron pressured everyone to pay their dues on the spot and to fill
out the election ballots. Various subjects were discussed as follows:
1) Supplying the ICP by email if technically possible.
2) Putting the ICP Index on the web
3) Sending out press releases to get publicity for the SICP (Andrew took this for action)
4) Producing CDs to generate income for the SICP - Revenue Catalog, Forgeries, etc.
5) Miscellaneous suggestions for articles in future ICPs.
After the business part of the meeting was over, massive amounts of philatelic material appeared which
was looked at, questioned, bought, sold and traded. A fun time which lasted for some of us until 11:30 that
night, with a break for dinner at the Four Sisters Restaurant (great Vietnamese food!).
There is a reason for this report, other than to let everyone know what is happening with the East Coast
group. I urge members in other areas of the country to find each other and have your own meetings. All it
takes is two people to have a meeting!
Speaking of meetings, elsewhere in this issue there is a brief article about the Nha Trang Regional
Stamp Show, where the Vietnam/Saigon Chapter of the SICP had their first official meeting and produced a
show cover.
On the topic of meetings, the Capital Chapter of SICP will again meet at NAPEX in McLean, Virginia
on 31 May -2 June 2002. SICP will also convene at APS Stampshow 2002. This is scheduled for 15-18
August 2002, in Atlantic City, New Jersey. The Philatelic Congress Book will have an article on Mien
Nam by Joe Cartafalsa and John Carroll, a lecture, and hopefully exhibits in our field by the membership.
If you have never exhibited, now is the time to try. Michael Rogers will give an award for the “Best Asian
Exhibit” which I am hopeful will go to someone in our society. Last year, we had a great time at NAPEX.
With the beach and casinos thrown in, Atlantic City promises to be the site of another memorable SICP
gathering.
Comments? Questions? My email address is in the front of ICP. ∞
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The French Office at Long-Tchéou That Never Came to Pass
Ed Grabowski
An interesting back-water to collecting the stamps and postal history of the French Colonial Allegorical
Group Type from the Indochina area is mail from the Chinese office at Long-Tchéou. This village was
located about 30 kilometers from the Tonkin border. Apparently, there was sufficient French commercial
activity in the area to consider the creation of a French Post Office, similar to those at Canton, Pakhoi,
Kouang-Tchéou, etc. Essays of Group Type stamps with the overprint LONGTCHÉOU were prepared in
1903, but the office never came into existence. Thus, mail from the Chinese office of Long-Tchéou around
the turn of the century typically bears both Chinese stamps to prepay transit through China to an
Indochinese office, typically Lang-son, and Indochinese stamps to prepay French Community or UPU
rates to French Community or international destinations. Desrousseaux, in his seminal work Postes &
Courriers Français en Extreme-Orient, has detailed the highlights of the postal history of Long-Tchéou,
though with very few illustrations. In general, covers with simple letter rates can be found by the patient,
but anything more unusual such as printed matter or registered mail is more difficult to obtain. Over the
years, I have gathered various combination covers illustrating prepayment of some of the relevant rates. I
don’t have enough material for a comprehensive study of the rates and markings, but I thought a short note
in our publication would to illustrate the diversity of material available.
Figure 1 illustrates a post card sent from Long-Tchéou on 5 February 1901 to Paris. The card was
franked with a 4c stamp of China prepaying the Chinese internal post card rate, and a pair of the 5c yellowgreen Indochina Group type stamps prepaying the 10c post card rate applicable to all UPU destinations.
Although this might seem to be a trivial combination/rate, it is in fact quite rare as not many post cards
originated at Long-Tchéou. The card arrived at the Tonkin border at Lang-son on the 6th, and was
transported via the Hanoi-Haiphong rail line on the 8th enroute to its Paris destination. A Paris arrival is not
present, but clearly the card traveled through the mails.

Figure 1. Postcard with combination franking mailed at Long-Tchéou in 1901.
Page 220

JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY OF INDO-CHINA PHILATELISTS

THE INDO-CHINA PHILATELIST
VOLUME XXXII, No. 1

JAN 2002

WHOLE NO. 151

The French Office at Long-Tchéou That Never Came to Pass

Figure 2. registered letter opened on three sides.
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The French Office at Long-Tchéou That Never Came to Pass
An earlier cover is shown in Figure 2. It bears the return address of the French Consulate at LongTchéou, clearly showing that the French had a significant presence in the village. It was posted on 23
December 1899 at the 20 cent registered Chinese rate as franked with a pair of 10 cent, contemporary
Chinese dragon stamps. One is tied by a LUNGCHOW 23 DE 99 datestamp, and the other by a bold "R,"
confirming the registered rate. On the reverse, he French part of the postage was prepaid by a block of four
of the 10 centimes Group Type stamp tied by a LANG-SON TONKIN 25 DEC 99 datestamp. This was
the correct 40 centime French Community registered rate (15 centime postage plus 25 centime registry fee).
The letter was posted to an addressee in Marseille, and finally forwarded to him in Paris, creating an
interesting array of backstamps on the reverse.
A similar cover is shown in Figure 3. It was posted at Long-Tchéou on 4 September 1902 at the thenprevailing Chinese rate of 16 cents, with a 10c Chinese stamp on the front and 2c and four 1c stamps on the
reverse, all tied by the Long-Tchéou datestamp. The letter bears an unusual Long-Tchéou rectangular
registry handstamp, containing a bold "R," a LUNGCHOW (CHINA) office of origin, and a place to enter
the registration number of the letter. The French portion of the registered rate, still 40 centimes in 1902, is
prepaid by a 40c Indochinese Group Type stamp cancelled by the double-ringed datestamp of Lang-son on
6 September. The letter was posted to the firm of Godard & Cie. in Hanoi, which received much
commercial mail during this period.

Figure 3. Cover with LUNGCHOW registry handstamp.
Undoubtedly, the most unusual letter in this grouping is that shown in Figure 4. It did not originate in
the office at Long-Tchéou, but instead at the Chinese office of Nan-Ling in Quangsi Province. It was
posted at the 10c local Chinese rate and the Chinese stamp is tied by a rectangular Nan-Ling cancel. The
letter was transferred via Long-Tchéou on 28 June 1901, and to Lang-Son on the 29th, prepaying the
15 centime French Community rate to, in this case, Paris where it arrived on August 6th. Clearly it was
possible to route letters via Long-Tchéou at this time.
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The French Office at Long-Tchéou That Never Came to Pass

Figure 4. Letter sent via Long-Tchéou in 1901.
To my knowledge. few examples of material from this office have been highlighted in the previous
literature. Nonetheless, it is clear that interesting and unusual material exists. Those with comments or
additional material that they would like to bring to my attention can contact me at edjjg@bellatlantic.net. ∞

SICP Election Results
Results of voting for officers when ballot counting ceased on 31 December 2001 were as follows:
President
Directors (four)
Richard Aspnes
66
Toan Nguyen
56
Mark Isaacs
2
Norm Davis
50
John Carroll
47
Vice President
Terry Barham
43
Jack Dykhouse
70
Andrew Crenshaw
36
Peter Corson
23
Steven Carol
1
Ron Bentley
1
Congratulations to the new officers and best of luck during your term! ∞
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Vietnam Provinces, Postmarks and Postal Codes
John Carroll
Much can be learned about the geography and political divisions of modern Vietnam by studying its
covers and postmarks. There are currently 61 administrative divisions in Vietnam (see accompanying
map). These include 57 provinces and four major cities (Hanoi, Haiphong, Ho Chi Minh City and
Danang). Vietnam’s postal service organizations follow these administrative divisions.
Since the late 1970s, postmarks of the Vietnam Socialist Republic generally include the town or post
office name and a 5-digit code number at the bottom of the cancel. These “postal codes” are used solely
for administrative control purposes. They are obviously not used to facilitate delivery like zip codes in the
:United States, because they are not used in the recipient’s address. The origin of a cover, however, can be
determined from the postal code number. Unfortunately, an official list of Vietnam’s post offices and
postal codes has not been released to the public. A partial list of postal codes was published by the
philatelist Tran Anh-Tuan in his 1995 Vietnam Guide. The current study builds on this information.
There is a simple pattern to the postal code number series. The first 2 digits of the postal code
represent the province or major city (also shown on map). The number series start at 10000 (Hanoi) and
end with 99000 (Bac Lieu province). The numbers generally increase from north to south. Two digit
numbers 10 to 40 cover the northern provinces, 41 through 59 cover the central provinces, and 61 through
99 cover the southern provinces. The code number for the main post office in each province generally ends
in three zeros. Table I is an alphabetical list of current provinces (since 1997) with postal codes for the
capital city or chief town. (Many thousands of covers were examined in order to compile this table!)
The last 3 digits of the postal code represent the district and specific post office (or offices in larger
towns). The code number for the main post office in each district ends in a multiple of 50 or 100. Codes
for small post offices usually end in any number except zero.
If you have a cover with a readable postmark, you can quickly identify the geographic region and
determine if it is from a provincial capital, district chief town, or small post office. Another nice thing about
collecting modern Vietnam covers is that most internal mail has backstamps and transit postmarks to add
interest. These covers are relatively plentiful in the stamp market and are not expensive. It has been
observed that most 70000 series (Ho Chi Minh City) covers are common, while covers from some of the
smaller northern provinces (and many rural districts) are difficult to find.
If this seems too simple, rest assured there are many challenges and opportunities for confusion in this
area. Vietnam’s first postal codes appeared in 1975 as an experiment with 3- and 4-digit numbers not
corresponding to the system used today (to be discussed in a future article). The names and borders of
many of Vietnam’s provinces have changed several times since 1975, and the postal code numbers have
changed with them! Postal codes have also changed for other non-apparent reasons. Many collectors
recognize that the Ho Chi Minh City postal code was 15000 before being changed to 70000 in the early
1980’s.
According to a recent Vietnam Posts and Telecommunications report (on the web at
www.vnpt.com.vn/Vnpt/Events/Year2000.htm) there were more than 3,000 local post offices, 4,200 village
“post office-cultural places”, and 695 contract post offices (postal agents) in operation last year (totalling
about 7,900 post offices). More are operating today. Since many different places in Vietnam have the
same or similar names, postal codes can be a good identifying tool. There can also be many different
varieties of postmarks with the same code number. Finally, because of the large concentration of post
offices in some areas, 6-digit postal codes have recently appeared (a sixth digit follows the existing 5-digit
code in these postmarks).
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Vietnam Provinces, Postmarks and Postal Codes
Table I. Vietnam Provincial Postal Codes
Province
An Giang
Ba Ria-Vung
Tau
Bac Kan
Bac Giang
Bac Lieu
Bac Ninh
Ben Tre
Binh Dinh
Binh Duong
Binh Phuoc

Code
Capital
94000 Long Xuyen
74000 Vung Tau

Province
Kon Tum
Lai Chau

Code
Capital
58000 Kon Tum
28000 Dien Bien

17000
21000
99000
16000
83000
53000
72000
77000

Bac Kan
Bac Giang
Bac Lieu
Bac Ninh
Ben Tre
Qui Nhon
Thu Dau Mot
Dong Xoai

Lam Dong
Lang Son
Lao Cai
Long An
Nam Dinh
Nghe An
Ninh Binh
Ninh Thuan

61000
20000
19000
81100
32000
42000
40800
63000

Binh Thuan
Can Tho
Ca Mau
Cao Bang
Dac Lac
Da Nang
Dong Nai
Dong Thap
Gia Lai
Ha Giang
Ha Nam
Ha Tay
Ha Tinh
Hai Duong
Hai Phong
Hanoi
Ho Chi Minh
Hoa Binh
Hung Yen
Khanh Hoa
Kien Giang

62000
92000
96000
22100
55000
59000
71000
93000
54000
29000
30000
31000
43000
34000
35000
10000
70000
13000
39000
57000
95000

Phan Thiet
Can Tho
Ca Mau
Cao Bang
Buon Ma Thuot
Da Nang
Bien Hoa
Cao Lanh
Pleiku
Ha Giang
Ha Nam
Ha Dong
Ha Tinh
Hai Duong
Hai Phong
Hanoi
Ho Chi Minh
Hoa Binh
Hung Yen
Nha Trang
Rach Gia

Phu Tho
Phu Yen
Quang Binh
Quang Ngai
Quang Nam
Quang Ninh
Quang Tri
Soc Trang
Son La
Tay Ninh
Thai Binh
Thai Nguyen
Thanh Hoa
Thua Thien-Hue
Tien Giang
Tra Vinh
Tuyen Quang
Vinh Long
Vinh Phuc
Yen Bai

24000
56000
45100
52000
51000
36000
46000
97000
27000
73000
33000
23000
41000
47000
82000
90000
25000
91000
11000
26200
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Dalat
Lang Son
Lao Cai
Tan An
Nam Dinh
Vinh
Ninh Binh
Pham Rang &
Thap Cham
Phu Tho
Tuy Hoa
Dong Hoi
Quang Ngai
Hoi An
Hong Gai
Dong Ha
Soc Trang
Son La
Tay Ninh
Thai Binh
Thai Nguyen
Thanh Hoa
Hue
Mytho
Tra Vinh
Son Duong
Vinh Long
Vinh Yen
Yen Bai
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Vietnam Provinces, Postmarks and Postal Codes
Knowledge of a few terms and abbreviations that appear in postmarks and addresses will help
collectors in identifying their covers. Our Vietnamese colleagues can help with additions to this list.
Buu Dien (BD)
Buu Dien-Van Hoa (BD-VH)
Dai Ly Buu Dien (DL BD)
Huyen (H)
Khai Thac (KT)
Quan (Q)
Thanh Pho (TP)
Thi Xa (TX)
Tinh (T)
Xa (X)

Post office
Post office-cultural place
Contract post office
District (in province)
Mail sorting office
District (in city)
City
Town
Province
Village

The registered cover with boxed marking shown below illustrates many of these terms. It is posted
from the post office-cultural center in Dong Lai village, Tan Lac district, Hoa Binh province, and sent to
Thanh Xuan district in Hanoi. Note the postal code is 6 digits, indicating this is a new post office.

Currently, I am trying to find postal codes for all provincial districts in Vietnam, and working on
another list of historic postal codes and province changes since 1975. All of the relevant information on
postmarks examined goes into a computer database and will be reported on in the future. Collecting
postmarks of a certain town or province is feasible today and is an interesting area for specialization.
Among other things, this collector specializes in covers from Khanh Hoa province (formerly Phu Khanh)
and is seeking postmarks from the smaller towns.
Thanks to Joe Cartafalsa for assisting with material and information for this study from his recent trips
to Vietnam. If anyone has additional information to share, please contact me at j-carroll@mindspring.com.
∞
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South Viet-Namese Legislative Free Franks
Richard K. Aspnes
The privilege given to government officials and office holders that allows postage-free mail (“free
franking”) for “official” correspondence is well-known and wide spread. At one time or another, each of
us has received mailings, letters, and other correspondence from our national assembly or congress
members. In the United States, the practice is carefully regulated at the Congressional level, and the
signature of the office holder in the upper right, in the normal position for a postage stamp, is the most
recognized usage. During times of war and other military actions, members of the armed forces on active
duty are also allowed free franking privileges, indicated in a like manner.
Not surprisingly, the National Assembly of the Republic of Viet-Nam also extended this practice to
members of the legislature. In ICP 41, Mark Isaacs provided an illustration of an envelope with a preprinted ornate indicium of the National Assembly for the First Republic (1955 – 1963). The envelope was
canceled by a circular date stamp dated 11 February 1958, at the city of Long-Xuyen. This is the only
example of this indicium that I have seen in over twenty-five years of collecting Viet-Nam. A scanned copy
of the illustration from ICP 41 is shown here as Figure 1.

Figure 1. Early indicium on postal cover (courtesy of Mark Isaacs).
A more common indicium is illustrated in Figures 2 and 3. The envelope illustrated in Figure 2 shows
postal usage to a person in Hué. (The cover is backstamped with a Hué postmark dated 19 January 1960.)
It was used for the second session of the National Assembly, and is so indicated by the date in the
indicium, 1959 – 1962. The envelopes in Figures 2 and 3, while sharing the same indicium design, differ
on the obverse. As indicated in Figure 4, both contain typeset printed serial numbers (one presumes this
allowed the controlling agency the ability to maintain accounting control of usage) located in the upper half
of the envelope obverse. The obverse of the envelope, shown in Figure 4, contains additional typeset text,
both in Vietnamese and French, stating the purpose of the envelope: “Envelope officielle des Députés.”
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South Viet-Namese Legislative Free Franks

Figure 2. Postal use of second session indicium.

Figure 3. Commemorative use of second session indicium.
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South Viet-Namese Legislative Free Franks

Figure 4. Obverse of free frank cover.
The other significant difference in these two envelopes is the commemorative marking on the front of
the envelope illustrated in Figure 3. This typeset marking, enlarged in Figure 5, clearly documents the
purpose and date of the event (as well as the circular date stamp on the front of the envelope) being the
inauguration of the second session of the National Assembly. The additional affixed postage is a puzzle,
and could indicate the standard rate of the period, as the envelope was not marked with the sender's name or
address.

Figure 5. Enlarged typeset commemorative marking on front of cover.
Covers with these indicia are very scarce. I challenge SICP members to review their collections to
discover other varieties and uses and expand our scant knowledge of this area. ∞

Page 230

JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY OF INDO-CHINA PHILATELISTS

THE INDO-CHINA PHILATELIST
VOLUME XXXII, No. 1

JAN 2002

WHOLE NO. 151

In Search of Information
Query 02-01: André Roland asks the members about the cover shown here. Registered at Cua-Roa,
Annam, in June 1946(?), the cover was franked with two stamps each overprinted with a large "VN." The
same marking appears below the postage stamps on the cover itself. Postmarks from Vinh were struck on
both sides. Since service likely did not exist to Laos, the cover was returned to sender as indicated by the 7
July Cua-Rao postmark. Does anyone have any information about use of the mysterious "VN?" ∞

One side of cover shows large "VN" on the stamps as well as on the cover itself.

Addressed to Xieng Khoung, Laos, the cover was returned to the sender.
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Visit to A Vietnamese Stamp Show
Joe Cartafalsa
This past August, I was invited to a stamp show at Nha Trang in Khanh Hoa Province. This was the
first show ever held in Nha Trang, and it was a regional show. It was very different from any stamp show
that I have attended in the United States.
The show was sponsored by the Khanh Hoa Post Office. Being a regional show, members of the local
stamp clubs of the following provinces were represented: Da Nang (City), Phu Yen, Gia Lai, Lam Dong,
Quang Nam, Ninh Thuan, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh and Khanh Hoa. These provinces make up the region
called Mien Trung and Tay Nguyen, what Americans call the “Central Highlands.”
The show took place 17-20
August 2001 in the public library.
There were 190 standard frames (like
those seen in the United States), each
holding 16 pages. The frames are
arranged in six rows, zig-zagged to
save space. There was a very busy
post office set up to service the show
covers. The post office was very
helpful, letting the patrons apply the
postmarks when it was busy.

Opening ceremonies at Nha Trang stamp show

There were no dealers as in an
American show. The sponsoring
club, Khanh Hoa, in this case, had a
large table with books of stamps for
sale to benefit their club. There was
no buying or selling between the
visitors inside the building. People
all seem to know each other and go to
their respective homes or hotels in
order to buy, sell or trade.

Of interest is the fact that there are no entry fees to exhibit. In fact, the exhibition officials pay each
exhibitor two or three dollars per frame to enter the exhibit. This is a good bit of money and is to be used
by the collector to make the exhibit look nice - to pay for page protectors, mounts, etc.
Most exhibits are either topical/thematic or deal with “Vietnam.” Exhibits of stamps or postal history
of other nations are difficult to assemble in Vietnam. I believe that the first place exhibit was won by a
topical exhibit called “Shapes,” showing every type of shape imaginable. Another great exhibit dealt with
“Vietnamese Women,” and showed every stamp or special event cover relating to Vietnamese women. Of
special interest to me was an exhibit showing uses of the 1956 North Viet Nam Mac Thi Buoi issue (Scott
43-46). The topical exhibits all had fantastic Vietnamese items that collectors never see in the United
States.
Another exhibit dealt with “Hats” and was done by a 15 year old boy. Many of the exhibitors are very
young and had been encouraged to collect stamps by clubs in school or in their communities.
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Visit to A Vietnamese Stamp Show
The accompanying photo of the opening ceremony shows the invited guests in the front (with
flower/ribbons) rows. These guests were given a packet containing a show shirt (with a collar, not a cheap
T-shirt), a baseball cap, a program folder and a special cover. After the first day at the show is nearly over,
everyone goes to a hotel banquet room and has a fantastic Vietnamese feast, consisting of a half dozen
courses plus appetizers, dessert, and all of the beer or soda you want. The best thing about this dinner,
besides the taste, is that the check is picked up by the sponsoring postmaster - for all 200 or so guests,
exhibitors, postal employees, and adult relatives.
The SICP had a semi-organized Vietnam/Saigon Chapter meeting there. Photographs were taken with
the visiting dignitaries and the specially prepared covers for the event were distributed. One of the covers is
illustrated here. Thirty covers were prepared, with two going to the Khanh Hoa Post Office and one to the
Khanh Hoa Stamp Club. Most of the rest went to our members in Vietnam. Hopefully there will be more
such activities involving our society. ∞

SICP Yahoo! Discussion Group
Andrew Crenshaw
If you’re an Internet user, you’re probably aware that Yahoo! is more than just an Internet search
engine and web directory. However, you might not be familiar with Yahoo! Groups as they’re fairly well
buried in the myriad of Yahoo! offerings such as e-mail, instant messaging and shopping.
Terry Barham created a Yahoo! Discussion Group for the Society of Indo-China Philatelists as a place
to share information with other members. The SICP discussion group enables members to post messages
and comments that can be read by other members. Members can post responses and answers to any
posted message. Unlike e-mail correspondence, discussion areas like this one provide a record of dialogs
that others can learn from and enjoy.
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SICP Yahoo! Discussion Group
The SICP Yahoo! Discussion Group also enables members to upload files and images, engage in realtime chat with other members, share bookmarks of favorite web sites, and even schedule meetings and
events. Terry has posted a draft copy of his Vietnam Revenue Catalog on the site and several members
have uploaded images of stamps and covers to show and trade.
If you’d like to join the group, visit the following URL (address) with your web browser and follow the
instructions:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IndoChinaPhilats/join
Since this is a closed group, Terry must approve your membership request. This keeps out “spammers”
who post get-rich-quick schemes and the like. He says he normally monitors his e-mail closely so he’ll
usually approve membership within a few hours, or at most overnight. So long as you have an interest in
collecting material from the Indo-China area, Terry will approve your membership. Once you’ve joined,
you can post messages and otherwise participate in the group. Make sure to bookmark the SICP
discussion group’s home page so you can easily return.
As of this writing, there are around a dozen SICP members who have joined the discussion group. The
more people who join, the more dialog will occur and the more useful and fun the group will become.
There is no cost to join the group. I look forward to seeing you there. ∞
Native Women Red Cross Varieties
Ron Bentley
In 1918-19, three Native Women stamps, which
had already been overprinted in the local currency,
were overprinted a second time with a surcharge to
support Red Cross efforts in World War I. The
“closed 4” variety appears in stamp catalogs, but
other varieties also exist as follows: The “4
CENTS” was shifted so far left that the overprint
on each stamp reads “CENTS 4.” The inking on
the 6 cent value was so heavy that the new
denomination reads “6 CENT8.” With the 8 cent
value, the overprint was shifted left, but not so far
as to completely disappear from the left of the
stamp. ∞
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