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Military Health Service in Laos

Ron Bentley

When we think of military units, we naturally imagine combat troops.  Of course, many other types of
units exist to support the frontline fighters.  In particular, all modern armies have medical corps to serve the
health needs of soldiers.  The popular American television series M*A*S*H 1portrayed life in a military
hospital manned by US Army officers and enlisted personnel during the Korean War.

The 1949 cover shown in Figure 1 is from the French Indochina War.  For military security, the mute
"POSTE AUX ARMEES T.O.E." military postmark does not give any indication as to where the letter
originated.  In accordance with prevailing procedures, a written endorsement at the lower left is validated
with an official handstamp.  The cachet reads "DIRECTION DU SERVICE SANTÉ * LAOS *" (Health
Service Headquarters, Laos).  As with all periods of Indochinese postal history, military mail from Laos is
scarce.  Typewritten instructions note that this mailing was official military mail ("Service Militaire") and
that it was to remain sealed ("Necessite de Fermer"). ∞

Figure 1.  Official letter addressed to the Chief Doctor
with the Mobile Surgical Team (a French precursor to M*A*S*H?)

                                                
1 Mobile Army Surgical Hospital
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Editor/ Executive Secretary’s Report

Is there a member who is lawyer who can help us file the appropriate paperwork to register as a
nonprofit organization with IRS?  If you can help, please contact the President or the Executive Secretary.

Longtime member Gregor Schwirtz offers to provide some articles, but your editor needs someone to
translate from German to English.  Is there a member who can assist in this endeavor?

Speaking of articles, I am eagerly awaiting your contributions for 2004.   To fill these pages, I need a
mix of short articles and long articles.  Make it one of your New Year's resolutions for 2004 to submit an
article or note for the journal.  One suggestion that helps me in putting the journal together is to scan or
photocopy illustrated items (stamps and covers) on a white background at 100 dots per inch.

Richard Aspnes sends along three web sites for those trying to locate towns in Southeast Asia:

http://www.calle.com/world/laos/
http://www.calle.com/world/vietnam/
http://www.calle.com/world/cambodia/.

Richard also recommends that any SICP member who has an interest in Laos should certainly check
out the web site sponsored by the Association Internationale  des Collecteurs de Timbres-poste de Laos
(A.I.C.T.P.L.) at:

http://www.membres.lycos.fr/trax48/index.htm

The site has a number of articles (in French) on a wide range of topics associated with Laos.  More
information can be obtained from the organization's spark plug:

Philippe DRILLIEN - Président
Collège des Dîmes

71290 CUISERY- France.
philippedrillien@yahoo.com

For those linguistically-challenged,  Philippe corresponds in English.   ∞

SICP Election Results

Results of voting for officers when ballot counting ceased on 31 December 2003 were as follows:

President: Directors (members voted for four):

Richard Aspnes 61 Toan Nguyen 39
John Carroll 37
Ken Thompson 37

Vice President: Norm Davis 35
Terry Barham 32

Jack Dykhouse 62 Larry Fillion 21
Peter Corson 18

Congratulations to the new officers and best of luck during your term!  ∞
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Bangkok 2003: World Philatelic Exhibition

Richard K. Aspnes

I attended the 4 October Saturday opening
and initial several days of the FIP sponsored
Bangkok 2003: World Philatelic Exhibition (see
http://www.worldstampbangkok2003.com/index.a
sp) held at the Impact Convention and Exhibition
Center located in Muang Thong Thani,
Nonthaburi, Thailand.  See
http://www.impact.co.th/.

This event occurs every ten years, and this is
the third time that I was able to attend.  This year,
the exhibition was held at a huge convention
center (appeared to the size of a football field,
actually 50,000 square meters on each floor),
many kilometers north of Bangkok proper.  The
taxi trip, during ‘good’ traffic times (not that
many hours of a day in Bangkok) required at least
45 minutes.

The venue was very impressive in size as were
the variety of exhibitions, as one would expect
from a FIP-sanctioned event; but the international
dealer community was under-represented, most
being European dealers.  Dealers from the United
Kingdom were well represented as well as local
Thais.

One issue that inhibited more international dealers was the pricing of the dealer booths: the price for a
local dealer being one quarter of an international dealer (from US$2,200 to 4,300).  Another is the
apparently European custom of not having chairs available at the dealer’s booths for their customers. This
practice tends to reduce the opportunity to engage philatelic discussions.  Maybe it's good for the dealer’s
in encouraging quick transactions, but it does make "browsing" through boxes of covers very
uncomfortable.  I hope that this style of dealer facilities does not become the norm in the U.S.

The exhibition catalog is a piece of art itself and most collectable – being printed in full color, and over
130 pages.  Of special interest to the member of the Society, is a section of the catalog titled “Thai Post
Offices in Cambodia and Laos during World War II” with illustrations of post office cancellations and
covers.

On the opening day, Saturday, the exhibition was opened to the public at 10:00.  In contrast to previous
exhibitions, the official opening was later in the day, from noon to 16:00.  Thus, Saturday was mostly for
official ceremonies (that I watched on live TV in my hotel) and not a day for browsing the exhibits.  When
is the last time, in the United States, that any philatelic event is opened by a member of the Government, and
broadcast on national television?  Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn officially opened
the exhibition, and viewed the exhibits during the afternoon ceremonies.

As can been seen on the floor layout graphic, area C2 was dedicated to exhibits.  I did not count them,
but the exhibition catalog lists 604 different.  An enormous variety to choose from and to satisfy any
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Bangkok 2003: World Philatelic Exhibition

philatelist’s interests.  Also, there were 132 philatelic literature exhibits – this was the most disappointing
aspect of the event as the literature was locked in a four-sided glass case, and the exhibitions were not
available for viewing.

Figure 1.  The exhibition was spread out over a large area in the convention center.

Needless to say, the ‘prime’ exhibits favored Thai philately.  In our area of interest, several are
remarkable – in the postal history division “French Post Offices in China, 1860 – 1946”; revenue “Les
Repercussions de la Guerre d’Indochine sur l;Affranchissement Fiscal des Actes d’Etat-Civil, au Viet-
Nam, au Cambodge, eu Laos (1946-75)”.  At present, I cannot locate any information on awards to
exhibitors.

Hopefully, I will see you at the next FIP-sponsored Bangkok exhibition in 2013!  ∞

Procedure for Electronic Distribution of ICPs

A number of members have taken advantage of the reduced fees by choosing to receive the ICP
electronically.   As such, it is worthwhile to review the steps in the process.

1. Members will receive an email alerting them that the latest ICP is available on the Internet.  The
message will contain the password for that issue.  [Each issue has its own individual password.]  Needless
to say, if your email address changes, be sure to notify the Executive Secretary or you will not get the
emails.

2. Using your browser, go to the SICP website at:  http://www.sicp-online.org/
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Procedure for Electronic Distribution of ICPs

3.  Click on " ICP ARCHIVE" in the list on the left-hand side to go to the list of publications available
for download which will put you at:  http://www.sicp-online.org/icp/index.htm

4. Depending on your computer system (Microsoft Windows or Apple Macintosh) and Internet
browser being used the next step is different.  For Windows -- right click on the text title of the latest issue
(at the top of the list), and select the menu item "Save Target as...". [For Apple Macintosh , hold down the
selection button and choose "Open this Link."]  You will be asked to enter the password.  A window will
appear asking where to save the file.  Specify or browse to the directory you wish to store the download
file, and say OK.

5. Download and save the ICP on your hard drive at the selected location.  It is recommended that you
use the password )(sent to you in the notification message) as part of the name.  For instance, if issue #199
has the password "Tonkin," saving it under "ICP 199 Tonkin" will help you remember the password.

You will need a current version of Adobe Reader on your computer.  This is available at
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html.

6. When you are ready to 'open' the ICP, either click on the downloaded file (that will automatically
start Adobe Acrobat Reader) or start Acrobat Reader manually, and select the ICP file from the with the
"File | Open" process. When the ICP is read by Acrobat Reader you will be asked to provide the password.

If you have difficulties, contact our able webmaster, Larry Fillion at: malariastamps@yahoo.com.  ∞

Three-day Convention on Chinese Philately

China Philatelic Society of London Press Release1

A three-day convention on Chinese and Hong Kong Philately will be held in conjunction with Autumn
Stampex at the Design Centre, Islington, London from Thursday 16th to Saturday 18th September 2004.

Included in the convention will be a series of displays, lectures and discussions, as well as visits to
places around London of philatelic interest to collectors of China and Hong Kong.  The event is being
organized by the China Philatelic Society of London and the Hong Kong Study Circle.

Members of fellow societies and interested individuals everywhere are most welcome.   Subject to
interest, accommodation can be arranged through your local branch of American Express.  Further details
concerning prices, accommodation details and other information will be made available in early 2004.

For further information contact the event organizer at the following address or e-mail.  Updated
information will be made available through the society website at: www.cpsl.org.uk.

Major R.W. Pratt F.R.P.S.L
c/o The National Philatelic Society
107 Charterhouse Street
London EC1M 6PT
England
E-mail: nps@ukphilately.org.uk    ∞

                                                
1 Knowing that some members regularly attend Stampex, this notice is presented to potentially assist in planning one's time
in London.
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My “John Wayne” Cover

Joe Cartafalsa

Figure 1 is what appears to be a cheap South Viet-Nam civilian cover used internally.  It has a letter
inside containing personal greetings.  And the envelope is folded in half. The cover, at first glance has
nothing going for it.

Figure 1.

I did notice and wonder about the return address: “Sender’s name/Biet Doi 62/Pleiku,” which was
written in the military style of the French (in the lower left corner on a slant).  But there was no KBC
number?

Also, what was “Biet Doi 62?”  Was it military, a school, a prison group or what?  I did know that it
meant “Special Group 62" but had no idea what that meant.

So I asked our director Mr Toan - and Mr Toan knows everything, especially military.  And I received
an interesting answer: “Did you see the John Wayne movie The Green Berets?”  “Of course” I replied,
wondering where this was going.

Remember the part where they go north to snatch the VC general using the girl as bait.  The group with
John Wayne leading was made up of US Special Forces troops, South Vietnamese Special Forces, ARVN
Rangers, and mountain tribesmen (the guys with crossbows in black pajamas).

When I agreed that I remembered all of this, I was told “that group was a Biet Doi!”
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Figure 1.  The lilac and red stamp variety
is on top, and the violet-pink variety is on
the bottom.

My “John Wayne” Cover

Mr. Toan then told me all about how these groups were formed from all of the available services -
Americans, Vietnamese or allies.  Whoever was in command formed the group to do one specific mission -
then whoever survived went back to their original units.

These groups were very secret.  Except in the movie, I have never seen any reference to them or this
type of organization.  This cover shown is probably the 62nd of these groups ever organized.  The letter
talks nothing of a mission.  I think I originally had three covers from this correspondence, all around July
1970.  I have never found any others.  They appear to be very rare military postal history items.

So rent the tape or DVD and watch this movie in a different light.  Critics panned it when it came out,
but except for being set in the Georgia woods and the sun setting in the east, it is a useful movie.

Oh yes, for these reasons, I call this my John Wayne cover.  ∞

Lao 1974 UPU Color Variety

Kenneth R. Thompson

While browsing through my collection to organize the
First Day Covers, I came across this interesting color
variety on the 1974 UPU issue as shown in Figure 1.

After discussing with Vince Mueller, President of
Harper Engraving, Columbus, Ohio, as to how this color
variation could have occurred, I believe that it is a legitimate
color variety for pre-1976 Laos.

It has been well established for Lao stamps, to the point
of automatic acceptance, that there have been few if any
varieties of stamps for the pre-1976 issues.  This
acceptance, however, may have precluded collectors from
recognizing genuine varieties.  And, when looking for
varieties, we must be careful to only consider “constant
varieties” as warranting recognition.

One other constant variety for Laos has been
recognized, which is the 1962 Malaria souvenir sheet that
was printed in both a light-blue and dark-blue color.  In the
case of the Malaria sheet, it is probable that the two were
simply printed on two different presses with two different
die and different ink preparations.

In looking for another comparison against which to
judge this 1974 UPU issue, however, we need to look for
other examples where there may be actual color variations
as a result of inking, rather than just a difference in color
resulting from the use of different die as in the case of the
Malaria issue.
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Lao 1974 UPU Color Variety

For color variation, we can look to the 1960 Refugee’s Aid Year issue as shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2.  The above stamps are from the Refugee’s Aid Year issue
showing a lighter-color variation on the left from the more common darker-color rose-claret.

Whether or not the left stamp in Figure 2 would be classified as a true “rose-claret,” it does appear to
be simply a lighter version of the more common stamp.  While it is a variation of the color, it may be
difficult to justify recognizing it as a true “constant variety” as there may have been nothing done that
would have resulted in the variation other than as being a normal result of the printing process.

In the case of the 1974 UPU variation, however, we have a different problem.  In the 1974 UPU issue,
the stamps are actually distinctly different colors, rather than just a lighter or darker shade of the same
color.  In this case, it is believed that the press was stopped and new ink was mixed to finish the run.

Even though this issue had a short printing run, emitting only 50,000 stamps, the very limited number
of stamps printed may have been the reason for the new ink preparation.  That is, a batch of ink was
prepared or available that it was believed would be sufficient.  When it was not, another much smaller batch
had to be prepared to finish possibly only 100 to 250 sheets of stamps.  In 1974, the color control that we
have today was not available, and, in the rush to complete the job, anything close to the desired color was
acceptable.

In fact, believing that this color variation came at the end of the run, the first sheets out would be the
ones purchased by stamp dealers, while the last of the run would be the ones making it to the post offices.
These are the ones that would be most likely destroyed as a result of postage use, or, as in this case, used
for a First Day Cover.

While I have a very limited collection of these stamps in mint condition, about 10, all of the mint stamps
are of the standard color.  If the above analysis is accurate, however, there may be very few of the violet-
pink variety stamps in mint condition.

Acknowledgements:

I extend my thanks to Vince Mueller of Harper Engraving, Columbus, Ohio, for his insight on the
printing process that helped to analyze this interesting color variety.   ∞
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Classified Advertisements

This section is provided for members to post notices to buy, sell or exchange philatelic material.
Advertisements of 30 words or less may be sent to the editor for consideration for publication.  Current
members are allowed two free classified advertisements per calendar year.

For SALE:  Cover sent by Francis Garnier to his father during the Mekong Expedition pictured as Figure 2
in the article  presented in this ICP.  Price $600.  Ron Bentley, 2600 North 24th Street, Arlington, Virginia
22207 or ronbentley@verizon.net.

WANTED: Cambodia (Kampuchea) Scott nos. 372-373 [60th Anniversary/USSR] and 985-988 [Apsaras]
(Mint or Used).  Offers please, to Joe Millington, 21A York Mansions, Prince of Wales Drive, London
SW11 4DL, England. ∞

Taxe Percue Handstamp

Joe Cartafalsa

With so much interest in revenue stamps used on documents, I thought that it would be nice to show a
document without a revenue stamp attached (but with the fee paid).

The document is an identity card issued at Hanoi in 1950.  The gentleman was born in 1919.  Figure 1
shows the front and rear side of the card.  The red box that is barely visible to the left of center says “Cu
Tri” meaning “Voter.”  Figure 2 shows the information side of the card with information such as the
gentleman’s 1919 birth date.  The fee paid handstamp in black, visible between the seal and the photo reads
“TAXE PERCUE Cinq Piastres” and means that five piasters had been paid.

Figure 1. When folded in half, one side of identity card serves as a cover.
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Taxe Percue Handstamp

Figure 2.  The other side contains the bulk of the identity information.

Figure 3 shows a close-up of the handstamp.

To me, this is an interesting item from the French period just before the first postage issues of the State
of Vietnam.  This item will soon be shown on my website www.stampsandcollectibles.us.    ∞
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Mekong River Expedition

Ron Bentley1

In his review of Francis Garnier's exploits in Indochina, Florent Tricot 2 noted that mail from July 1866
to June 1868 came from the Mekong River expedition.  This expedition was a valiant attempt to explore the
headwaters of the Mekong River and hopefully find a navigable water route into southwestern China.
Although Garnier had developed the plan, an older officer, Doudart de Lagrée, was put in command of the
expedition.3

Three covers from Garnier while on this journey are shown here.  All were addressed to "Monsieur A.
Garnier," his father, at Varenne-St-Hilaire.  All are small envelopes (114 x 75 mm) postmarked at Saigon
with octagonal "CORR. D. ARMEES." date stamps.  The first (Figure 1) is postmarked 17 February
(18)67 and bears a 3 décimes postage-due handstamp. 4   On the reverse, it has transit and receiving
postmarks Marseille to Lyon 3 April 67 and Paris 1(60) 5 April 67.

Figure 1.  Cover posted 17 February 1867, when Garnier went to Pnompenh for supplies.

One can only imagine how, for communications with the outside world, the explorers had to rely on a
loose network of river people who traveled along various parts of the river.  Of course, without the letters'
contents, one can not know when the mailing was actually "posted."  However, based on accounts of the
journey, we do know what the explorers were doing when the envelopes were postmarked in Saigon.  From

                                                
1 This article originally appeared in the July 2003 France & Colonies Philatelist and is reprinted here with the permission of
the editor.
2 In France & Colonies Philatelist N° 268, April 2002, pp. 39-40. The author extends his thanks to M. Tricot for his
comments and suggestions on this article.
3 Vichy France, in 1943, honored the two naval officers with, respectively Indo-China Scott 237 (Yvert 262), and Scott 259-
261 (Yvert 261, 270, 272).
4 The rate for military mail was 20 centimes for the first weight step (7.5 gm) from 1 January 1862 through 31 August 1871.
To encourage the use of stamps, unfranked mail was charged to the recipient at 30 centimes.
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Mekong River Expedition

his history of the expedition, Osborne 5 notes that in February 1867, Garnier had gone to Pnompenh to
secure passports for the exploration party.  At that time, he had hoped to obtain scientific instruments and
to receive private letters that were supposed to accompany the passports.  Unfortunately; everything but the
passports had remained behind in Saigon.

Figure 2.  Unfranked 18 June 1867 cover cited for 30 centimes postage due.

Figure 3.  26 September 1867 franked cover; notation "Exploration du MeKong/ F. Garnier" at lower left.

                                                
5 Osborne, Milton,    River      Road     to      China:   The      Mekong      River      Expedition    1866-1873  ; Liveright (New York), 1975.
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Mekong River Expedition

The second cover (Figure 2) postmarked at Saigon on 18 June 1867, has a 30 centimes postage due
handstamp on the front.  On the reverse is a La Varenne-St-Hilaire(60) 8 August 67" receipt postmark.  By
June 1867, the mission was on the verge of leaving Thai territory and about to enter areas under control of
the Burmese king.  After a year of travel, the group had endured considerable hardship, but Garnier, above
all, gave no thought of turning back.  On 18 June, the date of the postmark on this letter from Garnier to his
father, the party halted at the edge of the King of Burma's dominion while they awaited permission to enter
which finally arrived ten days later on 28 June.

The third cover (Figure 3) is perhaps the most captivating.  It bears a manuscript notation at the lower
left "Exploration du MeKong / F. Garnier." It is franked with a 20 centimes Eagle and is postmarked 26
SEPT.  [inverted] 67.  It is known that the party had taken 20 centimes Eagle stamps with them when the
started out.  As demonstrated by the two earlier covers, Garnier had run out of stamps.  This later letter,
probably posted at Pnompenh, is franked.  Perhaps Garnier was able to acquire additional stamps at
Pnompenh.  A red, framed PD certified that the proper postage had been paid.  On the reverse are Marseille
to Lyon, Paris and La Varenne-St-Hilaire postmarks.

Garnier must have been a prolific correspondent for so many items to have survived to today  - a time
span approaching a century and a half since he began his adventures in Indochina.   ∞

Annual Financial Report

Our current financial condition is summarized as follows:

Assets held by Executive Secretary

Balance of funds on hand 1 January 2003 $6,351.96
Income (dues, sales of back issues and CD ROMs, etc.): 3,465.40
Expenses: Publication and distribution of journal 1,600.02

CD ROM Materials 98.50
APS Literature Competition 30.00
NAPEX table photocopies 51.83
SICP Banner for Meetings 209.00
Checks for checking account 20.69
Web Site Hosting Service                                                                                 215.99
Subtotal 2,226.08

Balance of funds as of 31 December 2003 $7,591.28

Assets held by Auction Manager

Balance of funds on hand 1 January 2003 $6,583.47
Expenses: Post office box rental (December 2003 - December 2004) 70.00

Balance of funds as of 31 December 2003 $6,513.47

Total SICP assets as of 31 December 2003 $14,104.75
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More Discoveries of Lao 1982 Overprint Varieties and New Major Listings

Robert Storace

Thanks to Kenneth R. Thompson for his article "New
Discovery of Lao Stamp Variety" in the May 2003 issue of
ICP.  His research prompted me to more closely examine
my collection of the Lao 1982 and 1985 overprints
consisting of 12 complete sheets of 20 and 3 partial sheets
(multiples) of 20, all mint never hinged.

Upon examination of the 15 values, I identified two new
varieties involving 10 of the sets' values including a full sheet
containing Mr. Thompson's new Scott listing 426Px.  In
addition, I found three major unlisted stamps (one including
a variety).

The two new varieties are inverted "8"s in 1982 and
another small "2" in 1982 in addition to the one Mr.
Thompson brought to light.  Upon identifying these two new
varieties I phoned Mr. Martin J. Frankevicz, Scott's Assistant
New Issues Editor.  As a result of that call, I sent color
photocopies in 100percent size plus in 200percent size for
the varieties and 3 major unlisted stamps.  I was pleased to

receive a letter from Mr. Frankevicz stating "We'll list these items in the November 2003 update..." I
informed Mr. Frankevicz that, as stated in Lao Stamps Catalogue, 1St Edition, that the gum side is
defective: "Gum: Defective by tropical climate at Post Office before overprinted."

Figure 2.  Scott 426Ra (inverted "8") occurs in
position 11.

Figure 3.  Scott 426Ua (inverted "8") appears in
positions 2 and 4.

The inverted "8"s and the small "2" in 1982 and their position in the sheet are listed below.  For Scott
286, I give the position of the inverted "8" in 1982 as 11 in the part sheet of 20.  For the 12 new listings in

Figure 1. Scott 426Oa (small "2")
appears in position 9.
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More Discoveries of Lao 1982 Overprint Varieties and New Major Listings

the Scott November 2003 update, I cite the Scott number from the original set followed by the new listing
from the update as well as Ken Thompson's 426Px.

The small "2" in 1982 is illustrated for Scott 4260a, "Army Day," 20K (Figure 1). The inverted "8" in
1982 is illustrated for Scott 426Ra, "Crafts," 50K (Figure 2) and the inverted "8"s in 1982 for Scott 426Ua,
"Asian Oceanic Postal Union, 15th Anniversary," 100K (Figure 3).

The values with the two new varieties (including Mr. Thompson's 246Px) are listed here.

• Scott 306 "Asian Oceanic Postal Union, 15th Anniversary" 5K - Scott 426Ha. The two inverted
"8"s in "1982" occur in positions 2 and 4 in the sheet of 20.

• Scott 307 "Asian Oceanic Postal Union, 15th Anniversary", 10K- in addition to being a variety -
Scott 426Ja - this is a new major listing Scott 426J.  The 2 inverted "8"s in "1982" occur in
positions 2 and 4 in the sheet of 20.

• Scott 318 "Traditional Transportation", 10K- Scott 426La.  The 2 inverted "8"s in "1982" occur in
positions 2 and 4 in the sheet of 20.

• Scott 298 "Army Day", 20K- Scott 4260a. The small "2" in "1982" occurs, as does Mr.
Thompson's 426Px, in position 9 in the sheet of 20 (Figure 1).

• Scott 304 "World Telecommunications Day", 30K, discovered by Mr. Thompson, Scott 426Px.
The small "2" occurs in position 9 in the sheet of 20.

• Scott 299 "Army Day", 40K- Scott 426Qa.  The 2 inverted "8"s in "1982" occur in positions 2 and
4 in the sheet of 20.

• Scott 286 "Crafts", 50K- Scott 426Ra.  The inverted "8" in "1982" occurs in position 11 in the part
sheet of 20 (Figure 2).

• Scott 319 "Traditional Transportation", 70K- Scott 426Sa.  The two inverted "8"s in "1982" occur
in positions 2 and 4 in the sheet of 20.

• Scott 308 "Asian Oceanic Postal Union, 15th Anniversary", 80K- Scott 426Ta.  The two inverted
"8"s in "1982" occur in positions 2 and 4 in the sheet of 20.

• Scott 309 "Asian Oceanic Postal Union, 15th Anniversary", 100K- Scott 426Ua.  The two inverted
"8"s in "1982" occur in positions 2 and 4 in the sheet of 20 (Figure 3).

In addition to these two new varieties including Mr. Thompson's 426Px occurring in 10 values of the
Lao 1982 overprints, I discovered three additional new major Scott listings in the set:

Scott 283 "Crafts", 1K red overprint- Scott 426C in a multiple of 20 from the sheet.

Scott 284 "Crafts", 2K red overprint- Scott 426D in a multiple of 20 from the sheet.

Scott 426J as previously noted above, in a full sheet of 20.
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Advertisement

LAO 1982-1985 OVERPRINTS COLLECTION
SALE INCLUDING NEW DISCOVERIES
OF VARIETIES AND MAJOR LISTINGS

The items listed here are being offered for sale.  They are in full sheets of 20 or part
sheets of 20, MNH, totaling 15 values from the Lao 1982 and 1985 overprint sets.

The overprinted sheets and part sheets consist of the 12 new Scott Laos listings in its
November 2003 update, Scott 426Px and 3 current listings.  Gum for each item is as
described in Lao Stamps Catalogue, 1st Edition: "Gum: Detective by tropical climate at
Post Office before overprinted."

Only 1 of each item is available, therefore please E-mail, phone or write first before
ordering and the item(s) will be reserved for you.  Color photocopies (100% size) are
available at $5 each including postage.  Inquires are welcome regarding each item.

Prices are in $US and include delivery by registered mail sent flat.  Payment in cash,
bank check made out to my name or by bank-transfer only (ask for details as how to pay
by bank transfer).  Listings are from Scott's Laos November 2003 update, newly assigned
426Px and previous listings for these 1982 and 1985 overprints.

SCOTT PRICE SCOTT PRICE SCOTT PRICE SCOTT PRICE

426C $350 426J+Ja $600 426Qa $750 426Ua $1,600

426D $350 426La $600 426Ra $750 426W $2,800

426Ha $450 4260a $900 426Sa $900 1985

426I $350 426Px $900 426Ta $1,000 676L $3,200

ROBERT STORACE
RYMARKSVEJ 91 3. TV

DK 2900 HELLERUP
DENMARK

01145 39208345
E-MAIL: storace@get2net.dk
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Figure 1.

Figure 2.

More on Two Interesting South Vietnam Covers

Lu G. Pham, MD

Covers are a special philatelic field with close connection to political and military history.  Regarding
covers of South Vietnam, I noticed in recent ICPs two particular ones with prominent names and  addresses
worthy of mention.

The cover shown on page 300 of the ICP
#154 (September 2002), Figure 1, bore the
name Pham-ngoc Sang, a 2nd Lieutenant of
South Vietnam Air Force, in training at
Marrakech Air Force Base, Morocco.

In March 1975, the former 2nd Lieutenant
was a Brigadier General, Commander of the
6th Air Division in Phan Rang (southern part
of Central Vietnam).  He fought valiantly
against the Armed Forces of North Vietnam
when they invaded the South.  He was
captured at the last minute and spent the next
16 years in a POW camp in North Vietnam.
Released in 1992, he eventually arrived in the
United States in 1998.  He died in Orange
County, California in November 2002, at the
age of 71.

The cover displayed on page 442 of the
ICP #160 (November 2003), Figure 2, carried
the name Tam Hoang Tin, a student in
pharmacy in Strasbourg, France.

He was among the very first native North
Vietnamese pharmacist s.  He opened his
pharmacy in Hanoi in the early 1940s.  At the
time, other drug stores in the capital were
owned exclusively by those of French descent.
In 1945, during the short-lived first
government of Emperor Bao-Dai with Prime
Minister Tran Trong Kin, Tham Hoang Tin
was the mayor of Hanoi.  As such, he resided
in a big villa on Gambetta Boulevard.  The villa
was vacated when the communist regime of Ho
Chi Minh was installed in September 1945.
The residence was reserved for the Honorary
First Citizen Vinh Thuy (formerly Emperor
Bao-Dai who had abdicated on 23 August).

Bao-Dai went to Hanoi on 6 September 1945 to serve as the figurative supreme counselor to the new
government.  However his stay ended on 16 March 1946 when he self-exiled himself to China.

The collectors who possess these two covers are really fortunate to hold pieces of contemporary
Vietnamese history.   ∞


