COMMON POSTAL
MARKINGS FROM
FRENCH INDOCHINA

RON BENTLEY

NAP

—
X
) =

2 JUNE 2012



MARKINGS CAN

11

LUMP]
CATEGO

11

= Services

= Airmail
Registration
Insurance
Expedited Service
EXpress

= [nstructional
= Postage
= Found in the Box
= Mobile Box
= Too Late
= Customs Inspection

= Slogans
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INDOCHINA HAD A CONSIDERABLE
RANGE OF MARKINGS CONCERNED
WITH POSTAGE

Underpaid Postage
Overpaid Postage
Postage Paid

Postage Computation
Sample Merchandise
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 COUNTRIES WOULD ADD THEIR
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- FrRAMED "AFFRANCHISSEMENT
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A VARIATION USED LOWER CASE
ETTERS AND LACKED A FRAME
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_ -“PREPA]D IN CASH” WAS MEANT TO
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~ CURSIVE “FOUND IN THE BOX” WAS
~ INTENDED TO DEFLECT CRITICISMS
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A RANGE OF ISSUES COULD

STYMIE DELIVERY OF T
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REFUSED

UNDELIVERABLE

" INCOMPLETE ADDRESS

* NO FORWARDING ADDRESS
= COMMON NAME

= UNKNOWN
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~ FrRAMED "NON RECLAME”MEANT THE

| ADDRESSEE FAILED TO RETRIEVE THE LETTER
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POST OFFICES USED VARIOUS
~ FORMATS FOR “UNCLAIMED”
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- IF SENDER DID NOT CLAIM THE LETTER,
~ IT WAS RETURNED TO THE SENDER
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~ FAILURE TO DELIVER ULTIMATELY LED
L7l . TO"RETURN TO SENDER”
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“APRES LE DEPART’ MEANT “TOO LATE” TO
MAKE A POSTAL CONNECTION
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~- VXJTH SHIPS AND PLANES

3 T

et
R b - R,
R A :

.'l’__—"!:',iu.__ ' L
y ':?\"_ o

L '
Pz ﬁf
v o iy
L, e . 1} . " 4
- r: .\r -
T
L5 . :'
X 1 %

i - T i

.

i T

o RN
2 T
"
F o

-

*
in‘.‘““
-

Z’amm 4 Szt %/M

b S W ;
(Prtwse ) Fren

——

(\
3
q
Y
i
#
é
=
/
4
L

".-"::t.' - :1 i y




,;-;-'"*HIGHLYlNDlVlDUALlZED “TOOLATE” -
v %rARKlNGSARE KNOWN B

¥
VL T )+ bV g
. B i -y * .
~ : L s e




il

n.t.s ﬁori‘n Fri

Kessaceries Hachette

ITI ’R'J e Réwm r ’III

a PART Q

VIA AIR- ORIENT




(_ 4._.4‘,. f._; ;..‘.-I J

—'! ————

L —————




	  Common Postal Markings from French Indochina�
	Markings can roughly be lumped into three categories
	Indochina had a considerable range of markings concerned with postage
	“T” in triangle was used in France proper
	“T” in triangle was standard for French Colonies
	Once identified for postage due, other countries would add their own markings
	Variations in style and size exist
	With the passage of time, a plain “T” became the preferred format
	Often, the amount due was indicated with a handwritten note
	Based on UPU treaties, the gold franc was the standard for postal rates
	Framed “AFFRANCHISSEMENT INSUFFISANT”  was an amplifying explanation
	Partial stamp remains prompted manuscript “A ne pas taxer”
	Markings in English had to be extraneous
	Leralle created a variety of unique due markings
	When rates changed,� Leralle adapted
	Markings aimed specifically at airmail were introduced
	Over time, the formality of a frame was abandoned
	Late example of Underpaid Airmail Marking
	Sensitive to accusations of overcharging, the post office identified “Sender-Franked” mail
	A variation used lower case letters and lacked a frame
	“Franked by Sender”�struck with red ink
	Variation from 1940�in capital letters
	Double-Framed variety was unique to Haiphong
	Same marking in Vietnamese
	“P.P.” in circle indicated that correct postage had been paid
	Another variation was“P.P.” in a rectangular frame (red)
	Cachet allowed clerk to indicate the weight basis for postage
	Cachet struck with red ink
	“Prepaid in cash” was meant to avoid postage due citations 
	Circular handstamp verified that correct airmail postage had been paid 
	Despite handstamp, errors were made and letters incurred postage due
	Samples of merchandise had reduced postal rates
	Typewritten indication of “Samples without Value”
	Cursive “Found in the Box” was intended to deflect criticisms 
	Marked mail was not always postage due 
	Three-line marking is a less common variant
	Lacking a handstamp, a manuscript note would suffice
	A range of issues could stymie delivery of the mail 
	Framed “NON RECLAMÉ”meant the addressee failed to retrieve the letter
	Post offices used various formats for “Unclaimed”
	If sender did not claim the letter, it was returned to the sender
	Even if the post office located the addressee, the letter could still be refused
	An incomplete address would prevent delivery
	Without a forwarding address, delivery was impeded
	Absence of a forwarding address meant “Return to Sender”
	A partial address and a common name prevented delivery
	Sometimes an addressee was unknown, but the letter could be forwarded
	Often the letter was returned to the sender by the post office
	Though not common, the post office sometimes created bilingual markings 
	Every mailman was solicited to find an unknown addressee 
	Head mailman confirmed that the addressee was unknown in Hanoi
	A local governing official could help locate an addressee
	Failure to deliver ultimately led to “Return to Sender”
	Bilingual “Return to Sender” was applied to wrapper
	The ultimate delivery obstacle
	Mobile boxes (Boite Mobile) were on postal vehicles
	Mobile box markings came in a range of formats
	“Apres le Depart” meant “Too Late” to make a postal connection
	“Too Late” markings were used with ships and planes
	Highly individualized “Too Late” markings are known
	Later markings were plain straight-line handstamps
	Examine every item to find subtle examples of postal markings

