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REVENUE STAMPED PAPER

Beginning in the 19th century, following the lead of
France, Indochina put revenue stamped paper into
service.  As far as anyone can tell, revenue stamped

paper served much the same purpose as revenue
stamps. Until now, we are unaware of any effort to
catalog this material.  Hence, these listing must be
considered very tentative.

18??-??  Horizontal double circle.  Vertical bar with
Chinese lettering.  Sizes vary widely but typically
340 x 300 millimeters.

R2 4 cents, black
R3 5 cents, red

R4 5 cents, black
R5 10 cents, red

R6 20 cents, red-orange

18??-??  Previous issue overprinted with

new/additional value in decorated frame.

R9 20 cents in black on 10 cents, red
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1895?- 99?  Horizontal double circle Liberty.  Year
printed in center of left circle.  Based on inscription,
this issue was only for Cochinchina.  Size varies.
Those given below are approximate.

R20 4 cents (270 x 210 mm)
R21 5 cents, blue (250 x 200 mm)

R22 10 cents, green (310 x 230 mm)
R23 15 cents, red (328 x 238 mm)

R24 20 cents, carmine

Years seen for various denominations are:

4 cents: 1895, 1896.

5 cents: 1895. 1896. 1897.

10 cents: 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898.

15 cents: 1895, 1896, 1898.

20 cents: 1898.

1895?- 99?  Previous issue surcharged with
overprint in black.  Inscription “5 CENTS EN SUS”

plus same in Vietnamese and Chinese.

R30 5 cents (1 cent + 4 cents) (270 x 210 mm)
R31 20 cents (5 cents + 15 cents) (330 x 240 mm)

Years seen for various denominations are:

1 on 4 cents: 1896, 1897.

5 on 15 cents: 1896, 1897.
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1901 (?)  Dimension revenue paper.  Vertical double
circle Liberty.  Year printed at base of lower circle.
Text printed vertically in four languages.  Size
indicated in parenthesis.

R42 12 cents, blue (175 x 250 mm)
R43 24 cents, green (350 x 252 mm)

R44 36 cents, red (410 x 300 mm)

R45 36 cents, orange (410 x 300 mm)

Only 1901 has been seen, but other years may exist.

1901-08 (?0  Vertical double circle Liberty.  Value

given in central banner between two circles.
Watermarked “Indochine.”  Year given in center of
bottom circle.

R51 12 cents, dark blue
R52 12 cents, orange

R53 24 cents, green

R54 36 cents (should exist)

Years seen for various denominations are:

12 cents dark blue: 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1906.

12 cents orange: 1908.

24 cents green: 1901, 1902 (may exist as it has been seen with

overprint), 1904

Note: The design differs over time in terms of lettering size, the

presence of serifs, etc.
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Comparison of 1901 and 1904 versions of 24 cents.

1908  Previous issue revalued with framed overprint
with inscription “DIMENSION 0$12c

SURCHARGE” plus year.  Watermarked
“Indochine”.

R61 0$12 on 24 cents

Only the year 1908 has been seen in the overprint.

Years seen for original printing: 1902, 1904.

 

1901-1906 (?)  Effects de Commerce revenue paper.
Vertical double circle Liberty.  Imprint at the left in
horizontal format.  Three types of design exist for
this issue.  Applicable range of values specified in

central frame.  Watermarked.  Approximate size 250
x 100 millimeters.

R72 0$02 blue (applies to 50$ and below)
violet in 1901, 1902, blue in 1902, 1903; 1904

R73 0$04 blue (applies to 50$ -100$)

R74 0$05 (applies to 100$ and below)
R75 0$10 blue (applies to 100$ -200$)

R76 0$10 (applies to 200$-250$), 1901
R77 0$15 (applies to 200$ -300$)

R78 0$20 (applies to 300$-400$)
R79 0$30 (applies to 500$-750$)

R80 0$50 (applies to 500$-1000$)
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Years seen for various denominations are:

0$02: 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1906.

0$04: 1901.

0$05: 1905, 1906.

0$10: 1901, 1905.

0$15: 1905, 1906.

0$20: 1905, 1906.

0$30: 1901.

0$50: 1905.

PROPORTIONNEL

SURCHARGE

0 05

1908

$ c

1908 (?)  Provisional overprint.  Previous issue
revalued with framed overprint.  Inscription
“PROPORTIONNEL 0$05 SURCHAGE” plus year

R82 0$05 on 0$10
R83 0$05 on 0$15

R84 0$05 on 0$20

R85 0$05 on 0$50

Only the year 1908 has been seen in the overprint.

Years seen for original printing:

0$05 on 0$10: 1902, 1904, 1905.

0$05 on 0$15: 1905, 1906.

0$05 on 0$20: 1906.

0$05 on 0$50: 1905.

1921  Provisional overprint.  Previous issue
revalued with two bars obliterating original value in
frame.  Vertical inscription “Surcharge XXX$ et au
dessous X$XX.”

R91 10 cents (100$ et au dessous)

Years seen for original printing: 1905, 1906.

1914-28  Justice in circle at upper left.  Inscription
noting range of applicability inside circular border.
Printed in black.  Small, horizontal format.
Approximate size 245 x 100 millimeters.
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Watermarked “REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE
Indochine” with year.

R101 5 cents (100 piasters and below)

R102 10 cents (100 piasters and below)
R103 20 cents (100-200 piasters)

Evidently, the 5 cent value was issued first followed
by the 10 cent value after a rate increase in the tax
rate around 1916-18.

Years seen in watermarks for various denominations are:

5 cents: 1908, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1923.

10 cents: 1919, 1921, 1923, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928.

20 cents: 1921.

Dimension.  The “dimension” tax was literally
based on the size of the document.

Approximate sizes (width x height) were:

S = 175x 250 millimeters
M = 350 x 250 millimeters

L = 420 x 300 millimeters

In addition to these sizes, two other sizes.  “Registre” (500 x

360 millimeters) and “Grand Registre” (600 x 440 millimeters)
probably existed but were kept in administrative archives.

Consequently, collectors do not see them.  Another size, 210 x
300 millimeters, was used in France, but apparently not in

Indochina.

Based on a survey of documents, it appears that over
time rates increased in increments.  In the following
tabulation, the dates are approximate (except for
1901):

Size

S M L
175 x 250 mm 350 x 250 mm 420 x 300 mm

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE (R110-R129)
1901 12 c 24 c 36 c

1928 20 c 40 c 60 c
   ? 25 c 50 c 75 c

   ? (30 c) (60 c) 90 c

   ? (1 $) 2 $ (3 $)
ETAT FRANCAISE (R150-R169)

1939 36 c 72 c 1.08 $
? 40 c 80 c 1.20 $

1944 50 c 1 $ 1.50 $
1945 1 $ 2 $ 3 $

ETAT DU VIETNAM (R190-R199)

1951 3 $ 6 $ 9 $
1954 5 $ 10 $ 15 $

VIETNAM CON NIEM (R200-203)
   ? 10 $ 20$ 30$

1901-193?  Justice in circle at upper left.

Inscription “REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE.”  Printed
in black.  Embossed circle approximately 2.5
centimeters below printed circle.  Vertical format in
various sizes.  Watermarked with year.

R112 12 cents, size S
R113 20 cents, size S

R114 24 cents, size M
R115 25 cents, size S

R116 30 cents, size S
R117 36 cents, size L

R118 40 cents, size M

R119 50 cents, size M
R120 60 cents, size M

R121 60 cents, size L 
R122 75 cents, size L 

R123 90 cents, size L
R124 1$, size S

R125 2$, size M

R126 3$, size L

Serial numbers: The 60 cent value is known both with and

without serial number.
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Above issue was watermarked with year as indicated above.

Variations in watermark exist.  Years in watermark span from
approximately 1908 to 1946.  A different style watermark was

in use from 1908-1916.

Years seen in watermarks for various denominations are:

12c S: 1908, 1909, 1914, 1916, 1919, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1925,

1926, 1927.

20c S: 1927, 1928.

24c M: 1912, 1914, 1919, 1921, 1925, 1926.

25c S: 1931.

36c M: 1925.

36c L: 1912, 1919, 1925.

40c M: 1926, 1927(S?), 1928.

50c M: 1928, 1930, 1931.

60c L: 1927, 1929.

75c L: 1930, 1931, 1936, 1938.

90c L: 1939.

1$ S: 1946.

2$ M: 1946.

3$ L: 1940, 1946.

This issue is known with many handstamped surcharges

employing the same design.  Often several handstamps were
applied to a single piece of stamped revenue paper.  Because of

the almost limitless possibilities, these varieties are not listed
here.

1930-39 (?) Similar to previous issue with
inscription “REQUÉTES” under circle, all in black.
Yellow paper.

R135 15 cents

Years seen in watermarks are: 1930, 1931, 1936, 1938, 1939.

19??  Earlier issue overprinted in black at middle
left.

R145 12 cents (? cents on ? cents

R146 15 cents (3 cents + 12 cents)
R147 18 cents (6 cents + 12 cents)

Years seen in watermarks are: 1928.
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1939-1944  Justice in circle at upper left. Inscription
“ETAT FRANCAIS.” Printed in black. Embossed
circle approximately 2.5 centimeters below printed
circle. Vertical format in various sizes.

R151 36 cents, size S

R152 40 cents, size S
R153 50 cents, size S

R154 72 cents, size M
R155 80 cents, size M

R156 90 cents, size ?

R157 1$ with serial number at upper right, size S
R158 1$, size M

R159 1.08$, size L
R160 1.20$, size L

R161 1.50$, size L
R162 2$ with serial number at upper right, size M

Serial numbers: Several values may exist both with and

without serial numbers.

This issue may not have watermarks.  Years seen in

watermarks for various denominations are:

36c S:

40c S:

50c S:

72c M:

80c M:

1$ S:

1$ M:

1.08$ L:

1.20$ L:

1.50$ L:

   

1941-45?  Earlier issue revalued with overprint in
orange-red at left center. Serial number in orange at
bottom below imprint. Inscription “ETAT
FRANCAIS” instead of “REPUBLIQUE
FRANCAIS.” Year printed at base of circle. Four
orange-red horizontal lines across original circle.

R175 18 cents on 20 cents
R176 18 cents on 40 cents

Only the year 1941 has been seen in the overprint.

Years seen in watermarks for various denominations are:

18 on 20 cents: 1926, 1927.

18 on 40 cents: 1926, 1927, 1928.
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1949?-1951?  Provisional overprint.  Grid
obliterating circular seal with "ETAT DU VIET-
NAM" and new value.

R185 9 piasters size L

1951?-1954? Justice in circle at upper left.
Inscription “ETAT DU VIET-NAM.” Printed in
black. Embossed circle approximately 2.5
centimeters below printed circle.  Vertical format in
various sizes.  Watermarked with year.

R192 9$, size L
R195 15$, size M

Years seen in watermarks for various denominations are:

9$ L: 1946, 1950.

15$ M: 1950.

195?-??  Using the same format, a completely new
design was introduced with the wording “VIET-
NAM CON NIEM.”

R201 10$, size S
R202 20$, size M

R203 30$ size L

Years seen in watermarks for various denominations are:

10$ S: 1955.

20$ M:

30$ L: 1954, 1955.

- END -


