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Early MAAG Mail
Ron Bentley
According to a US Army history,1 the first elements of the American Military Assistance Advisory
Group (MAAG) arrived in Saigon in September 1950. The limited purpose the group, at least initially, was
to coordinate the supply and use of military equipment that the United States was providing to the French
and the Vietnamese. The Army, Navy and Air Force each had teams in the MAAG, which was commanded
by a general officer.
Headquarters for the MAAG was in the Cholon section of Saigon at 284 Rue Cai May, next door to a
brothel “much favored by troops of the French foreign legion. Around five o’clock each afternoon the
noise in the crowded Rue Cai May would rise to a crescendo as trucks and busloads of legionnaires
trooped into the house.”
The cover shown here, official in nature, was posted from the Indochinese Civil Aeronautics Board to
the MAAG at the end of 1952. Today, we can only guess about the nature of business between this civilian
agency and the MAAG. ∞

1

Advice and Support: The Early Years 1941-1960; by Ronald H. Spector; Center of Military History, United States Army,
Washington, D.C.; 1983.
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Editor/ Executive Secretary’s Report
If you haven't paid your 2003 due, this will be your last issue of ICP. Please send your dues ($15.00
North America, $20.00 elsewhere) to support the organization. We are very inexpensive compared to most
other stamp clubs.
Mark your calendars for the next "official" SICP get-together at NAPEX in McLean, Virginia on 7
June 2003. This event started out as a meeting between a few local collectors (organized by Joe Cartafalsa)
and has blossomed into an annual good time swapping stories, philatelic material and suggestions for the
Asian restaurant to visit that evening. Please, come and join in. This year, Joe is motivating as many as
possible to exhibit at NAPEX. To exhibit, see the NAPEX website at www.napex.org or write: Paul Magid,
P.O. Box 6363, Washington, D. C. 20015.
In ICP 155, the name Alberta Curtis was erroneously listed as Alberta Clark among the non-members
attending the SICP meeting in Atlantic City. After supporting our group by scanning many items for the
revenue catalog disk and published articles, Alberta deserved better treatment and I hope the editor's
apology is accepted.
Another correction is in order for the price of Richard Aspnes's catalog of commemorative markings.
The CD ROM is $45 and the color hardcopy is $150.
Lastly, the computer gremlins took control of the volume numbers in the headers of the last few issues.
All 2002 issues should be Volume XXXII.
New members to our society are:
766

Larry Fillion
18 Arlington Street
Acton, MA 01720

Malaria theme

767

Cu Nguyen
9701 Thomas Avenue North
Brooklyn Park, MN 55444

Indochina, North, South and Unified Vietnam mint and used
Cambodia and Laos used

768

Caroline Requet
34 rue de Robien
Saint Brieuc 22000
France
President’s Message
Richard K. Aspnes
“Information is turned into knowledge by communication”

This message should reach you after the 2002/2003 Holiday Season, and before the Vietnamese and
Chinese New Year (on 1 February this year). The2002/2003 Holiday Season was quite unusual this year
as all three monotheistic religious major holidays occurred in the same month – Christmas, Eid al-Fitr (at
the end of the month of Ramadan), and Hanukah.
I wish you, your family, and friends, all the best in the New
Year; to our Vietnamese members I especially wish you:
(our Society editor uses an Apple Macintosh computer system,
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President’s Message
and hasn’t as yet implemented Vietnamese keyboard and font software).
I especially recommend this URL for an excellent description of customs and background of Têt:
http://www.tetinseattle.org/html2003/whatIsTet.html. Têt in Vietnamese generally means “festival” and
thus can be further amplified by additional adjectives as discussed on the Web page. Thus Vietnamese
New Year is formally: Têt Nguyen Dan.
This Chinese and Vietnamese year is the year of the sheep or ram. The Chinese character for
sheep is one of the basic characters to know as it is used in many additional compound
characters concerning food. This is most useful information when the menu is all-Chinese.
Some of my most memorable experiences in Viet-Nam and surrounding countries are of
events and celebrations of Chinese and Vietnamese New Year during
the years that I was living in South-East Asia: 1966-1973. (Some
other time I will relate my story of Têt 1968; fortunately I was in
Bangkok for that Holiday). I recall the special greeting cards made
for Christmas and Têt in Viet-Nam; each had a fabric insert or overlay
in the first page, with a local scene was usually hand painted or silk
screened. You occasionally see these available for sale postally used.
One of the most attractive commemorative stamp designs of South
Viet-Nam is the three-stamp issue for Têt of 1975. The dragon dance
design is illustrated.
The Society has new World-Wide-Web (WWW) presence at:
http://www.sicp-online.org. The Society gratefully thanks our Webmaster, Andrew Crenshaw for his
efforts in originating and maintaining the site contents over the years, and wishes him and his family (with a
new baby daughter) the very best in the New Year. With Andrew’s new job and family responsibilities,
additional volunteer assistance is required for expanding and maintaining the Society’s WWW site. One
new member has already volunteered, and I solicit others that are interested, both in creation of web content
and for the maintenance of the web site. The Society believes that we can expand our services to our
members significantly by using the capabilities of the Internet, and relive some administrative load from our
Executive Secretary, Ron Bentley and Auction Manager, Norm Davis. We further believe that Society
auctions can be facilitated by using the Internet, and again solicit ideas, suggestions, comments, and
criticisms of our efforts to enhance the Society’s services to our members. Several ideas for additional
content are suggested:

• Posting the 1999 index to the ICP to allow for searching by keyword;
• Adding more material to the ‘fakes and fantasies’ section;
• Posting of images of Society auction material;
• Allowing electronic commerce (using PayPal for example) for the ordering of previous issues of
the ICP; or even posting electronic copies for purchase and download;

Please advise your Officers and Directors of what you, the members, believe is important to you!
I regret to report that the Society’s efforts and outreach to our West Coast members for a meeting
venue was a failure at SESCAL. We, the Officers and Directors, again solicit suggestions and ideas for an
appropriate venue for our West Coast members. Please provide suggestions and comments. ∞
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Lao Specialty Items
Kenneth R. Thompson
Background
In the February 1972 issue of ICP, then SICP President Allen D. Kerr presented Proofs and Small
Sheets: Specialty Items from Laos. This report extends his findings.
In the same journal, I provided a report on the practice of stamp dealers to offer some of these specialty
items as “rare imperforates.” Since that time, I have continued my study of these distinctive items and the
printing processes that lead up to their production. Associated very closely with the specialty items are the
various sources of imperforate stamps. As I will show later, there are, in fact, four sources for imperforate
stamps in the issued color.
Since 1972, more information has become available concerning the identification of Deluxe Sheets and
sources of imperforate stamps. The purpose of this report is to provide greater detail concerning the
printing of the specialty items that are now available, and to discuss the various sources of imperforate
stamps. The need for the latter is seen from the diversity in the listings in the stamp catalogs of just which
issues were offered as imperforate to the public. The Yvert Catalog cites numerous early-issue
imperforates, while Michel and Scott catalogs cite none. Yvert and Michel cite the Human Rights issue of
1963 as being issued imperforate, and Scott’s does not cite it at all. There were 30,000 imperforate copies
issued.
As stated in my February 1972 report, up to that time, there was only one stamp issued imperforate that
was sold at the post offices—the Human Rights issue of 1963. That observation still appears to be true.
Before discussing the specialty items and imperforates, a brief overview of where these sheets and
stamps come from in the production of stamps will help to put things in perspective.
Progression of Engraved Stamp Production
Following are the steps from original drawing to the post office-issued engraved stamp.
0. Original drawings by the artist
1. Progress Die Proofs (also called Stage Die Proofs or Working Proofs) [Unhardened primary die]
2. Sepia Die Proofs [Unhardened primary die]
3. Engraver's Die Proofs (also called Artist’s Die Proofs) and Collective Engraver’s Die Proofs
[Unhardened primary die]
4. Official Die Proofs (also called Acceptance Die Proofs) [Hardened primary die]
5. Trial Color Die Proofs [Hardened secondary die]1
6. Trial Color Plate Proofs (also called Color Trial Proofs)

1

Trial Color D i e Proofs were prepared for a number of former French colonies, but it is unknown whether they were
prepared for Laos. They are included here since they may exist for stamps issued during the 1950’s.
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Lao Specialty Items
7. Deluxe Proofs (also called Deluxe Sheets) and Collective Deluxe Proofs
8. Imperforate Issue Proofs
9. Issued stamps
From the original drawing, an engraver reproduces the drawing on a block of soft steel, the primary die.
When the artwork on the die is acceptable, the die is hardened so that it can be used to produce the printing
plate. From the primary die are obtained the Progress Die Proofs, Sepia Die Proofs, Engraver’s Die
Proofs, and Official Die Proofs.
Once the Official Die Proof has been accepted and hardened, secondary dies are manufactured under
pressure from the primary die. These secondary dies are used to obtain the Trial Color Die Proofs and
Deluxe Die Proofs, and to manufacture the plates from which are obtained the Trial Color Plate Proofs,
Imperforate Issue Proofs, and the Issued Stamps.
Distinguishing Characteristics
Printing Works Control Punches – The holes punched in the bottom of some items are Printing Works
Control Punches (Figure 1). These punches, a “half-moon” between two diamonds, were used until 1966.
The punches not only confirmed that the item had been printed by the Printing Office but they were also
used for accounting purposes. The punching machine “counted” the quantity of items prepared by
recording each punch that was made.

Figure 1. Deluxe Souvenir Sheet with the Printing Works Control Punch.
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Lao Specialty Items
Inscriptions – The French Government Stamp Printing Office printed most of the stamps for the Royal
Lao Government from 1951 through 1975. The two exceptions are the Folklore Issue of 1964 printed in
Japan by the Government Printing Bureau, and the Ballet Issue of 1969 printed by De la Rue in London.
The printed inscription on some items reflects the name and location of the government’s printing
facility as follows:

• From 1951 through 1963, the inscription reads “Atelier de Fabrication des Timbres-

Poste—PARIS.” The French Government Stamp Printing Office, located in Paris, was named
Atelier de Fabrication des Timbres-Poste until the end of 1963.

• From 1964 to 1970, the inscription reads “IMPRIMERIE des TIMBRES-POSTE—PARIS.”
Starting in 1964, the name was changed to Imprimerie des Timbres-Poste.

• From 1971 to 1975, the inscription reads “IMPRIMERIE des TIMBRES-POSTE—FRANCE”.
In June 1970, the Printing Office was moved from Paris to Périgueux located in the Southwest of
France.

Proofs made from the Primary Die
Proofs made from the primary die include: Progress Die Proofs, Engraver’s Die Proofs, and Official
Die Proofs, any one of which will add substantially to a collection. These are described in more detail as
follows:
1. Progress Die Proofs (also called Stage Die Proofs or Working Die Proofs) are designated as “1er
Etat” (1st Stage), “2e Etat” (2nd Stage), etc. and this stage designation is printed directly on the sheet.
These proofs are prepared so that the engraver can check the “progress” of his work. To obtain the
greatest detail of the die, the paper is soft so that deep impressions can be made to check the die for any
flaws. Sepia or black ink is used, and the impression of the die will be discernable in the sheet. Normally,
only 5 proofs are printed and the engraver signs each item.
2. Sepia Printer’s Die Proofs are some of the most difficult to find (see Figure 2). They are made from
the unhardened original die to check for any flaws in the die that might affect the printing process. Only 3
to 5 proofs are printed in one color, sepia (hence the name). If defects are found, the die is corrected and
another set of 3 to 5 proofs is printed. These proofs always have the Printing Works Control Punch. One
copy goes to each of the Official Archives, Postmaster, and Printing Office, thus possibly leaving only one
or two that eventually makes it into public hands.
3. Engraver’s Die Proofs (also called Artist’s Die Proofs) and Collective Engraver’s Die Proofs are
proofs of the finished die (Figure 3). They are printed normally in one color on soft, thick paper, usually
cream-colored, with an embossed Control Seal, and signed by the engraver. One aspiration of a collector
could be to find the variety of colors that were used to print these proofs. These are printed from the
unhardened die. For Laos, 26 proofs were printed.
Giorgio Leccese tells me that. Engraver’s Die Proofs may be printed multicolor (Figure 4). But,
Giorgio says that such proofs are “very rare.” They are printed “directly by the artist-engraver, with his
personal hand press machine!”

JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY OF INDO-CHINA PHILATELISTS

Page 351

THE INDO-CHINA PHILATELIST
VOLUME XXXIII, No. 1

JAN 2003

WHOLE NO. 156

Lao Specialty Items

Figure 2. Sepia Printer’s Die Proofs with Control Punches and Die Impression.
(Courtesy of Larry Fillion)

Figure 3. Engraver’s Die Proofs with Control Seal, Engraver’s Signature, and Die Impression
(Courtesy of Larry Fillion.)
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Figure 4. Multicolor Engraver’s Die Proofs with Engraver’s Signature, and Die Impression
(Courtesy of Giorgio Leccese.)
4. Official Die Proofs (also called Acceptance Die Proofs or Presentation Die Proofs) and Official
Collective Die Proofs are printed, possibly with a color of the stamp, on sepia-colored paper that is harder
than the paper used for Artist’s Proofs. These proofs have the Printing Works Control Punch, and are not
signed by the engraver. These are printed from the hardened die. Normally only 3 to 5 examples are
printed.
Proofs made from the Secondary Die
5. Trial Color Die Proofs are printed in one color on thick paper, exhibit the Printing Works Control
Punch, have an impression of the steel die and carry the ink color code written in pencil in the lower righthand corner - unless someone has erased it. They are printed from the hardened secondary die. They do
not have the Printing Office inscription or the embossed control seal. Eight to ten different colors are
normally tested and only 5 to 10 proofs are printed for each color. [Note: While these proofs were
prepared for other former French colonies by the French Printing Office, it is not known whether these
specialty items exist for Laos. If so, they would probably exist only for the early issues in the 1950’s.]
6. Trial Color Plate Proofs or Official Plate Proofs of 4 to 8 sheets of 10, 25 or 50 stamps per sheet are
printed with a variety of color choices on one sheet and sent to the P.T.T. for selection of the final color
(Figure 5). These sheets are printed in colors different from the final issued color. These sheets provide
the imperforate stamps in colors different from the issued stamps.
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Figure 5. Trial Color Plate Proofs (Courtesy of Larry Fillion.)
7. Deluxe Proofs: Souvenir, Presentation and Collective Deluxe Proofs are sheets without gum, printed
on card stock, on which the stamp is printed in the center in the issued color of the stamp (Figure 6). These
sheets are printed from secondary dies made specifically for their production. The inscription of the
Printing Office in the lower right-hand corner distinguishes these Deluxe Proofs. With few exceptions,
these sheets are not signed.
In practice, additional types of “deluxe sheets” are also printed, requiring a more definitive designation
of the various sheets. The “deluxe sheets” described above will be referred to as Deluxe Souvenir Sheets.
The inscription of the Printing Office in the lower right-hand corner, printed in one of the colors of the
stamp, distinguishes the Deluxe Souvenir Sheets from other die proofs.
For Laos, the usual size of Deluxe Souvenir Sheets is 13 x 10 centimeters. There are six styles of
Deluxe Souvenir Sheets for Laos from 1951 to 1975 as listed in Table I.
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Figure 6. A Deluxe Souvenir Sheet (left) has a single image
while the Deluxe Presentation Sheet (right) has four images.
Table I. Lao Deluxe Souvenir Sheet Styles
Style Number
1
2
3
4
First year of use 1951
1956
*
1963
Last year of use ~1955 ~1963
*
1966

5
1967
1971

6
1971
1975

Characteristic
Control Punch
X
Embossed Control Seal
X
Impression of steel die
Printed inscription "Atelier de Fabrication des
X
Timbres-Poste—PARIS"
Printed inscription “IMPRIMERIE des
TIMBRES-POSTE—PARIS”
"IMPRIMERIE des TIMBRESPOSTE—FRANCE"
* UN issue of 1956 and King Sisavang-Vong issue of 1959

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X
X

At first glance, Deluxe Souvenir Sheets may appear similar to Engraver’s Die Proofs. However, there
are significant differences as enumerated by Giorgio Leccese:

• Deluxe Souvenir Sheets are printed in the final colors of the stamp; Engraver's Die Proofs are
printed in solid colors, usually in black or sepia;

• Deluxe Souvenir Sheets are usually not signed; Engraver's Die Proofs are usually signed;
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• Deluxe Souvenir Sheets have the Stamp Printing Office inscription printed on the lower right

corner in one of the colors of the issued stamp [This is the most definitive distinguishing
characteristic.]; Engraver's Die Proofs do not indicate the Stamp Printing Office inscription on the
sheet.

Deluxe Sheets that are printed with four imperforate stamps (as shown on the right side of Figure 6)
will be referred to as Deluxe Presentation Sheets. These sheets do not have the inscription identifying the
printer or, at least on the earlier issues, the Control Punches. Deluxe Souvenir Sheets and Deluxe
Presentation Sheets are the most common of the Deluxe Proofs available to collectors. The Deluxe
Souvenir Sheets and Deluxe Presentation Sheets were originally given to government officials, and from
there, they made their way into the philatelic community. Today, prices per sheet typically range from
$20.00 to $60.00 or more.
The Deluxe Presentation Sheets, unlike the Deluxe Souvenir Sheets, are printed from the plate that is
used to print the regular-issue stamps. These sheets are printed four-up in each corner of the plate. The
position in which it was printed can be discerned by the clear impressions of the stamps that can be seen on
the edges of the sheets. Sheets printed at the top right l have clear impressions on the left and bottom;
sheets printed at the bottom left have clear impressions on the top and right; etc.
When there is more than one stamp in an issue and all designs are presented on one sheet (Figure 7),
the sheets are referred to as Collective Deluxe Sheets (or Collective Deluxe Proofs or Compound Deluxe
Sheets or Multiple Deluxe Proofs).

Figure 7. Collective Deluxe Sheets bear Control Punches and Printer Inscriptions.
The left sheet is on card stock and the one on the right (courtesy of Larry Fillion) is on gummed paper.
Collective Deluxe Sheets are printed with Control Punches at the bottom center, which distinguishes
them from regular souvenir sheets, and the name of the printer is present in the lower right corner. The
Collective Deluxe Sheets printed on card stock are very scarce compared to the Deluxe Souvenir Sheets
since only about 25 are printed. Also, as reported by Allen Kerr, up to the Nubia issue of 1964, in addition
to the card stock issues, the Collective Deluxe Sheets were printed on gummed paper (perforated and
imperforate) and are even scarcer, as only about 20 sets of each issue are printed. After 1964, only card
stock was used for the imperforate Collective Deluxe Sheets.
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The Collective Deluxe Sheets should not be confused with the Collective Engraver's Die Proofs that do
not have the Control Punches, but may have them and the printer inscription penciled in. The Collective
Engraver's Die Proofs are the precursors for the Collective Deluxe Sheets.
Deluxe Proofs were produced in the following quantities:

• Deluxe Souvenir Sheets (Figure 8) — Only 50 sets were printed for the first definitive series. For
subsequent issues through 1963, 50 to 100 sets were printed. During 1964 and 1965
approximately 150 sets were printed. From 1966 to 1975, 300 sets were generally printed.

• Deluxe Presentation Sheets — 50 for the first issues, up to 300 for later issues
• Collective Deluxe Sheets (Imperforate on card stock) — 25
• Collective Deluxe Sheets (Perforated or Imperforate set on gummed paper) — 20
All of these sheets; Deluxe Souvenir Sheets, Deluxe Presentation Sheets and Collective Deluxe Sheets,
are “proofs” and, therefore, may also be properly referred to as Deluxe Souvenir Proofs, Deluxe
Presentation Proofs and Collective Deluxe Proofs. The Essay-Proof Society defines “proof” as follows:
"Proof: Any impression from an officially approved design die, plate or stone, or a new plate made
from the approved die in which the design is exactly like the stamp as officially sold to the public,
regardless of the color, kind of paper or material on which it is printed, or any experimental treatment to
which it was subjected and not used on stamps sold to the public. Proofs were not sold to the
public." (Essay-Proof Journal, Vol. I, page 31, January 1944.) [Emphasis added.]
The emphasis is of special importance to philatelists concerned with identifying imperforates. The
Imperforate Issue Proofs were not “sold to the public,” and, therefore remain in the province of “proofs”
and are not the “rare imperforates” of a regular issue promoted by dealers.
Deluxe Presentation Sheets are distinguished from four other varieties of imperforate stamps: 1) those
that were actually issued imperforate for postal use and sold in post offices (like the Human Rights issue of
1963); 2) those that are cut from regular souvenir sheets that were issued imperforate (like the Freedom
from Hunger issue of 1963); 3) those that are cut from Trial Color Plate Proofs that are printed for all
issues; and 4) the Imperforate Issue Proofs that are printed preliminary to the printing of the perforated
stamps.
9. Imperforate Issue Proofs of 20 or 40 sheets of stamps are printed in the final color (Figure 9).
These are printed with the press that will produce the stamps for postal use. To that extent, they are actual
stamps but normally are not authorized for distribution to the public through post offices. These sheets
provide the imperforate stamps of the final color, and are often misrepresented as “rare imperforates” of
the issued stamp where none were provided for postal use. They are, however, “rare imperforates” and are
generally available for all issues, even if they are difficult to find.
As can be seen from this process, imperforate stamps can be obtained from Steps (8) to (10), while
“rare imperforates” of alternate colors from the issued stamp can be obtained from Step (7). Also, it is
seen that “imperforate stamps” from “regular issue sheets” can probably be obtained for all issued
stamps as a result of Step (9). As is the practice with the production of stamps by the French Printing
Office for the other former French colonies, a number of the first sheets printed for each issue are pulled,
imperforate, as an Imperforate Issue Proof. This number will normally be small, about 40 sheets at the
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most. Examples of these proofs can be seen at the end of this article by pairs of stamps from the Malaria
issue of 1962. These imperforate sheets are archived for official collections and, as with other specialty
items, some are given to postal officials and other government officials, which then become available to
collectors.

Figure 8. Deluxe Souvenir Sheets with Control Punches, Printer Inscription and Die Impression

Figure 9. Imperforate Issue Proofs that provide “rare imperforates” of the Malaria Issue
The concern for a philatelist is whether a particular stamp was available to the public and, consequently,
is proper component of his country collection. Or, alternatively, is a particular item a rare Trial Color Plate
Proof, a fabrication cut from a Deluxe Presentation Sheet or cut from an Imperforate Issue Proof?
The Trial Color Plate Proofs and Imperforate Issue Proofs are certainly a legitimate part of a collection,
as are Deluxe Proofs. But the practice of cutting up Deluxe Presentation Sheets and representing them as
“imperforates” is ill as advised as it would be to cut up a Freedom from Hunger souvenir sheet in order to
obtain “rare imperforates” of that issue. The philatelic entity is the sheet and not a portion thereof. The
philatelic entity of a sheet of issued stamps, perforate or imperforate, is the individual stamp, thus
warranting its separation. ∞
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correspondence in 1972 helped to provide the basis for this study.
Essay-Proof Journal, Vol. I, January 1944, page 31.
Fillion, Larry. Malaria Stamps at www.malariastamps.com. A special note of thanks is extended to SICP
member Larry Fillion for the copies of various Deluxe Proofs provided for this report.
Leccese, Giorgio. Die Proofs at www.dieproofs.it. Also a special note of thanks is extended to Giorgio
Leccese for the extensive information about Deluxe Proofs provided on his web site on which much of this
report relies. I am also greatly indebted to Giorgio for his personal comments to me. He invites all to join
the Die Proofs discussion group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dieproofs/.
Scholle, Peter A. Essays, Proofs and Special Printings of Worldwide Petroleum Stamps at
http://geoinfo.nmt.edu/staff/scholle/petroproofs.html. This is another excellent site relating to proofs.
Williams, L. N. Fundamentals of Philately, American Philatelic Society, 1990.
Classified Advertisements
This section is provided for members to post notices to buy, sell or exchange philatelic material.
Advertisements of 30 words or less may be sent to the editor for consideration for publication. Current
members are allowed two free classified advertisements per calendar year.
WANTED: a source for an album for North Vietnam. Also, would like to make contact with anyone who
was in Cambodia around 1963. Dr. Johannes Spronk, 1303 Ninth Street, La Grande, Oregon 97850-8402,
nealspronk@yahoo.com.
WANTED: stamps in any condition to fill packets (baggies) and stamp supplies for the Girl Scouts. I gave
a talk on stamps to my daughter's troop about stamps and I want to keep them interested. Please send your
donations to Girl Scout Troop 2014, c/o Stan Blanko, 60 Waterside Lane, Clinton, CT 06413-2141 ∞
In Search of Information
Query 03-01: Jack Dykhouse writes to say
he found a "D.R" perfin on a 1911 Indochina
Connaissements revenue stamp (Duston E2A).
This perfin was not mentioned in the Indochina
perfin checklist in ICP 115. Does anyone know
anything about the source of this perfin?
Query 03-02: Jack also notes that the 6c
Scott 214 stamp was one of the first Vichy Local
Printings. He obtained an imperforate copy of this stamp in gray. While a number
of these Vichy stamps exist imperforate, this is the only stamp that he has seen in a
color different than the issued color. Is this a proof, error or fake? ∞
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Tay Ninh's 10,000 Dong Revenue
Joe Cartafalsa
During my trips to Vietnam, I have spent a great amount of time and effort trying to find the blue
10,000 dong of Tay Ninh. This elusive stamp is listed in the SICP revenue catalogue as TN 14. It is
priced at $20.00 on document. Maurice Lange must have been one of the few people to see one of these
stamps when he compiled the list of Tay Ninh revenues for the catalog. No other collector or dealer that I
have talked with had ever seen this stamp.
To make a long and boring story
short, I eventually did find one on a
certified document. At that time, I asked
why such a high value was ever
produced since I could never find any
documents using that value. The answer:
It is only used to certify photocopies of
foreign documents.
Figure 1 shows the 10,000 alongside
a 1,000 dong revenue tied with
certification chops affixed to a
photocopy of two pages of an Australian
passport. Why were foreign documents
charged more? Was it simply a matter
of charging “what the traffic would
bear?”
Figure 1. The high value 10,000 dong tax stamp was used
with a 1,00 dong value on a photocopy of a passport.

If anyone else has one, I would like
to see a scan or photocopy of it if on
document. ∞

KBC Cachets Used as Forwarding Markings
Andrew Crenshaw
Figure 1 illustrates a typical example of forwarded South Vietnamese military mail. In this case, the
KBC 3508 in the address is simply scratched out and “4457” written in its place. No additional markings
or cancels were added.
This cover, dated December 1964, was sent from the 39th Ranger Battalion to the 38th Ranger Battalion
(“Biet Dong Quan”). At this time, the 39th Ranger Battalion was attached to the 2nd Infantry Division in
I Corps (Northern region of the Republic of Viet Nam), and the 38th Ranger Battalion was operating in the
Phuoc Bien Special Zone in III Corps north of Saigon.1
Although sender wrote KBC 3509 as his return address, which is probably his base area, the cover was
actually sent from KBC 4467 as evidenced by the triangular “commanding officer” cachet. Ranger units
moved locations frequently, so the fact that the return address is different from the KBC cachet is not
surprising.

1

ARVN Ranger: Biet Dong Quan by Hieu D. Vu; 1996.
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KBC Cachets Used as Forwarding Markings

Figure 1. Correspondence between two Ranger units was forwarded
without any additional postal markings.

Figure 2. Cover with two different KBC cachets - one of them is a forwarding marking.
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KBC Cachets Used as Forwarding Markings
The cover depicted in Figure 2 is interesting because it has two different KBC cachets. It was mailed
18 November 1969 by a member of a Reconnaissance Unit (“Tham Bao”) from what I believe to be the
Quang Trung Training Center at KBC 4091. It was addressed to a Non-Commissioned Officer Trainee
(“Khoa Sinh Ha Si Quan”) at the Thu Duc Infantry School at KBC 4100.
The cover was sent postage free as was allowed when sending mail between military units via the
“QUAN BUU” postal service. It received the black KBC unit cachet as it began its journey, before the
dated postmark was applied. The manuscript “Quan Thu” in the upper right corner means “military
correspondence.”
By the time the cover reached its initial destination, the intended recipient had already transferred to a
location served by KBC 3004, which someone helpfully added to the address. The cover received the red
double-ring KBC 4001 cachet at Thu Duc before being sent on its way. The fact that it had received a
forwarding marking in the form of the second KBC cachet is quite unusual. Can readers share similar
examples? ∞
Human Rights Stamp Color Error
Lucian Lu
South Vietnam issued the Human Rights series on 29 December 1973 with a face value 100d (Scott
#463). Shown here is an upper right corner copy with the black color completely missing. The stamp is
mint with no gum.
The discovery of this stamp has a
story like this: One day in early 1974, a
stamp dealer in Cholon (now 5th district
of Ho Chi Minh City) went to Saigon
Central Post Office to mail his customers'
mail orders. When he was in line, he saw a
man in front of him with a stamped letter
in hand. The stamps affixed on the cover
were 2 stamps of the 100d Human Rights
stamps and some other small value stamps
to complete the registered letter fee. One
of the 100d Human Rights stamps was
missing the black color. Immediately, he
negotiated with the man to buy the stamps
on cover with the cost equal to 10 times of
the face value. As a result, he was
successful in buying that stamps and he
Black printing is completely absent from the right stamp.
knew that the man was a courier for a
trading company in Saigon. He asked the
man if there were any more stamps with the missing black color like that one. The man told him that his
manager prepared the letter. He did not know whether there were any more or not. After he brought it
home, the stamp dealer soaked the stamps off of the cover. That is why the stamp now has no gum. He
sold the stamp to Mr. Sioug, a famous stamp collector. After the fall of Saigon, Mr. Sioug and his family
immigrated to Taiwan. Afterwards, he and his family moved to Canada in the early 1990's. In mid-1995, I
went to Canada to visit Mr. Sioug and bought his whole collection of South Vietnam stamps. Now, this
unusual error resides in my collection. ∞
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Slogan Markings for the National Fund
Ron Bentley
I imagine that Indochina's “Subscribe to the National Fund” slogan was along the lines of the rallying
cry “Buy Savings Bonds” that I heard (mostly in my youth). In his Les Postes et Courriers Français en
Extrême Orient, Jacques Desrousseaux identified two National Fund markings, which he numbered A-1
and A-2. As shown in Figure 1, the first marking is very distinctive as it carries its message translated into
three languages (French, Vietnamese and Chinese). The type A-1 marking is known from 1916-20 and
Desrousseaux notes that it reappeared in 1938. With small variations, it is known to have been applied in
Cochinchina, Annam, Tonkin and Kouang Cho Wan.

Figure 1. The type A-1 marking uses three languages to get its message across on a 1918 cover.
A new discovery is shown in Figure 2. Similar to type A-1, this slogan marking goes it one better by
using four languages for its message (Chinese, French, Cambodian and Vietnamese)! Posted from
Soairieng, Cambodia in 1916, this marking was undoubtedly the version employed in Cambodia during the
same time that the A-1 marking was used elsewhere. (Could a Lao version also exist?)
Desrousseaux did not illustrate the type A-2 marking in his work. I have never seen a marking that I
thought could be the type A-2. It is a so-called Daugin type consisting of a rectangular frame
(approximately 25 x 25 millimeters) attached to the circular postmark. Desrousseaux listed type A-2 used
only from Haiphong and Pnompenh in 1938.
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Slogan Markings for the National Fund

Figure 2. The Cambodian version of the slogan marking employs four languages.
Another new discovery is the unframed “SOUSCRIVEZ A L'EMPRUNT NATIONAL” shown
applied to a postcard in Figure 3. The writer of the postcard datelined his message 9 January 1920. The
postcard was postmarked 10 January 1920 at Saigon-Central. ∞

Figure 3. A 1920 postcard carries the unframed “SOUSCIRVEZ A L'EMPRUNT NATIONAL”.
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HTX or HT10?
Joe Cartafalsa
During my period of interest in Vietnamese military mail, Andrew Crenshaw emailed me a question.
Andrew had a cover with the “HTX” return address, which he believed was from military region “10" as
in “Hom Thu 10.” At this time, there were only nine military regions numbered one through nine.
The year before, I was offered, sight unseen, a military HT cover sent to United States. For $10.00, I
jumped on it. After all, HT covers were selling for about $50.00 at that time. There was also the fact that
no communist Vietnamese military cover to the United States was known. (And still isn’t!) Nor was there
any HT 10 covers reported. Figure 1 shows the cover just as I received it. The cover, however is “HTX”
in the return address, meaning “Hop Tac Xa” (a Vietnamese Co-operative), not “Hom Thu X.” Besides,
Roman numerals are rarely used in Vietnam. The HTX is organized as a corporation under the control of
the government.
The HTXs were mainly organized in the period after the liberation of the South (1975) and were seen in
both the North and the South. Each HTX specialized in one type of work in the early days. The HTX in
Figure 1 specialized in agricultural work. The “N” squared (sorry, I can’t make that little raised “2”)
means “nong nghiep” or “farm worker.”

Figure 1. Cover with "HTX" in the return address.
Since I said to Andrew that there was no military “Hom Thu 10,” fate once again intervened to make
me eat my words. Figure 2 shows an HT 10 military address from a village near Hanoi. Andrew has since
found another cover with “HT 10” also from the Hanoi area. There is no recorded information about this
location. Military officers say that there are only the 9 military zones (Quan Khu) but that maybe this is a
temporary designation for a specific purpose. So far, only the two covers have been found, but possibly
this article will motivate collectors to look a little bit closer at their covers and report their findings on these
pages.
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HTX or HT10?

Figure 2. “HT 10”military cover from village near Hanoi.
But now back to the HTX. Figure 3 (salt co-op) and Figure 4 (motor repair workshop) show various
products and services handled by the HTX. With a whole village or part of a village participating in the
work, income and profits are protected. Figure 5 shows an HTX dealing in medical supplies located in the
Old City section of Hanoi.
Figure 6 shows the front cover and Figure 7 shows an open view of a co-operative member's record
book showing the amount of profit the member made each year and the percentage of growth. An
interesting and unusual collateral item to accompany the above covers. ∞
Doubly Overprinted Revenue
Joe Cartafalsa
Recently, while going through a bunch of
post-liberation revenues, I found a pair of
SICP # 302a (Duston Type 270b) with the
left hand stamp overprinted twice. The basic
stamp has a 0$06 surcharge in black on
0$60. The stamp is from the Government
Printing Office, Korea and has the circle at
left inscribed “CONG HOA XA HOI CHU
NGHIA VIETNAM” also in black.
It appears that the original handstamp was not readable, so someone hit it again slightly higher so that
the value was clear. Having examined many of these stamps, both on and off documents, I have never seen
anything like it.
Perhaps other members could check their own copies and see if there other examples exist. ∞
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Fakes, Fantasies and Forgeries
Joe Cartafalsa
Back in the old days, when I first started collecting Vietnamese stamps in 1965, the only decision I
needed to make was should I hinge the new South Viet Nam issues or put them in mounts that cost more
than the stamps? I don’t want to mislead you, there were many other decisions to be made in the 60's, but
none of them had to do with collecting Vietnamese stamps.
Jumping to the present, after having daydreamed about the 60's and early 70's for an hour, I am faced
with another philatelic dilemma. As many of you know, Peter Corson and I are working on a CD listing of
all the reported “problem” items produced by the Hanoi forger and others. (Actually, we have four CDs
worth so far.) The problem is defining what these issues are. Fakes, fantasies, forgeries, etc. What are the
proper definitions that fit this type of material?
First, if the stamp in question actually exists, and the one in question is not genuine, what is it? A
counterfeit, forgery or fake? Is there a difference? Simply, “Yes.” If the “fake” was made to defraud the
postal authorities, it is a “postal forgery.” Governments like to call these stamps “counterfeits.” The
other type of “fake” is the one prepared for sale to stamp collectors. This is a “forgery to defraud
collectors.” A good example of this is the tall Uncle Ho (from Lien Khu 5) heads as illustrated in my
previous article regarding “tracking the forgers.” in ICP 152. This stamp exists, but most are “forgeries
to defraud collectors.” In the future we will refer to these two types as either “postal forgeries” or
“fakes” (it is shorter than “forgery to defraud collectors”).
Second, if the stamp in question never really existed, can it be a fake?
For example, Figure 1 shows a stamp-like label, which appeared in the
period of the 1950's Geneva talks between the French and the Vietnamese
communists. The design imitates the 2 September 1946 set issued for the
1st Anniversary of the August Revolution and National Day of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The story goes that these stamps were
sold to pay the cost of staying in Switzerland for the Viet delegation. So
what should we call these? In my future articles, they will be called
“fantasies.”
In our classification, we will also include as “fantasies” labels
(something that looks like a stamp) of the same design as issued stamps
but with different face values and surcharges. A good example of this
would be the horizontal “family left behind” issues in assorted colors,
face values and overprints. Figures 2 through 5 show fantasy issues.
These items came into a dealer member of the SICP with very high asking
prices and all described as “very rare.”

Figure 1. A label which is
more properly a "fantasy"

There are a few other common fantasies such as the vertical Lenin heads, but these will be illustrated in
a future article.
To summarize, the following terms will be used in future articles to standardize the terminology when
dealing with this subject:
Postal Forgery: a counterfeit, a copy of a genuine stamp meant to defraud the post office.
Fake: a forgery of a genuine stamp meant to defraud stamp collectors.
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Fakes, Fantasies and Forgeries
Fantasy: labels made to look like postage stamps, being similar to existing designs or totally different (a
figment of the forger’s imagination).
Label: a stamp-like adhesive, usually without any postal value indicated; a word used to describe one of
these small pieces of paper while we determine which of the above terms most accurately applies.

Figure 2. Vietnam, China,
Soviet Union Friendship,
many values and variations were made.

Figure 4. 35th Anniversary of,
Russian Revolution color proofs.

Figure 3. Vietnam, Cambodia, Lao Friendship,
including unfinished “proof” without flags.

Figure 5. Viet Minh stamp
plus 4 of the center star emblem.

As we write more about this seemingly endless subject and we get stuck for descriptive terms, do not be
surprised to see those two favorite “vague” terms of auction describers all over: “of doubtful origin” and
“of spurious origin.”
Author’s Note: Thanks to Ted Hallock for giving me the boot in the rear to get this information out to
the ICP members as a series instead of waiting years to get it finished on a CD-ROM. ∞
More on South Viet-Nam Legislative Free Franks
Richard K. Aspnes
Continuing my previous article in ICP 151 and referencing two others,1, 2 I wish to illustrate philatelic
commemorative usage of the National Assembly “free frank” envelopes of the First Republic (1955 –
1963). Postal usage is known and illustrated in the two referenced articles.
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More on South Viet-Nam Legislative Free Franks
To review what is known: there exist envelopes with two different printed indicia – one appears to be,
by deduction and known postal usage, for the first session (no specific marking identifies it as such) of the
National Assembly and is believed issued in 1958, and the second indicium does contains a specific
indication that it is for the second session, 1959-1962.
Based on other philatelic information, especially the stamp issue of 26 October 1957, that
commemorates the anniversary of the National Assembly and the constitution of 1956, and on historical
information, the National Assembly was first initiated in 1956, and continued for several years. National
elections were held in August 1959 for the second session.

(diameter 35 mm)

Figure 1. First session indicium

(40 mm x 27 mm)

Figure 2. Second session indicium

Both types of envelopes are listed in the “Catalouge Spécialisé des Entires Postaux des Colonies
Françaises, Bureaux Français, á l’Étranger, et Territoires Occupés ou Sous Mandat” published by the
Association des Collectionneurs d’Entiers Postaux (ACEP), 2001 edition (information courtesy of Ron
Bentley). The ACEP catalog indicates the size of the first issue envelope is 153 mm x 123 mm, and the
second 150 mm x 123 mm. These quoted measurements are essentially the same and do correspond with
know examples in my collection. The ACEP catalog lists the used valuation as 160 euros, without any
valuation for unused condition. My recent experience in bidding on these items, postal and philatelic usage,
is that the market price is about half the valuation quoted. Unused envelopes are known, but are quite
scarce.
Each envelope has a printed serial number on the reverse, presumably for accounting and control
purposes. As these envelopes were designed for domestic usage, any that were sent to an international
address would have had additional postage applied to pay the necessary UPU rates to the destination
country. Although none are known used internationally, a genuine example would certainly be of
significant interest.
Two commemorative markings (the original impressions are quite faint) on a first session
commemorative cover in my collection are both listed by Nguyen-Bao-Tung3 and Jacques Desrousseaux4
in their comprehensive works, and occur in several forms and formats. Different post offices designed and
manufactured handstamps according to the availability of local resources (some clearly in brass, the
preferred medium for handstamps being reusable, and occasionally rubber). Collecting and identifying
these various markings is a challenging area of specialization itself.
These markings could also be termed “slogan” markings, but since they contain a specific date for a
specific event, I adhere to the term “commemorative” marking.
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More on South Viet-Nam Legislative Free Franks
Of significant note here is that since these “free frank” envelopes were most certainly controlled and
limited in distribution, as each was serially numbered, one or more National Assembly members used a
portion of their allocation for philatelic purposes, and (we can suppose) for profit. The philatelic franking
would appear to far exceed the regular postage rate at the time, for a domestic letter.
The graphically improved and enlarged images are detailed below, with a rough translation, and the
listed references. Regular domestic postage was applied to the cover, as the ‘free frank’ privilege was not
applicable, being a philatelic item and not for official correspondence. The philatelic circular date stamp
with the date of 30 August 1959 corresponds to the dates on the two commemorative markings.

Everybody take part [in] voting [for]
National Assembly
30–8–59
(J. Desrousseaux type S-12)
(Nguyen B. Tung # 40)

30–8–59
Everybody encouraged to vote for National
Assembly
Determine to get those spreading untrue
propaganda and destroy Viet-Cong
(Nguyen B. Tung # 41)

Six months later, on 4 April 1960, at what is
believed to the start of the second session of the
National Assembly, a new and much simplified
indicia was designed and imprinted on envelopes for
the used by the assembly representatives.
To commemorate this event, a typeset imprint
was developed, in both Vietnamese and French.
Jacques Desrousseaux lists this imprint, in red and
blue, in his work. Again regular domestic postage
was applied, but the standard Saigon postmark was
applied rather than the special philatelic circular date
stamp. ∞
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