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Service Optique in 1894
Ron Bentley

Collectors of the covers from the Annam-Tonkin Expeditionary
Corps encounter a variety of cachets for the military units that served

cover is shown below.

in the campaign. An example of an interesting Expeditionary Corps

The cover was addressed to another soldier at Noumea, New
Caledonia, which was surely an unusual destination for a soldier on
campaign. Three postmarks appear on the front of the envelope. A
“TONKIN CORPS EXPEDITRE” military postmark is dated 26
October 1894. A civil postmark from Hanoi has the same date. A
particularly nice maritime marking, “CORPS EXP.TONKIN
LIGNE N. 4 4 NOV. 94,” was struck in red at the lower right.

They are all admirable markings, but what attracted me to the

— PR P AW

cover was military cachet
struck in blue at the lower
left. The Service Optique
was part of the military’s
communication system in
Indochina. It was not
based on semaphore
(signaling flags that one
still sees occasionally used
by lifeguards passing
messages along the
beachfront).

Rather, the Service
Optique was based on
mirrors. Using mirrors to
reflect sunlight allowed
messengers to transmit
coded messages great
distances at the speed of
light. A series of stations
was established for fast
communications (at least,
on sunny days). oo
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Editor/ Executive Secretary’s Report

I hope many who are reading this journal had a chance to get together will fellow SICP collectors in
Atlantic City. In the same vein, Jack Dykhouse is organizing a meeting at SESCAL at 3:00 on 5 October
2002. Be sure to check the philatelic press or our website for more details on SICP's exact meeting room
assignment.

This theme of this /CP is "military mail" centered on Andrew Crenshaw's article about the Vietnamese
Air Force. If you would like to see a future issue devoted to a particular theme, please let me know. Of
course, the most effective way to lobby for a specific theme is to submit an article that lays the foundation
for the issue.

Member Michael Rogers was kind enough to include a membership application in one of his recent,
widely-distributed auction catalogs. As a result, a number of applications have arrived to bolster our ranks
with new and returning members. New members to our society are:

752  Cary Tenzer Vietnam
Apt. 5812, 1450 Washington Boulevard
Stamford, CT 06902

753 Anthony A. Pelosi Cambodia, Laos,
22 Knox Avenue North, South and combined Vietnam
Stoney Brook, NY 11790 Italy, Canada, GB, Gibraltar, Malta

754  James M. Clark
2365 Meadow Road
New Kensington, PA 15068

755  Charles L. Stoddard Indochina, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam
4746 50th Avenue SW Thailand
Seattle, WA 98116-4325
756  Klaus A. Gebhardt North and South Vietnam
Suite 334 Viet Cong, LKV & regionals
48 Par-la-Ville Road
Hamilton HM 11 Bermuda
757  Billy Winkelmann Laos
20019 Eastman Place

Katy, TX 77449

Next year, we will be publishing a member's roster, which will list name, mailing address, email address
and collecting interests. With next year's dues, you will be asked if you wish to opt out of being listed.
The officers recognize that some people may not want their names listed for privacy or security purposes.
Hence, we will be offering this opportunity for each member to make his personal preference known. The
list may be shared with philatelic organizations (e.g., the American Philatelic Society) or with member
dealers or auctioneers who have material to offer in our shared collecting interests. If a dealer is disposing
of material from a former or deceased member's collection, he may also receive the list. However, the list
will not be sold to anyone for any purpose. A roster is essential for communications about our hobby, to
gather information, to sell and acquire material, etc. So, please consider the full range of factors in making
your decision about listing. oo
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Letters to the Editor
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Dear Editor,

I am thoroughly amazed and happy to see the emailed versions of the Indo-China Philatelist! The
quality of the journal is far above what any other society is producing anywhere in the world. A round of
applause should be given by every member to you and others who have worked on it. The following are
some comments about the May 2002 issue.

The "India's Participation in International Control Commissions" article by the editor with input from
David Taylor-Smith reminded me of an International Commission for Supervision and Control Medal I
found in Ho Chi Minh City in May of this year. I have already sent the medal to my friend, John Sylvester
Jr., who is a very advanced collector of the medals and decorations of the Indochina area. He co-authored
"The Decorations and Medals of the Republic of Vietnam" (ISBN 1-884452-16-7) with Colonel Frank
Foster, which has this medal in it. The medal I sent him has an April 1973 date, but I could not tell who on
the commission was awarded it for service. Philatelic information about the commission could assist John
with producing a future edition of his book, so please contact him at "sylvesterjr@mindspring.com".

I have noticed in many articles that the incorrect use of some Lao words. First is the word "Laos". Itis
a Western-created word with an "s" added onto Lao. To the best of my knowledge, an "s" is not used in
Lao (or Thai). When you describe one Lao or one hundred Lao, you do not add an "s" to "Lao", but the
Westerners did not know this, so they named the country "Kingdom of Laos". When "Lao" is the correct

word to describe something that is Lao, then "Laotian" is also a word that should not be used.

It is the same with their denominations of "kip" and "at" (or att). There is never an "s" added to them,
just like there is never one added to the Thai "baht" or "satang". This is also true for the "dong" and "xu"
in Viet Nam, and the "riel" and "sen" in Cambodia.

Even the current name of the former Laos is now Lao but it will take a long time for "Laos" to work
itself out of common use, except for when it was actually the Kingdom of Laos. You will see many
documents and references, and even dictionaries, still adding an "s" to many Lao and other Southeast Asian
words, but they are incorrect, and it will take some time to work them out of use too.

"The Revenue Stamps of Laos" article by Professor Yves M. Danan is an excellent piece of work. You
can probably count on one hand the number of philatelists who know this area as well as the professor.
Besides revenues being an area needing more collectors and researchers to join him, postal orders,
international reply coupons, and postal checks and other financial instruments also badly need them.

I was happy to read Andrew Crenshaw's "Viet Nam Cambodian Occupation Covers". I am really not a
collector of these covers, but I have been picking them up and some other unusual Indochina area covers
when I see them. Robert Palladino's article, "Terrorism Through the Mail" explains overstamps that could
only be described by someone actually working in the U.S. Consulate in Ho Chi Minh City. I am very
pleased to see Bob as a member of our society and contributing an article. But he is leaving Ho Chi Minh
City for another assignment and I hope someone else at the consulate will also join our society. Joe
Cartafalsa and Ron Bentley (the editor) wrote some additional informative articles and items that are
valuable to many of us. I hope many other members will write an article or short item for the journal and
share their valuable knowledge with the membership.

Howard A. Daniel III
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The Revenues of Viet-Nam, An Electronic Catalog of Local and National Issues

Joe Caratfalsa
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Excerpt from electronic catalog shows details

about varieties.

This CD is the second disk produced by the
Society of Indo-China Philatelists, in what we hope
becomes a long series of informative reference
works.

The disk contains a listing of local and
provincial revenue stamps covering all periods and
governments of Vietnam. For the first time ever, a
comprehensive numbering system is used and up-
to-date prices are provided. The second part
contains a listing of national revenues of Vietnam,
beginning in 1945 with the “Viet Minh”
overprints on French Indo-china revenue stamps.

It is my hope that this disk will stimulate both
collector interest in Vietnamese revenues as well as
dealer interest in buying and selling this material.
There has only been marginal interest in this area
because of a lack of any reference. Now, collectors
will have a guide to what exists and dealers will
have a numbering system to present their material
for sale by means of price lists.

I believe we can all thank the late Donald L
Duston for his original listing, French Colonies,
Part 1V (Colonies in French Asia), the catalyst that
started my interest in revenues as well as the
interest of most other serious collectors.

The local and provincial listing is the original
(and continuing) work of Maurice Lange and Dope
Tarier. The national listing is the work of Terry
Barham. Many more collectors assisted with
information and listings. A portion of the proceeds
from sales of this disk benefits the CODEV Viet
Phap orphanage in Hue, Vietnam.

Since this is the first attempt at a serious
Vietnamese revenue catalogue. We fully expect
letters and e-mails telling us that we “missed this
or forgot that.” Price updates will be made
available from the SICP web site and an update
disk will be produced in a year or so to handle
additional material that has been discovered.

Those with questions can e-mail me at
joeresearch@shtc.net. oo
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Republic of Viet Nam Air Force

B&

Andrew Crenshaw
Introduction

On 1 June 1951, the French established the Vietnamese Air Training Center at Air Base 194 in
Nha Trang. The opening of the training center was seen as the first step towards the creation of a South
Vietnamese Air Force independent of the French Armee de [’Air. The Vietnamese Air Force of this period
was under the command of the Republic of Viet Nam Armed Forces (RVAF) that operated under strict
control of the French until the signing of the Geneva Accords in 1954.

By July 1951, the Vietnamese Air Force office was officially open in Saigon and the 1* Air
Observation Squadron (AOS) was established. While the 1¥ AOS was ostensibly an independent unit, in
reality its crews were generally used as replacements for French squadrons.

Air Force Training

During the early 1950s, Vietnamese pilots and aircrews routinely trained in France, Morocco and
Algeria. Table I lists training locations. In Viet Nam however, Vietnamese pilots generally flew only
training and observation missions and the French granted few leadership responsibilities, resulting in an Air
Force with low morale and generally inexperienced personnel. The cover shown here as Figure 1 was sent
23 April 1953 to 2™ Lieutenant Pham Ngoc Sang at the Marrakech Air Base in Morocco.

- . s
Votanahk v2t Geabod VET NAM.
7 W)

Fate aceionne o JHNbairakech.
Jeaeoc. |

VIA AIR MAIL {
PAR AVION ’

Figure 1. Cover sent to Vietnamese Air Force training facility in Morocco

By 1955, France had withdrawn most of its troops from Viet Nam and the United States, who had
provided economic and material support for the war since 1950 via the Mutual Defense Assistance
Program (MDAP), began its first steps towards establishing a significant military presence in the country.
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Republic of Viet Nam Air Force

On 1 July 1955, the South Vietnamese Air Force (Khong Quan), more commonly known as the VNAF,
was established as a distinct military unit with 58 aircraft and some 1,300 personnel. Over the course of the
following 20 years, the VNAF would eventually become one of the world’s largest and most experienced
air forces.

Table I. Vietnamese Air Force Training Locations, 1951-1955

Viet Nam
Nha Trang Air Training Center / Air Instruction Center
France
Salon Air Base (Air Force Academy)
Avord Air Base (Transports)
Rocheford Air Base (Mechanics)
Chamberry Air Base (Mechanics)
Auxerre Air Base (Communications)
Toulouse-Francazal Air Base*
Morocco
Marrakech Air Base (Fighters)
Meknes Air Base (Fighters)
Fez Air Base (Air Navigation)
Khouribga Air Base (Fighter Gunnery)
Algeria
Blida Air Base
Source: Flying Dragons — The South Vietnamese Air Force, Robert C. Mikesh.
* Added to the Mikesh list based on a cover in author’s collection.

Figure 2. Starting in the late 1950s, many VNAF pilots trained in the United States.
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Republic of Viet Nam Air Force

3

In May 1956, the United States Air Force (USAF) officially assumed much of the training and
organizational responsibilities of the VNAF, with advisory teams arriving from Clark Air Base in the
Philippines in 1957-58 to migrate the organization to USAF procedures. During this time, the first
Vietnamese pilot training began in the United States at Graham Air Base in Florida and Randolph Air Base
in Texas. By the mid-1960s, VNAF pilots routinely trained in the United States (see Table II), and at US
Air Bases such as the aforementioned Clark Air Base, as well as at the local training centers in Nha Trang,
Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa.

Many Vietnamese aircrews headed for training in the United States underwent English language
training at the RVN Armed Forces Language Institute in Saigon or the English Language School in Nha
Trang. Figure 2 shows a cover sent from Saigon in 1959 to a Vietnamese pilot training at Graham Air
Base in Marianna, Florida.

Table II. VNAF United States Training Locations 1957-1972

Arizona
Williams AFB (F5-A training)
California
Naval Air Station LeMoore, San Diego (Attack Squadron 122)
Florida
Graham AFB, Marianna
Georgia
Moody AFB, Valdosta
Mississippi
Keesler AFB, Biloxi
Ohio
Clinton County AFB, (C-119 training for AC-119 air craft)
Texas
Randolph AFB, San Antonio
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi (Aviation Training Unit 301)
Lackland AFB (Defense Language Institute)

Source: Flying Dragons — The South Vietnamese Air Force, Robert C. Mikesh.

From its inception until the collapse of the Republic of Viet-Nam in April 1975, the VNAF operated as
an all-volunteer air force. In 1966, a concerted recruiting campaign was undertaken as evidenced by various
slogans found on covers from that period. These slogans were apparently applied by the civilian post
office, not the military postal service — none of the examples I have seen bear a "Quan Buu" military
postmark. Figure 3 shows a July 1966 cover with a hand-stamped slogan that translates as, "Celebrating
the Air Force Festival. Join the Air Force. Protect the Air Space of Viet-Nam."

Identifying VNAF Covers

The key to identifying a Vietnamese Air Force cover is the term “Khong Quan” (abbreviated “KQ”),
which means “air force” in Vietnamese. At first glance the preponderance of letters and numbers on the
cover shown in Figure 4 may seem overwhelming, but with a bit of patience one can ascertain it is indeed a
VNAF cover. Vietnamese military covers usually offer little beyond a sender or recipient’s name and a
KBC (“Khu Buu Chinh” or military postal zone) number, so it is a treat to find a cover with this much
information.
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Figure 3. July 1966 cover with VNAF recruiting slogan.

Figure 4. Cover from Marine to an Air Force trainee in Tan Son Nhut.

The cover in Figure 4 was sent 14 September 1974 by a member of the 7th Marine Battalion at KBC
3340, abbreviated “TD7 TQLC,” to an NCO Trainee at the Air Force General Headquarters served by
KBC 3011 in Tan Son Nhut.

Note the abbreviation “BTLKQ” in the middle line of the address. These initials stand for “Bo Tu
Lenh” (Headquarters) and “Khong Quan” (Air Force). The series of letters in the last line of the address
stand for “Technical Training Center at Tan Son Nhut Air Base.” The sender and recipient have the same
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Republic of Viet Nam Air Force
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surname, Huynh — perhaps they are brothers. The cover was charged postage due — note the upside-down
“T” hand stamp, because it was sent through the civilian postal service without any postage affixed. Mail
sent between military units could be sent postage free, but only if the military postal service was used.

Table III is a short list of terms and abbreviations sometimes found on VNAF covers or in enclosed
correspondence that may help with identifying the nature of the correspondence.

Table III. Glossary of Vietnamese Air Force Terms and Abbreviations

Vietnamese English
Doan Vu Ky (DVK) Weapons Group
Huan Luyen (HL) Trainee
Khoa Sinh Ha Si Quan | NCO Trainee
(KSHSQ)
Khong Doan Tactical Wing
Khong Quan (KQ) Air Force
Phi Co Plane
Phi Co Len Thang Helicopter
Phi Cong Pilot
Phi Doi (PD) Squadron
Phi Hanh (PH) Flight
Phong Khong Air Defense
Su Doan (SD) Division
Truong Bay Air Field
Truong Khong Quan Flight School
TSN Tan Son Nhut

The cover in Figure 5 was sent through the military postal service in October 1973 between two VNAF
personnel. Notice that postage due was not assessed on this cover even though no stamp was affixed. The
words at top center that are partially obscured by the postmark read “Quan Thu” meaning “military
correspondence.” The blue KBC cachet on this cover is much less common than the red or black colors
typically seen.

The sender of this cover is a member of the Vice Military Staff, Human Resources / Training Dept. at
the 3" Air Division in Bien Hoa served by KBC 3004. The recipient is an NCO Specialist at the VNAF
Training Center in Nha Trang at KBC 4721. The second line of the address reads “Khoa 20B/73 Phi Co
Phan Luc” meaning, “Jet Plane Class 20B of 1973”.

The phrase "Chuyen Tuyen" written below the address means that as the letter is sent from point A to
point C, it will be held at point B to await another means of transport before continuing to point C for
delivery. The sender was apparently familiar enough with the means of transportation to add the marking.
Perhaps this letter, which was probably sent from Bien Hoa to Nha Trang, was flown via a VNAF plane to
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Republic of Viet Nam Air Force

some place like Da Lat where it was transferred to a civilian truck for the remainder of its journey. Of
course, this is merely speculation on my part. Hopefully, a reader can add more information about this type
of two-stage delivery.

\ Q& 6o fung
\TNP[ MK [HL SO 2
k8¢ 8004

O—— o —

J
khnt. 208/7s pls OF phan Cub
doan 8¢ v WG Ol € Uy,

KB 423

Figure 5. Cover from VNAF 3" Air Division at KBC 3004 to
Air Force Training Center in Nha Trang — KBC 4721.

Organization of VNAF

By June 1974, the VNAF had become the fourth largest Air Force in the world, with more than 2,000
aircraft and approximately 63,000 personnel comprising six air divisions and fifteen tactical wings.

Tactical wings consisted of several squadrons (Phi Doi or “PD”) that were numbered as follows:
Observation Squadrons (100 sequence numbers), Helicopter Squadrons (200), Special Missions
Squadrons (300), Transport Squadrons (400), Fighter Squadrons (500), Reconnaissance Squadrons (700),
Attack Squadrons (800), and Training Squadrons (900). The 600 sequence was reserved for amphibious
squadrons, but was never used for this purpose.'

The last digit of a tactical wing number corresponds to the corps / military region of operation. For
example, the 41 Tactical Wing operated in I Corps. Figure 6 shows a cover sent to the Weapons Group
(Doan Vu Khai or “DVK?”) of the 74" Tactical Wing (Khong Doan 74) based at Can Tho in IV Corps. A
3-dong stamp pays the proper rate for mail sent to military personnel during this period (June 1969).

Table IV shows the KBC numbers associated with the air bases where the six air divisions were based.
These numbers were obtained from military covers and ID cards, as no official list of KBC numbers and
locations is known to exist.

! Robert Mikesh notes a single 615™ Special Mission Flight under the 41st Tactical Wing in 1965 in his book Flying
Dragons.
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Different KBC numbers served some Air Force units from time to time. For example the 6 Air
Division underwent training at KBC 6169 — the location of which is not currently known. Please keep in
mind that while a cover with one of the following KBC numbers might indicate a VNAF unit, other units
may have used these numbers so additional information is needed for conclusive identification.

Figure 6. After 1963, the last digit in a Tactical Wing number indicates military region.

Table IV. VNAF Divisions and Tactical Wings

1** Air Division at Da Nang (41, 51* and 61* Tactical Wings) KBC 3198

2" Air Division at Nha Trang (62™ and 92™ Tactical Wings) KBC 4721'(?)
3" Air Division at Bien Hoa (23", 43" and 63" Tactical Wings KBC 3004

4™ Air Division at Binh Thuy (64", 74™ and 84" Tactical Wings) KBC 4652*
5" Air Division at Tan Son Nhut (33" and 53" Tactical Wings) KBC 4324°
6™ Air Division at Pleiku (72" and 82" Tactical Wings) KBC 3533

"KBC 4721 served the Air Force Training Center at Nha Trang. The author has not located any
2" Air Division documents showing a KBC number; this number is an assumption based on
location.

2KBC 4652 is associated with the 74" Tactical Wing under the 4™ Air Division

> KBC 4324 also served the VNAF Training Academy at Tan Son Nhut Air Base

Related Military Documents

Related military documents, especially those containing a KBC number such as the 1975 ID card
shown front and back in Figure 7, can make an interesting addition to a military postal history collection.
In this example, the cardholder Nguyen Van Hoang was an employee at the air base in Da Nang. He was
allowed to access the base through the 1* Air Division gate and was assigned to work with the
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239"Squadron (“PD 239” seen near the middle of the card). KBC 3198 appears to the left of the photo,
documenting its association with the 1% Air Division.

The vertical boxed hand stamp on the back of the card stipulates that the “card must be worn when
entering base until exiting it” and the printed text states “when the card is missing, a report must be filed
with the Military Police unit.”

Figure 7. Military ID cards are a good way of identifying KBC numbers.

When the collapse of the Republic of Viet Nam became evident, many VNAF personnel and their
families flew to US air bases in Thailand. During the final hours of the war, a fleet of VNAF helicopters
evacuated some 5,500 South Vietnamese, 2,300 Americans including nearly 1,000 US Marines, and 85
foreign nationals to US ships waiting offshore. In total, less than 200 VNAF aircraft were saved; the rest
were pushed into the ocean during rescue missions to clear ship landing areas for incoming flights or the
Communist forces captured them.

On 3 May 1975, just three days after the fall of Saigon on 30 April, the Communist Vietnamese
government issued "Order Number One" requiring all citizens of the former Republic of Viet Nam to
register with the new regime. Military personnel were among those targeted for reeducation or "thought
reform” in addition to registration, the length of which depended on Communist perceived degrees of
“guilt.”

Figure 8 shows a Communist South Viet Nam (Cong Hoa Mien Nam Viet Nam) document ordering a
former VNAF Medical Engineer of rank private (“Binh Nhi”) to report for reeducation.

Most noncommissioned officers and privates were generally released after several days of reeducation
classes. High-ranking officers and those who had served in intelligence, marine, airborne and ranger units
were not so lucky. Those sent to reeducation camps faced hard labor, persistent hunger and daily
indoctrination sessions; many ex-military personnel spent more than a decade in the camps and a large
number did not survive.
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Figure 8. 1975 ex-VNAF Medical Engineer reeducation document
Conclusion

Collecting Republic of Viet Nam military mail is a challenging but rewarding endeavor, with many
opportunities for research and discovery. It is worth noting that Vietnamese military mail and related
ephemera are not for the collector who insists on “XF” or “Gem” condition. As the reader can see from
the examples shown with this article, most Vietnamese military material is ratty, torn and/or stained. When
one considers the tropical climate, war conditions, the fact that the Vietnamese are great recyclers, and that
much of the surviving mail and documents were intentionally destroyed at the end of the war to hide
association with the armed forces, it is surprising that much of anything is left at all. Fortunately, with
some persistence, it is possible form an interesting collection of this historically valuable material.

My web site at www.imnahastamps.com shows additional VNAF material and includes a
comprehensive glossary of Vietnamese military mail terms. I am also attempting to document all known
KBC numbers, their locations, the units they served, and dates of use. This KBC list is also available for
download from the site. Feel free to write to me at imnaha@earthlink.net.

I would like to thank Toan Nguyen and Minh K. Luong for their invaluable assistance with this
material and help with the Vietnamese translations. Any mistakes are certainly my own. oo

Article Sources:

1. Flying Dragons — The South Vietnamese Air Force, Robert C. Mikesh, ©1988 Osprey Publishing

2. VNAF South Vietnamese Air Force 1945-1975, Jim Mesko, ©1987 Squadron/Signal Publications

3. Reeducation in Postwar Vietnham, Edward P. Metzner, Huynh Van Chinh, Tran Van Phuc and Le Nguyen Binh, ©2001
Texas A&M University Military History Series

4. Vietnamese Phrase Book, ©1962 Department of the Army Pamphlet No. 20-611

5. Viet-Anh / Anh Viet Tu Dien (Vietnamese-English / English- Vietnamese Dictionary) Nguyen Van Khon - Khai Tri
©1967
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‘“Anything, Anytime, Anywhere - Professionally” - Air America
Joe Cartafalsa

The illustrated cover (Figure 1) is from the Air America office at Tan Son Nhut Air Base outside
Saigon as shown by the return address containing APO San Francisco 96307. This cover was sent airmail
via the Vietnamese civilian mails to the United States although “civilian” firms with APO addresses could
send mail to the USA from Viet-Nam for the domestic airmail rate. No “free franking” was used by the
troops. This I know from personal experience as I was at Tan Son Nhut just a few hangers down from Air
America, used APO 96307 and was there at the time this cover was mailed (15 May 1972).

\\\%\\\\\ \\\\\ - - -

TO: Mr, JAMES C. FULLER
Vice President
Bell Helicopter Co,
P.O. Box 482
Fort Worth, Texas 76101

F AV A &Y 4V 4V 4

"’i

K7 4

Uu.s. 4.

FORM 3360400

‘ - Pr) [son] 4 ¢+
Flgure 1. Business envelope with corner 1mpr1nt of “AIR AMERICA INC.”

But enough daydreaming about my past - here are some facts about Air America.

CAT was the forerunner of Air America. The real name was Chinese Air Transport. The organization
was created in 1946 by Clair Lee Chennault, the founder and leader of the Flying Tigers. Many CAT
personnel were ex-Flying Tigers. In 1950, the CIA (do I really need to explain these initials?) bought the
business, incorporated it in Delaware and changed the name to Civil Air Transport (CAT).

CAT was part of a holding company called the Pacific Corporation. CAT flew extensively in French
Indochina and even flew supplies into Dien Bien Phu at the height of the battle.

In 1959, CAT’s international operations were reorganized, named “Air America” and placed within the

Pacific Corporation. For readers that want to delve further into the history, I recommend the following
references:

e  Wings Of The CIA by Frederic Lert, 1998, Paris, France
e Air America by Christopher Robbins, 1979, New York, New York

e Air America (the movie) based on the above book, starring Mel Gibson
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In this business, there were many complexities. For instance,
Figure 2 shows a cachet from a Canadian military cover. The
International Supervisory and Control Commission (ICCS) Air
Service was a contract given to Air America. The aircraft used were
Air America property without their markings. A couple of yellow
stripes were applied which were said to denote neutrality. If an Air
America pilot needed to fly an ICCS flight he just changed his
hat/cap and his wings. ICCS = AA = CIA. Aren’t all of these letters
interesting?

Covers can be found from CAT using Taiwan postage. Before I
went to Viet-Nam, I recall having seen some, typically legal-size
envelopes with ordinary stamps. Also, if you want to look, keep an Figure 2. Air America moved all

eye out for: the mail for the ICCS.

e Aviation Tech Services - a prosperous, respected company
owned by CIA. Began as “Seaspray” in 1981. This was a secret air force within the army run by
the CIA as it was illegal for the US Army to have their own combat aircraft.

e Southern Air Transport (SAT) - formed in 1947. Saved 12 years later from bankruptcy by CIA
who purchased the company and their one plane for $300,000. These guys worked closely with
Air America.

e Western International Ground Maintenance Organization (WIGMO) - created in 1964, and was the
administrative company set up to manage the personnel maintaining the CIA aircraft in the Congo.

e Air Trans Africa - Rhodesian company, not owned by the CIA, but the CIA was best customer..
They carried arms and ammunition in the Angola civil war.

e  “Friendly airlines” doing the CIA “favors” in exchange for contracts. Continental - supplied
troop transport to and from Viet-Nam, no alcohol served but the round-eyed flight attendants were a
hit on the return flights. Idid a round trip to Viet-Nam on a flight full of combat troops. There was
also a small freight line called Bird Air.

e Other names linked to Air America & CIA: Intermountain, Evergreen Helicopters, Johnson Flying
Services, Air Asia (CIA repair and maintenance facility in Taiwan, sold in 1975), Air Nepal (totally
owned by CIA) and Bangkok Contract Air Service (pre Air America).

e LTV Electrosystems became E-Systems, all part of Ling-Temco-Vought conglomerate. E-Systems
bought Air Asia. LTV Aerospace (part of the above conglomerate) owned many little support
companies with many of the personnel never realizing whom they were really working for. Kentron
Hawaii, Ltd was one such company, located almost next door to Air America and using APO San
Francisco 96307.

In conclusion, looking for Air America covers can be a long and frustrating task. However, armed with
the above listing of names, you can be more informed than most and hopefully find a gem from the world
of government spook operations. One last word of encouragement: I do not make an effort to look for
these covers, however, in the past 25 or so years I have had Air America, Continental, CAT, Air Nepal, SAT,
Kentron Hawaii, and even real mail from a CIA field office. So there is hope. o
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Scarcity of Annam-Tonkin Expeditionary Corps Markings
Ron Bentley

Introduction

On 12 April 2002, Michael Rogers conducted an auction that included a gold medal winning collection
of covers from the Annam-Tonkin Expeditionary Corps. One seldom sees so much material from a single
area at one time. The Rogers auction provided a rare opportunity to examine the comparative scarcity of
military postal markings.

Historical Background and Classification of the Markings

The French established their foothold in Indochina at Saigon in the 1860s. As they attempted to
expand their area of control to the North, the French encountered stiff military resistance. The
expeditionary corps was organized starting in the early 1880s to seize and hold territory.

Soldiers serving in the pacified South had a reduced franchise for letters. Beginning in 1883, the
French government gave soldiers serving in the combat areas of the North (i.e., Annam and Tonkin) free
mail privileges. The franchise lasted two decades, until 1904.

An example of an expeditionary corps cover with representative postal markings is shown as Figure 1.
A soldier’s unfranked envelope typically exhibits several characteristics:

“Corps Expeditionnaire” or similar indication written by hand across the top

e A signature or other authenticating marking appears at the lower left certifying, in effect, that sender
qualified for free mail.

e A unit cachet handstamped on the envelope.
e A postmark from the civilian postal system.

e A postmark from the military postal system.

Frequently, one or more of these characteristics is missing as a tremendous variety exists in
Expeditionary Corps covers. The military postmarks are the specific subject of this article.

In his comprehensive study of the Expeditionary Corps covers (Les Postes et Courriers Frangais en
Extréme-Orient), Jacques Desrousseaux classified the military postmarks using ten categories as shown in
Table I. Drawings of the various postmarks are presented as Figure 2. In the course of his studies,
Desrousseaux had examined a great many covers. He devised a numerical rating system based on how
many covers would be found in a (supposedly random) group of 1,000 covers. Desrousseaux’s rating
system is shown as Table II.

Rogers Auction Results

The 12 April 2002 Michael Rogers consisted of 213 lots (Lots 601 through 813). Each lot was a
single cover. With only few exceptions, the military postmark was identified using the Desrousseaux
classification system. I detected a few errors and, from scans, was able to identify some that had not been
labeled. A very few covers had more than one military postmark. Quite a few had no military postmark
(Only 164 covers had an identifiable military postmark.).
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Figure 1. Typical soldier’s cover from the Expeditionary Corps.
Occurrences of Military Postmarks

Based on the Desrousseaux scarcity rating, I calculated the number of covers that would appear in a
group of 213 covers. Results are listed in Table III. The overall agreement is startling. Where many are
predicted, many appeared. Conversely where few were predicted, indeed few were offered in the Rogers
auction. Of course, these results are the skewed to the extent that the philatelist who formed the collection
went to obtain examples of each military postmark. Nonetheless, based on these results, the Desrousseaux
rating scale appears to be validated.

Were the prices realized consistent with scarcity? First, it should be noted that there was not a great
deal of bidding activity for this group of covers. One hundred two lots (48 percent of lots offered) attracted
no bids. The top bids (plus 10 percent commission) were for the lots listed in Table IV. While three of
scarce markings show up in the list, it appears that other factors drove the bidding for these lots. For
instance, three of the top achieving lots (810, 812 and 813) were covers from Kouang Tcheou Wan
indicating that at least two bidders were vying for that area. (There were only four Kouang Tcheou Wan
lots in the auction.) Also, covers with maritime markings received competitive bids.

Summary

What observations can we take away from this sale? Foremost, the distribution of military postmarks
on the lots offered in the auction was consistent with Desrousseaux scarcity ratings. As such, one can
confidently continue to use the ratings in assessing Expeditionary Corps covers. However, the bidding
suggests that the market for this type of material is limited. Extremely scarce postmarks failed to attract
bids and the highest bids appeared to based on other characteristics of the covers. oo
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Scarcity of Annam-Tonkin Expeditionary Corps Markings

Table I. Characteristics of Military Postmarks

Identifier Wording Period of Use Rarity Rating
1. Holdover Octagonal Postmarks
FM 1 CORR. D. ARMEES HANOI August 1883 - March 1885 R
FM 2 [ CORR. D. ARMEES HAI-PHONG 1892 - 94 4
FM 3 [ CORR. D. ARMEES HAI-PHONG August 1883 - 1890 4
FM 4 [ CORR. D. ARMEES QUIN-HON 1886-87 R
FM 5 2. CORR. D. ARMEES SAIGON 11 August 1883 - 26 March R
(with red “PD” in rectangle) 1884
2. Postmarks from Paris with date plugs
FM 11 | CORPS EXPEDITRE TONKIN (on September 1893 - end of 8
bottom) 1895
FM 12 TONKIN (on top) CORPS January 1885 - 1902 1 for Hanoi
EXPEDITRE 10 for others
FM 13 HUE COCHINCHE CORPS EXPE May 1884 - 1885 R
FM 14 THUAN-AN COCHINCHE May 1884 - 27 October 1886 R
CORPS EXPE
FM 15 SAIGON COCHINCHE CORPS 11 April 1884 - 1904 R in 1884-86
EXPE 4 for 1889-1904
3. Dated Postmarks Distributed in Error
FM 21 CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE 1903 - 04 only at Phulien R
TONKIN
FM 22 CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN 1900 - 02 only at Laokay and R
Quinhon
FM 23 | CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN (thick [ 1900 - 01 only at Longpo R
lettering)
4. Rectangular Postmarks
FM 31 | CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE DU April - December 1884 at R
TONKIN (single line) Haiphong only
FM 32 | CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE DU | 1885-87 at Nam-Dinh only 8
TONKIN (double line)
5. Undated Versions of Earlier Postmarks
FM 35 | CORPS EXPEDITRE TONKIN (on 1889 - 1904 2.5
bottom)
FM 36 TONKIN (on top) CORPS 1886 - 1904 1.25
EXPEDITRE
FM 37 | HUE COCHINCHE CORPS EXPE 1888 - 1904 4
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Scarcity of Annam-Tonkin Expeditionary Corps Markings

Table I (continued). Characteristics of Military Postmarks

Identifier Wording Period of Use Rarity Rating
6. Locally Fabricated Postmarks containing “ANNAM-TONKIN”
FM 41 | CORPS EXPRE ANNAM-TONKIN 1887 - 1904 1.1
FM 41a | CORPS EXPRE ANNAM-TONNIN 1888 - 99 R
(spelling error)
FM 42 | CORPS EXPRE ANNAM-TONKIN 1887 —89 only at Vinh 10 for blue
(with central decoration) R for black
7. Locally Fabricated Postmarks containing “TONKIN”
FM 45 CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE 1896 - 1899 Laokay R
-TONKIN-
FM 46 CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE 1902 - 1903 (Talung) R
TONKIN
FM 48 CORPS EXPEDITRE TONKIN 1893 - 1904 R
(small lettering)
FM 49 CORPS EXPEDITRE TONKIN 1898 - 1904 2
FM 51 CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN 1900 - 04 8
FM 52 CORPS EXPEDRE TONKIN 1890 - 1898 2.5
FM 53 | CORPS EXPRE TONKIN (16.5 mm 1893 - 1904 6
outer circle
FM 53a | CORPS EXPRE TONKIN (15.5 mm 1894 - 1902 (Tonkin and R
inner circle) Laos)
8. Postmarks emulating Type E2 Civil Postmarks with Inner Circle made of 12 Long Dashes
FM 61 | CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN (wide 1900 (Traihut) R
spacing)
FM 62 CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN 1899 - 1903 3 for Haiphong

9. Postmarks emulating Type D2 Civil Postmarks with Inner Circle made of

20 Short Dashes

FM 65 | CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN (23.5 1900 - 04 (Trinh-Thuong) R
mm)
FM 66 CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN (23 1899 - 1904 5 for Quangyen
mm) 6 - R for others
FM 67 | CORPS EXPEDIRE TONKIN (22.5 1899 - 1904 4 for Tourane
mm) 6 - R for others
10. Postmarks with No Mention of Territory
FM 75 CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE — 1894 - 1904 3
FM 76 CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE 1903 - 04 (Haiphong) 5
(with fleuron at base)
FM 77 | CORPS EXPEDIRE (“TONKIN” 1904 (Fort Bayard) 6

scratched out)
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CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE
DU TONKIN

FM 31

CORPS EXPEDITIONNAIRE
DU TONKIN

FM 32

FM 75 FM 76 FM 77
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Table II. Desrousseaux’s rating of rarity was based on an examination of 1,000 covers.

Approximate number in | Rarity Rating
1,000 covers

200

150

100-125

[ S
W

(9))
—
1
o0

(98]
o
WO\IAL»_N[\):—‘:—»—‘

Table III. Predictions matched reality in terms of number of occurrences.

Postmark | Desrousseaux Rarity Projected number | Number of Occurrences
Identifier Rating in 213 covers in Rogers Auction
FM 1 R <1 1
FM 2 4 4 1
FM 3 4 4 2
FM 4 R <1 0
FM 5 R <1 1
FM 11 8 2 4
FM 12 1 for Hanoi 42 16
10 in other cases
FM 13 R <1 0
FM 14 R <1 1
FM 15 R in 1884-86 4 6
4 for 1889-1904
FM 21 R <1 2
FM 22 R <1 1
FM 23 R <1 0
FM 31 R <1 0
FM 32 8 2 0
FM 35 2.5 10 12
FM 36 1.25 24 17
FM 37 4 4 6
FM 41 1.1 32 22
FM 41a R <1 1
FM 42 10 for blue 1 2
R for black
FM 45 R <1 1
FM 46 R <1 0
FM 48 R <1 2
FM 49 2 13 16
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Table III (continued). Predictions matched reality in terms of number of occurrences.

Postmark | Desrousseaux Rarity Projected number [ Number of Occurrences
Identifier Rating in 213 covers in Rogers Auction
FM 51 8 2 1
FM 52 2.5 10 10
FM 53 6 2 7
FM 53a R <1 1
FM 61 R <1 0
FM 62 3 for Haiphong 6 7
FM 65 R <1 0
FM 66 5 for Quangyen 4 6
6 — R for others
FM 67 4 for Tourane 4 3
6 — R for others
FM 75 3 6 10
FM 76 5 4 4
FM 77 6 2 1

s
N &

Table IV. Expeditionary Corps Cover Lots Achieving the Highest Prices

Lot Est(lggate A(C él;al Sﬁ:{;ﬁg Excerpt from Description

615 100 180 NA Madaliascar Expeditionary Corps card overprinted "Annam
- Tonkin"

639 150 130 R Octagonal "Corr. D. Armees Ha Noi" (Desrousseaux Type
1) on reverse

689 250 125 R E;))I‘pS Expre Annam Tonnin" (sic) (Desrousseaux Type

601 150 120 8 "Corps Expeditre Tonkin" cds (Desrousseaux Type 11)

813 100 120 5 "Corps Expedire Tonkin" (Desrousseaux Type 66)

657 120 110 NA French Colonies 5 centimes envelope

810 100 110 5 "Corps Expedire Tonkin" (Desrousseaux Type 66) at
Kouang-Tcheou-Wan

812 100 110 6 "Corps Expedire" (Desrousseaux Type 77)

671 90 105 5 "Corps Expedire Tonkin" (Desrousseaux Type 66)

607 100 100 1.1 "Corps Expre Annam Tonkin" military mark
(Desrousseaux type 41)

785 140 100 1 "Tonkin Corps Expeditre" (Desrousseaux Type 12)

NA = Not Applicable.
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RAF Post in Indochina
Ron Bentley

When British forces came to Indochina to disarm the Japanese occupation force after World War II,
they naturally brought along their military post offices. In particular, the Royal Air Force (RAF) had its
own post offices separate from the army post offices. [As noted in an article elsewhere in this journal,
David Taylor-Smith, one of our current members in England, was there as part of the RAF element of the
disarmament force.] In his review of RAF postmarks in ICP 121 (September/October 1993), Mark Isaacs
noted that two have been recorded. In The History of the R.A.F. Postal Service Overseas, 1942-1957, John
A. Smith reported "RAFPOST / 177" from 18 July 1945 - 30 March 1946 and "R.A.F. POST OFFICE /
SOUTH EAST ASIA/ 177" from 10 August 1946 - 12 November 1947. According to Smith's text, the
main RAF party arrived in Saigon on 12 September 1945. Headquarters RAF French Indochina was
established 1 October 1945 and operated until 15 February 1946. Smith further notes that "No. 8 B.P.U.,
Rangoon was postally responsible for the R.A.F here." I do not know what the abbreviation "B.P.U."
stands for - British Postal Unit?

Figure 1 shows a new discovery for an RAF post in Indochina. The medium is an air letter sheet which
had been folded twice (dimensions are 120 x 100 millimeters when folded). The printing on the sheet
cautions the sender: “SECURITY: THINK- BEFORE YOU WRITE!!” The sender of the air letter was a
“Lakin G. A.” with the rank of “LAC.” I am uncertain what this abbreviation for rank stands for. The
letter was addressed to a nun at a convent in Kent.

Figure 1. Air Letter (aerogram) with security reminder was postmarked 16 October 1945.

Looking a little closer at the contents of the air letter (Figure 2), I saw that the sender identified himself
as attached to "Air Headquarters, Saigon, French Indochina." The sender did not date his letter, but the date
in the military postmark is clearly 16 October 1945 (Figure 3).
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RAF Post in Indochina

This date is of special importance because it was only one month after the British had arrived and two
weeks after they had set up their headquarters. The postmark identifies the post office as "RAFPOST 8 S.
E. ASIA." It appears that the first "RAFPOST / 177" postmark had not yet made it to Indochina. (The
second format "177" postmark did not appear until 10 months later.) A good guess is that, at the time,
postal processing facilities had not yet been set up in Saigon and all mail was simply flown out to
Rangoon. Military postal clerks at Rangoon, postmarked the mail and processed it for distribution.

Besides the postal history, the letter gives the views of an eyewitness to unfolding historical events. The
writer foreshadowed the deteriorating situation in Indochina. At the end of the letter, he wrote:

“We left Rangoon in a troop ship and it took 5 and a half days to reach here via Singapore. I'm sorry
to say we only saw the latter from the sea, then we arrived at the mouth of the river on which Saigon
stands - 40 miles in land - and there we saw the famous French battleship the ‘Richelieu’. We can hear
the jolly Annamites firing from here & believe it or not the Japs are considered as our allies!!!! Will
write again soon.” oo
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Figure 2. Dateline inside the aerogram
identifies the sender as with “Air Figure 3. Drawing of the
Headquarters, Saigon, French Indo China”. postmark for RAFPOST 8.

My Time in Saigon from October 1945 to February 1946
David Taylor-Smith

For the five years prior to the outbreak of World War II in 1939, I was in India learning how to raise
tea. I was in my 17th year and had left school with some qualifications. Thanks to a godfather, I was
introduced to stamp collecting some 5 years before but I had only a child's collection. By the time I left the
United Kingdom I had only the stamps of the Dominions and some French colonies, the designs of which
I rather liked. My main interest at that time, was photography, which I used when I joined the Indian Air
Force in 1942. The same godfather also advised me to collect the stamps of a recently-established country
so, in 1937, I took up Burma, which I still collect today.

My early years in India were in Assam, which is one of the wettest places in the world with anything up
to 500 inches of rain a year. Collecting mint stamps was out of the question. While the stamps of British
India were rather dull, I was intrigued with some of the Native States.

Soon after the surrender of Japan, I was told that I was going to Saigon. The journey was by sea,
spending a few days in Rangoon. The place was in an awful state, but I had heard about pre-war stamps
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being overprinted “Mily Admin.” Being a collector, I managed to get some in the hope that I might find
someone interested in these in Saigon. Unfortunately, they were mainly mint. When we got to Saigon, we
were armed, which I found rather disconcerting. As we were stationed at the airport, we heard the odd
gunshots in the city.

C;rte Postale

C omap«mJan ceo

Figure 1. A postcard postmarked at Army Post Office 123 was sent to England soon after the British
disarmament forces arrived in Saigon

In my first visit to the city, there seemed to be very few people about, and many businesses were closed.
We did find the occasional café and odd stamp shop. As my French was of the schoolboy variety; not
having used it since the late '30's, I was at something of a disadvantage. 1 found a collector there who spoke
English so we strung up a friendship, which was to last until I left in February 1946 in a hospital plane
bound for Burma. Since he was interested in the Burmese stamps, we started an exchange. All he could
produce was mint Indochinese stamps. [At that time, I was not into covers or postal history.] I sent
everything back home. as I could not predict my movements! We carried on with exchanges until he left in
the mid-1950's, I think just before Dien Bien Phu. I am sorry to say that I can't remember his name.

I eventually rejoined my unit in Siam and demobilized at Singapore later that year. I stayed the next 2
years in Siam with the Foreign Office. They then they posted me to Austria so I did not get home until the
early 1950s when I was reunited with my collection. My philatelic interest blossomed during this decade
when I joined the France & Colonies Society. They seemed to be more interested in France itself, so I left
them. I also saw something of China while in the services so I started collecting that country. Japan
followed together with its occupation issues I found myself looking at the stamps of Indo-China. My
interests grew especially when I heard about the ICP in the early 1970s and joined the society through the
good offices of Mark Isaacs. oo
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My Time in Saigon from October 1945 to February 1946

Photographs taken while in Saigon 1945-6

Figure 2. City Hall Figure 3. Cathedral

- & A ‘“
/f& 1

Figure 4. Department Store Figure 5. Troop Ship.
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French POW Camp
Joe Cartafalsa

At first glance this cover (Figure 1) appears to be an ordinary French military cover with a common
POSTE AUX ARMEES/T.O.E. postmark dated 27 March 1954 plus a manuscript “FM” - but the return
address is intriguing.

At the top, is a Vietnamese name, and what appears to be a serial number and a coded location number.
On the reverse is a magenta boxed handstamp (about 48 x 20 millimeters) reading “CAMP 583/B” on the
top line and “VERIFIE” (examined) on the bottom line.

This camp was probably in North Viet-Nam. The cover is addressed to Cholon in “Nam-Viet” or
South Viet-Nam. A backstamp from Cholon is dated 29 March 1954.

All the facts point to this being a letter originating from a prisoner-of-war (POW) held by the French.
My opinion is that POW covers are certainly rare, as this is the first that I have obtained in 36 years of
collecting Vietnamese material.

All of which brings me to the real point of this article. I obtained this cover in a trade with a fellow
SICP member that was finalized at one of our local “Capital Chapter” meetings. It goes to show that
getting together with fellow SICP members can be rewarding in ways beyond personal interaction. oo

Figure 1. Cover addressed in Vietnamese with 1954 military postmark.
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Auction 58 Results
Norm Davis

Following are the prices realized in Auction 58 (listed in /CP 152) without the society’s 15 per cent
commission. Lots not listed did not sell. Total sales were $5,290.00 and SICP earned $793.50. «

Lot Sold for Lot Sold for Lot Sold for
9 18.00 169 15.00 281 125.00
12 18.00 170 14.00 282 85.00
20 40.00 174 18.00 283 20.00
23 70.00 176 18.00 284 50.00
25 95.00 181 26.00 286 64.00
27 50.00 195 15.50 287 45.00
30 40.00 204 8.00 299 285.00
37 20.00 205 8.00 300 15.50
42 110.00 222 10.00 313 75.00
43 20.00 225 25.00 314 14.50
45 52.00 226 30.00 319 210.00
52 16.00 230 45.00 322 40.00
69 15.00 231 26.00 323 12.00
T6A 65.00 234 50.00 324 12.00
77 50.00 235 35.00 326 33.00
88 70.00 240 60.00 328 30.00
89 15.00 253 280.00 330 20.00
90 15.00 255 55.00 331 10.00
91 32.00 257 15.00 332 10.00
96 300.00 258 16.50 333 20.00
97 12.00 259 30.00 336 20.00
98 20.00 260 150.00 337 30.00
100 40.00 261 27.00 338 50.00
105 13.00 262 40.00 339 20.00
106 25.00 263 14.00 340 20.00
107 23.00 264 14.00 342 15.00
108 10.00 265 22.00 343 240.00
111 10.00 266 14.00 345 250.00
112 10.00 269 85.00 348 250.00
116 10.00 270 15.00 349 80.00
128 10.00 271 33.00 352 8.00
133 28.00 272 15.00 353 8.00
134 170.00 273 22.00 354 18.00
146 17.00 275 24.00 375 40.00
154 52.00 276 17.00 379 21.00
159 19.00 278 25.00 380 15.00
166 12.00 280 50.00 381 20.00
382 50.00
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Much Forwarded APO Cover

Joe Cartafalsa

The cover shown below originated at APO 331 (Camp Kue, Sukiran, Okinawa). The postmark on the
8-cent air mail stamp is dated "AUG 12 1963/APO 331." The cover was addressed MAAG Team 38 at
APO 95. Team 38 was at Hau Bon (according to the address) which is also called Cheo Reo. APO 95
was located at Pleiku opening on 12 May 1962. It was changed to APO 96295 on 1 January 1965. There
is a machine marking from APO 95 dated 15 August 1963 on the reverse. A “Missent to 95" was also
applied.

Someone redirected the letter to Advisory Team 31 at APO 38. There is a large APO 38 handstamp on
the reverse dated 26 August1963. APO 38 was located at Qui Nhon, as of 12 May 1962 until redesignated
as 96238. Next the cover was forwarded to Advisory Team 38 at APO 143. APO 143 used many “Box”
numbers and letters. This cover does not have a box designation so one would assume that it went to APO
143 at Saigon, which opened 1 June 1959 and was redesignated 96243 on 1 January1965. However, it was
probably directed to APO 143-2, which was the MAAG Compound in Saigon, opened on 16 May 1962.
APO 143 applied a magenta backstamp “Directory Service Given” on 29 August 1963.

Someone had marked in pencil “Return to Sender” on August 215!, but it was not returned until after
going through the directory search at APO 143.

This much forwarded cover offered many dates and locations to sort through. This cover could be of
interest to many collectors: Collectors of APOs, Viet-Nam, US Possessions (Okinawa), Japan (Okinawa)
or even US auxiliary markings.

One last thing to note, this cover is from the First Special Forces Group (Airborne). These are the
“Green Berets,” so-named because of their distinctive headgear. Originally, Special Forces worked out of
Okinawa, with only small detachments stationed in Viet-Nam. The 18t First Special Forces Group
(Airborne) became more or less permanent in Viet-Nam beginning in November 1961. All Special Forces
troops departed Viet-Nam between 1971 and 1974, depending on the unit. oo

(55¢ # 2/ 17)LLER)
Co. D, 15T 5,F, 8L 7N,
Afo 321, U.3. Foeces .'

)
Z Phg

Page 324 JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY OF INDO-CHINA PHILATELISTS




